MT.  V.'ACHUSETT  MOUNTAIN  STATE  RESERVATION  COimilSSION 


MR.  JAMIESON’S  OPEICE 
MRCH  10,  1944 


PRESENT  WERE: 

Mr.  Jamieson 

Mr.  Whitney 

Mr.  Bullock 

The  first  discussion  of  the  meeting  concerned  the 
widening  of  the  mountain  road  from  a  point  where  work  stopped  in 
1941  toward  Princeton  Center.  Mr.  Murphy  told  of  talks  he  had  with 
the  state  end  county  engineers  end  surveys  which  the  Worcester 
District  office  of  the  Public  Works  Department  made  in  Princeton 
during  March  from  the  Allen  Home  toward  the  reservation. 

The  district  office  estimated  a  Chap.  90  project  with 
the  state,  county  end  town  contributing  would  cost  about  $50,000. 
Ihis  would  be  a  24  *  highway  end  would  necessitate  the  removal  of 
numerous  trees  end  stone  walls  end  the  relocation  of  the  road  in 
several  places.  The  commissioners  all  agreed  that  this  cost  was 
prohibitive  end  the  town  of  Princeton  could  not  join  in  any  such 
project. 


Mr.  Whitney  said  the  town  would  like  to  have  some  work 
done  on  the  road  but  there  was  opposition  to  a  boulevard  leading 
to  the  mountain.  He  said  that  the  town  would  like  to  do  the  work 
of  widening  the  road  in  certain  places  if  the  state  and  county 
would  make  the  funds  available. 

It  was  voted  to  have  Mr.  Whitney  and  Mr.  Murphy  arrange 
for  a  meeting  with  Robert  L.  Whipple  of  the  state  public  works 
department  for  a  discussion  of  ways  and  means  to  getting  funds  with 
which  to  widen  the  mountain  road. 

Mr.  Bullock  asked  for  information  regarding  the  amount  of 
money  spent  in  1943  and  how  much  was  available  for  1944. 

Mr.  Murphy  explained  that  the  1943  appropriation  was  $10,000 
and  $300  had  been  transferred  by  the  county  commissioners  for  fire 
damage,  a  total  of  $10,300.  Expenltures  totaled  $10,296.  85,  leaving 
a  balance  of  $4.15.  Mr.  Bullock  asked  if  all  bills  were  paid.  He  was 
told  that  they  were.  He  asked  how  much  of  this  amount  had  been  spent 
for  salaries.  The  amount  was  $7400.82.  'The  question  of  how  much  was 
spemt  for  oil  lest  year  was  raised  and  how  much  would  be  needed  this 
year.  Mr.  Bullock  suggested  that  we  welt  until  Mr.  Needham  gets  back 
as  he  knows  more  about  the  needs  of  the  roads  then  anybody. 

M.  r.  Jamieson  suggested  that  Mr.  Murphy  prepare  a  breakdown 
of  salaries  end  expenltures  for  last  year.  The  meeting  adjourned 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  chairman. 
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MT.  WACHUSETT  MOUNTAIN  STATE  RESERVATION  COMIvIISSION 

PUBLIC  WORKS  OFFICE 
BOSTON?  MASS. 

APRIL  20,  1944 


PRESENT  V^ERE: 


MR.y/hitney 
Mr.  Whipple 
Mr.  Reymond  Cobum 
Mr .  Murphy 


Mr.  Whipple  explained  at  the  outset  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  It  would  be  Impossible  to  do  any  new  road  construction 
until  after  the  war,  but  felt  that  something  could  be  done  toward 
repairing  the  mountain  road  from  Allen's  comer  to  the  present 
wide  road  along  the  reservation  under  "maintenance  work". 


He  said  he  would  contact  Mr.  Dalton  or  Mr.  Parker 
of  the  Worcester  District  office  and  ride  over  the  road  to  get 
first  hand  Information  of  what  could  be  done.  He  said  he  would 
talk  with  the  county  commissioners  about  putting  in  funds  for 
the  maintenance  project  and  felt  that  the  tovm  of  Princeton 
should  contribute  a  small  sum,  if  only  ^100,  so  that  other 
towns  could  not  complain  that  the  work  was  done  by  the  state  and 
county  without  Princeton  helping  out.  He  said  he  realized  that 
90  percent  of  the  traffic  along  this  route  went  to  the  mountain 
in  the  Summer  end  Fall  and  the  town  should  not  be  called  upon 
to  contribute  any  great  amount. 
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MT.  WACHUSETT  MOUITT/'IN  STATE  RESERVATION  COMLIISSION 


MR.  JAMIESON'S  OFi^TCE 
MAY  12,  1944 


Present  were; 

Mr.  Jamieson 
ilr  •  V<hi  tney 
Mr.  Bullock 

Readings  of  the  last  two  meetings  were  read  and 

accepted. 


Report  was  read  about  progress  being  made  on  the 
widening  of  the  mountain  road,  including  a  communication  from 
Mr.  Robert  L.  Whipple.  The  state  and  coun^Jq  agreed  to  allocate 
^1400  for  this  project  which  is  to  start  at  the  end  of  the 
present  wide  highway  and  extend  as  far  as  possible  toward 
Princeton  Center.  It  was  agreed  that  no  road  work  of  a  permanent 
nature  could  be  undertaken  until  the  end  of  the  war. 

The  status  of  Mr.  Rhodes  and  Raymond  Beauchamp,  former 
laborers  of  the  reservation  who  are  now  engaged  in  other  work  was 
discussed.  It  was  agreed  that  Rhodes  had  overstayed  his  leave  of 
absence  given  him  by  Mr.  Needham  and  was  considered  no  longer  an 
employee  of  the  reservation.  The  status  of  his  retirement  money 
which  he  did  no'T withdrew  is  a  question  for  the  County  treasurer 
or  retirement  board  to  settle.  Mr.  Need^^ara  said  that  Beauchamp 
had  left  of  his  own  accord,  was  no:^e  co-operative  worker  end 
would  probably  not  return.  It  was  agreed  to  let  Mr.  Needham 
decide^  what,  if  anything,  should  be  done  about  the  future  employment 
of  Beauchamp. 


It  was  voted  to  pay  Antonio  Bonina  70  cents  an  hour 
and  Judson  Goodnow,  Jr.,  60  cents  an  hour,  effective  May  1,  1944. 
The  county  treasurer  was  notified  of  the  vote  taken  as  prescribed 
by  law. 


Mr.  Needham  gave  a  detailed  report  of  the  work  done 
on  the  various  houses  on  the  reservation. 

It  was  voted  to  pay  the  Melenson  Company  of  Gardner 
a  back  bill  for  work  done  on  the  house  occupied  by  Nason  Arnold. 

It  was  voted  to  have  ell  work  done  on  the  various 
houses  charged  off  to  the  individual  houses  so  that  a  record  of 
the  upkeep  of  each  house  can  be  kept. 
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INSPECTION  TOUR 


Aug.  29,  1944 


Tlie  Wschusett  Mountain  State  Reservation  Commission  started  its 
annual  inspection  of  the  reservation  properties  about  3.45  p.  m.  Leaving 
Mr*  Needham*  s  House  the  Commissioners  went  up  the  mountain  road  and 
stopped  at  a  section  of  road  above  the  Bowling  Alley  Tea  Room  which  had 
been  resurfaced  and  widened  at  a  cost  of  ^1400  allocated  by  the  state 
and  county.  liie  next  stop  was  at  the  new  parking  area  built  and  resurfaced 
with  macadam  just  above  the  Ox^bowl  turn.  Mr.  Needham  reported  that  this 
is  a  popular  spot  especially  for  motorists  who  want  a  good  view  of  the 
country  side  and  don't  care  about  driving  to  the  Summit.  A  short  stop  was 
made  at  the  observation  lodge (Ha rlowe )  and  then  an  Inspection  was  made 
of  the  Summit  House.  'Ihe  house  has  not  been  open  to  the  public  since 
1942  and  was  found  to  be  in  excellent  condition  with  the  exception  of 
the  ceilings  in  the  reception,  dining  room  and  hallways  which  have  started 
to  peel.  Frencis  Harrington,  a  state  fire  warden  observer  was  on  duty  in 
the  tower. 

Ihe  building  housing  the  women's  toilets  was  found  to  be  in  good 
condition.  Ihe  main  door  to  this  building  is  left  open  end  one  toilet  is 
available  without  charge,  the  lock  having  been  broken.  Mr.  Needham  pointed 
out  that  the  Parker  Lodge  at  the  Summit  is  not  available  for  public  use 
at  it  is  occupied  by  equipment  of  the  State  police  radio  department,  ihe 
road  leading  to  the  mountain  as  well  as  the  down  road  was  found  to  be  in 
good  condition.  The  Conuniss loners  then  visited  the  house  on  the  l^estminis tei 
Road.  'Ihis  house  at  the  present  time  is  not  occupied,  Mr.  Needham  reported. 
He  also  reported  that  the  Red  and  Vihite  Cottage  near  his  home  and  formerly 
occupied  by  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  was  vacant.  “Hie  only  cottage 
rented  at  this  time  is  the  '^•hite  Cottage  occupied  by  Nason  Arnold.  This 
rents  for  425  a  month. 

The  trip  continued  along  this  road  to  Mile  Hm  and  then  to 
Balance  Rock  Road.  A  stop  was  made  at  the  Bullock  lodge.  This  lodge  was 
found  to  be  in  excellent  condition.  ‘The  two  kitchens  as  well  as  the 
Balance  Rock  trail  in  the  rear  were  looked  over.  Mr.  ^llock  suggested 
ihat  something  should  done  about  cleabing  out  the  water  hole  in  front  of 
the  lodge.  Mr.  Needham  said  he  had  planned  on  doing  this  help  when  he 
had  more  help.  All  road  signs  and  markers  were  found  in  good  condition. 

The  trip  continued  along  Balance  Rock  Hoad  to  the  Town  Road  and 
then  to  the  V<est  Road.  A  stop  was  made  at  a  point  where  the  Harrington 
trail  crosses  the  roadv/ey.  The  party  continued  on  to  the  Harrington 
Farm  where  a  chicken  Pie  supper  was  enjoyed.  In  the  party  were  Bullock  i 
Mr.  V^hitney,  Mr.  Needham  end  Mr.  Murphy. 


MT.  V^ACHUSSTT  IvlOUNTAiN  STATE  RESERVATION  COmLiIS^ION 

AT  HOME  OF  MR.  HARRY  S.  WHITNEY 
PRINCETON?  MSS 
Aug.  29,  1944 


Present  were: 

Mr.  Jemieson 

Mr.  ''^hitney 

Mr.  ^llock 

Heading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  read  end 

a  ccepted. 

I 

A  financial  report  on  the  expenditures  and  receipts  of 
the  reservation  as  of  Aug.  1,  1944  was  read  and  accepted.  'The  report 
showed  the  total  payments  as  of  Aug.  1  were  fi-S,  385.  43  as  follows: 
Salaries,  4'3824.63;  supplies.  1560.  80.  'The  receipts  totaled  <^577/  14. 
'The  above  expenditures  include  all  operation  costs  for  the  first 
seven  months.  -Lhe  balance  on  hand  as  of  this  date  was  #5614.57. 

A  short  discussion  on  the  insurance  policies  was  held 
and  it  was  voted  to  renew,  the  five  policies  totaling  'frl0,000  which 
expire  in  December  of  this  year  with  the  same  agency,  Herry  ^cAllister.  i 
'The  renewal,  Mr.  Jamieson  pointed  out  would  cost  about  v500. 

‘The  commission  members  were  supplied  with  date  showing 
the  cost  of  other  state  reservation,  ihe  commission  members  felt  that 
'rtachusett  was  doing  as  well  if  not  better  than  the  others. 

Mr.  Jamieson  called  attention  to  a  call  he  received  from 
the  state  auditors  regarding  the  purchase  of  road  oil.  It  was  pointed 
out  that  the  company  used  the  same  invoice  number  in  billing  the 
reservation  for  road  oil  eta  cost  of  h*'1300.  Any  purchase  over  vlOOO 
must  be  advertised  for  bids.  This  oil  v/as  not  delivered  in  one  lot 
but  at  various  times  and  the  invoice  numbers  should  have  been  different. 

A  report  was  made  by  Mr.  ii^hltney  on  the  progress  made 
in  repairing  the  mountain  road.  It  was  voted  to  have  Mr.  "hitney  and 
Mr.  w^urphy  make  another  trip  to  boston  in  the  hope  of  getting  addition- 
elk  funds  for  next  year. 

i 

It  was  voted  to  have  Mr.  Heedham  and  ^r.  Murphy  take  an 
inventory  of  all  reservation  properties. 

It  was  voted  to  have  Llr.  w^urphy  contact  the  trustees  of 
the  various  state  reservations  to  find  out  if  they  would  be  interested 
in  a  state  wide  meeting. 
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MT.  WACHUSEPT  ST.^TE  RESERVATION  GOMIvlISSION 


MR.  JAMIESON’S  OE-TCE 
Oct.  26,  1944 


PResont  T7ere: 

Mr .  Jc  mi e  s  on 
Mr,  Whitney 
Mr.  Bullock 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  77ere  rend  end  accepted. 

It  WPS  voted  to  place  windstorm  and  hurricane  insurance  on 
ell  properties  of  the  reservation  now  insured. 

It  was  voted  to  have  Mr.  Ralph  Robbins  make  an  appraisal  of 
the  Sammit  Hquso  and  other  houses  v;ith  a  viev/  of  determinln 
a  replacement  value  for  these  properties. 

It  7/es  voted  to  hold  the  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  state 
reservations  at  the  Hotel  Sheraton,  V/orcester,  Friday, 

Dec.  1,  1944.  It  was  voted  to  invite  the  superintendents 
of  the  state  reservations  to  attend  as  well  as  the 
Mayor,  the  Commissioner  of  Conservation  and  the  County 
Comrtiis ‘^loners .  Mr.  Murphy  was  instructed  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  dinner  and  to  draft  a  program  to 
be  discussed  later  v/ith  the  Commissioners, 
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TRUST"^r:5  M?~TIITG  «T  HOTEL  SKER/ TON 


Fridey,  December  1,  1944 


The  first  ”ge t- toge bher*’  of  trustees  of  stste  reservations 
took  piece  et  the  Hotel  She  re  ton,  F^idey,  Dec.  1.  Dinner  wes  seized 
et  12  noon  with  15  present. 

Mr.  Jemieson,  cheirmen  of  Wechusett  Commission  presided  et 
the  short  indormel  discussion  v/hich  took  piece  efter  the  dinner. 

Mr.  Jemieson  presented  ileyor  i-Villiem  A,  Bennett,  who  welcomed 
the  trustees  end  guests  to  the  city. 

Mr.  Edger  Gillett,  director  of  the  stete  division  of  perks 
end  recreetion  told  of  the  v/ork  being  done  by  the  stete  end  the  postwer 
expension  progrem  for  stete  opereted  resei'vetion  end  beeches.  He  seid  he 
wes  gled  to  see  the  V^echusett  Commissioners  stert  these  getherings  as 
he  felt  sure  they  would  prove  helpful  to  ell  the  trustees.  He  seid  that 
e  large  sum  of  mone^  would  be  spent  on  developing  state  reserve tions  end 
told  the  gathering  ”off  the  record”  that  Hell  I^ichols,  of  the  Governor's 
Emergency  Public  Works  Committee,  20  Somerset  Street,  wes  the  men 
handling  the  funds.  He  told  of  many  improvements  to  be  made  in  Worcester 
County  areas  of  Spencer,  Leominster  end  Ashby. 

Cheirmen  Crockett  of  tho  County  Coamii^ "loners  was  the  next 
speaker.  He  seid  that  during  the  post  t\7o  yecrs  there  hed  not  been  es 
much  traffic  up  to  the  "K)untein  due  to  the  war  and  the  shortage  of 
gasoline  and  that  the  appropriation  had  been  cut  because  the  Summit 
House  hed  been  closed.  The  time  has  come  now  to  loosen  up  and  spend  some 
money  on  reservations  in  the  county.  ^  believe  the  Sammit  House  could  be 
reopened  next  year  end  people  will  find  a  v/ey  of  getting  gas  if  they  went 
to  go  up  to  the  mountain.  People  get  gasoline  to  go  to  ni^t  clubs.  ‘Ihe 
County  Commissioners  have  co-operated  with  the  ’Aechusett  end  JPurgatory 
Commissions  end  I  would  like  to  see  the  ^afrimit  House  reopened  and 
Activities  resumed  on  the  mountain. 

Commissioner  Jones  seid  he  thought  that  the  county  reservations 
should  be  expended  in  the  county  end  additional  fire  places  built.  He 
favored  the  development  of  the  swimming  progrem  on  the  north  side  of. 
the  reservation  which  he  seid  would  not  interfere  with  the  regular 
mountein  activities. 

Commissioner  Cassidy  agreed  7/ith  Mr.  Crockett  that  v/e  should 
loosen  up  end  spend  some  money  on  the  two  reservations  which  benefit 
family  groups.  The  commissioners  of  the  tv/o  reservation  have  always 
spent  the  money  giben  them  wisely  end  I  am  in  favor  of  giving  them  more 
next  year  so  that  they  can  do  some  of  the  V70rk  which  has  been  planned. 

Mr.  Well  brought  the  greetings  of  MSP.  ^reylock,  Mr.  ^'*hitin  for 
•‘"urgatory  end  Mr.  ‘^emieson  for  ’.Vachusett.  Others  present  were  A.  Ceorge 
^^essell,  John  Dudley  end  Arthur  Dempsey  of  Purgatory,  Herry  S.  V.’hitney 
end  Everett  ^^eedham  of  Viiechusett  and  County  Treasurer  Ralph  Kendell. 

A  communication  wes  read  from  Commissioner  Henney  of  the 
Conservation  Department  praising  the  Wechusett  Commission  for  taking  the 
iniative  in  this  matter,  es  he  feels  there  whould  be  closer  cooperation 
betv^een  the  various  stete  agencies  providing  public  recreation.  He  seid  his 
department  will  co-operate  in  ell  future  plans. 
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MT.  V//CHUSETT  IlESERVA  TION  COMMIS.^ION 

MR.  J^IvTIESON^S  OFFICE 
DEC.  27,  1944 


Present  were: 

William  J.  Jamieson 
Cnandler  Bullock 
Ha  rry  S .  Whi tney 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  v/ere  read  end  eccpted. 

A  financial  statement  as  of  Dec.  1,  1944,  showing  a  balance  of 
v2506  was  read  as  well  as  a  report  on  the  pending  insurance 
policies . 

^  short  discussion  was  held  regarding  the  amount  of  money 
carried  on  the  various  properties  under  the  control  of  the 
commission  and  where  the  money  would  go  and  y/ha  t  money  could 
be  used  in  replacing  any  buildings  burned.  Mr.  Needham  said 
he  thought  it  was  just  tliiowing  away  money  to  insure  the 
buildings  as  the  state  didn't  insure  its  property. 

^11  three  commissioners  agreed  that  insurance  should  be  carried 
on  the ' cottages ,  even  though  they  were  never  replaced  in  case 
of  fire.  They  stated  that  the  Commission  was  responsible  for 
the  fire  insurance  protection  on  the  cottages  and  in  case  of 
fire  could  turn  the  proceeds  over  to  the  County  Treasurer. 

It  was  agreed  by  the  Commission  that  the  Summit  House  has  served 
its  usefulness,  but  as  a  matter  of  protection  felt  that  the 
insurance  coverage  on  this  building  should  be  increased  from 
■wl0,000  Jjo  vl5,000.  It  v/as  so  voted.  Ihe  policy  to  be  placed 
v;ith  the  Bv^ov/n  &  Soulliere  Company  and  to  include  wind  and 
storm  coverage.  The  motion  to  increase  the  insurance  from 
vl0,000  to  $15,000  was  made  by  Mr.  ^'hitney  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  Bullock.  Jhe  bote  was  unanimous.  * 

Mr.  Murphy  was  instructed  to  check  the  renewals  y/hich  are  com¬ 
ing  up  in  regard  to  charges  end  dividends. 

It  was  voted  to  submit  a  budget  to  the  county  commissioners  for 
for  vl5,000.  'The  increase  v/ill  take  care  of  expiring  insurance 
policies,  oil  for  the  hlghv/ays  v/hlch  were  not  oiled  this  year. 

Ihe  1945  budget  also  includes  labor  costs  for  additional  help 
to  be  used  in  clearing  the  trails,  fire  lanes  and  v/oods  of 
debris.  It  is  hoped  to  get  discharged  vrer  veterans  in  the 
vicinity  to  do  this  work  which  has  been  neglected  somewhat  for 
the  past  two  years  because  of  manpower  shortage.  Ttie  strong  winds 
have  felled  many  trees  and  these  ere  considered  a  fire  menace 
unless  cleared  up 
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MT.  V^'/^CHUSETT  5T/^  TE  RESERV/' TION  COMMISSION 


JANU/RY  24,  1945 


Mr.  Hprry  S,  Ivliitney,  a  member  of  the  Viachusett  ^*^0  ante  in 
State  Reservation  Commission  since  December  7,  1943,  died  today 
at  Kahneijiann  Hospital,  iiVorcester,  after  a  short  illness. 

Ihe  Commission  voted  to  send  flowers  and  to  attend  services 
at  the  ^icknell  Manor,  Eriday,  jt'shwxstryx  January  26  at  2  p.  m. 
Attending  for  the  Commission  were  Mr.  Chandler  ^ullock,  Mr.  “^illiem 
J.  Jamieson  end  “illiam  Murphy,  secretary.  Also  a ^tending  were 
County  Commissioners  George  Vi.  Jones  and  rVancis  S,  Cgssidy, 

On  February  2,  1945,  a  letter  was  sent  to  Gov.  Tobin  by 
Chairmen  Jamieson  notifying  him  of  Mr.  Vihitney  s  death.  On  Feb. 

16,  after  an  interview  v;ith  Mr.  Ceo  D,  Brown  of  MiHbury,  Mr. 
Bullock  end  Mr«,  Jamieson  sent  a  letter  to  Gov.  Tobin  urging  him 
to  appoint  I»Ir.  Brown  to  the  Mschusett  Commission  to  fill  the 
unexpired  term  of  Mr.  Vihitney. 

Mr.  James  J.  Marshall,  member  of  the  Governor's  Council 
from  this  district  was  very  helpful  to  the  Commission  as  well 
as  Mr.  V/alter  J.  HUey,  of  ’.Vest  Main  Street,  Millbury,  v/ho  sub¬ 
mitted  A  tty.  Brown’s  name  to  Gov.  ‘-^obin  urging  his  appointment 
to  the  »Vachusett  Commission,  /'fter  Mr.  Riley  submitted  Mr.  Brown’s 
name.  Councillor  xMarshall  as  well  as  Commissioners  Jamieson  and 
Bullock  were  notified  that  Mr.  ^rown’s  name  was  before  Gqv.  Tobin 
for  consideration  as  a  Commission  member.  Letters  from  Mr.  ^llock 
and  Mr.  Jamieson  followed,  while  Mr.  ^^^arshell  had  the  machinery 
set  up  to  have  Mr.  Brown  s  name  come  before  the  council. 

Mr.  Brown  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Tobin  on  ^"^arch  21  and 
confirmed  by  the  Council  on  March  28  end  immediately  sworn  into 
office  by  Gov.  Tobin  before  the  council  and  friends  of  Air.  Brown. 
Present  at  the  ceremonies  were  Earl  Vickery,  Mr.  Marshall,  V^illiam 
H.  Murphy,  Rep.  Michael  Conway  of  Alillville  end  others. 


IvIT.  VMCHU^KTT  I,TOUiTT/IN  TE  RESERVATION  CCI.IIISSION 


ja:,:ieson’s  Ox^fice 

F'ridey,  i^ferch  16,  1945 


IViis  WRS  8  joint  meeting  of  the  V^schusett  and  Purgatory 
Commissions  to  discuss  the  two  bills.  House  No.  1994  end  1595,  filled 
on  Peb.  8,  1945  by  Rep.  Eerl  Crockett  of  Upton  to  heve  the  Commonweelth 
instead  of  the  County  finance  the  maintenance  end  operation  costs  of 
the  two  reservations. 

Present  were:  V/illiam  J.  Jamieson,  Chandler  ^ullock  and 
V»illi8m  H.  Kiurphy,  representing  Wochusett  and  Paul  V.hitin,  Jr.,  Mrs. 
^■udith  ^empsey,  ^eorge  J^esseli  and  John  Dudley  of  the  furgatory  Chasm 
group  as  well  as  ^p.  H^rry  Ivla cA ills  ter. 

All  present  agreed  they  had  not  been  consulted  by  ^p. 
Crockett  of  his  father.  County  ^'ommissioner  Elbert  M.  Crockett,  7/hom 
they  charged  prompted  his  son  to  file  the  bill. 

It  was  agreed  to  attend  the  hearing  in  Boston,  Merch 
22  and  to  oppose  the  bill  before  the  committee  on  harbors  and  public 
l^^nds . 


‘Aiose  present  termed  the  bill  a  "spite  bill"  and  was  an 
attempt  to  have  the  two  reservp^  tions  in  Worcester  County  turned  over 
to  the  state  thus  eliminating  home  rule  "  over  the  reservations. 
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MT.  WACHUSTDTT  STMID  HESE^V^  TICN  CC!v:ifII53T0N 


ST/^TE  HOUSE?  BOSTON?  I.IASS. 
^'iprch  22,  1945 


Attending  the  heering  on  House  hins  1594  end  1595  before  the 
-‘-•egisle tive  Committee  on  hetobors  end  public  lends  were  Chondler  ^ullock 
end  Viiliieni  H.  i/Iurphy  of  »^echusett,  i^eorge  ■^esseli  end  John  Dudley  of 
Purge tory. 

Rep.  Lockett  end  his  fether  Commissioner  Crockett  were  the 
only  two  eppeering  for  the  bill.  Hep.  Crockett  criticized  the  Purge tory 
Commission  for  employing  e  superintendent  who  wes  elso  street  commissioner 
in  Sutton  es  well  es  the  menner  in  which  the  commission  hendled  the  sele 
of  lumber  end  wood  efter  the  hurricene  of  1938. 

* 

Commissioner  Crockett  seid  he  wes  ottending  the  heering  only 
es  e  texpeyer,  not  es  e  county  commissoner  end  he  hed  no  protest  to  meke 
scginK  egeinst  the  commissioners  of  the  two  reservations,  but  fit  that  the 
state  should  beer  the  cost  of  operetion.  ^e  seid  the  county  commissioners 
hed  nothing  to  do  ebout  the  bills  and  hiring  of  the  help/  Hw  seid  he 
thought  thet  ebout  1000  persons  on  en  eve  rage  Sundey  attended  the  tv/o 
'  reserve  tions  .ccxxstx 

xur.  Bullock  seid  that  the  two  other  County  Commissioners  are 
opposed  to  these  bills  end  ilr.  Crockett  is  ell  elone  in  his  opposition 
to  the  county  financing  the  tuo  reserve tions .  He  said  there  ere  six 
state  reservations  in  the  state  maintained  by  the  counties  of  Berkshire, 
Hampshire,  Hampden,  Middlesex  end  Worcester,  but  Rep.  Crockett’s  bills 
only  effect  the  two  in  Viorcester  County. 

Others  registering  opposition  to  the  bills  were:  Mr.  Dudley, 
Rep.  Skeledien  of  V<ebster,  Rep,  Conway  of  Millville,  Rep.  Custance  of 
Clinton,  Rep.  MCAllister  of  ’Worcester  end  Henetor  Aibetski  of  Y/ebster. 
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MT.  WACKUSETT  STATE  i^ESERVATION  COIaill  SSI  ON 


MR.  JAMIESON'S  OFi^ICE 
April  13,  1945 


Present  were: 

Mr*  Jamieson 
Mr.  Bullock 
Mr.  Brown 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  reed  by  Mr. 

Murphy  end  accepted. 

Mr.  Jamieson  on  behalf  of  Mr.  ^ullock  and  himself, 
welcomed  Mr.  Brown  as  the  new  member  of  the  Commission. 

Mr.  Bullock  at  the  outset  of  the  meeting  said  he  wanted 
it  known  that  he  was  not  interested  in  being  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mis  don  in  accordance  with  a  vote  taken  by  the  Commission  on  January 
3,  1944  to  rotate  the  chairmanship  among  the  members  with  Mr.  Bullock 
to  become  chairman  in  1945. 

Mr.  Jamieson  was  then  unanimously  reelected  chairman  and 
Mr.  Brov/n,  clerk. 

It  was  voted  to  go  on  a  view  of  the  mountain  on  April  19th. 

The  question  of  burglary  insurance  was  brought  up  on  a 
suggestion  sent  in  by  Supt.  Needham.  It  was  voted  to  delay  action 
until  the  next  Commission  meeting  when  Mr.  Needham  would  be  present. 

Mr.  Murphy  gave  a  detailed  report  on  the  status  of  House 
Bills  No.  1594  and  1595  concerning  the  transfer  of  the  financial 
support  of  the  Wachusett  and  Burgatory  reservations  from  Worcester 
County  to  the  state.  It  v/as  voted  to  attend  a  second  hearing  on 
these  bills  before  the  legislative  committee  on  counties  at  the 
State  House,  Thursday,  April  26th 

The  question  of  reopening  a  part  of  the  Summit  House  was 
deferred  until  the  next  meeting  when  it  was  hoped  that  Mr.  Needham 
would  be  present. 

It  was  voted  unanimously  to  see  what  action  could  be  taken 
toward  getting  additional  help  for  the  reservation  if  the  ''■‘achusett 
budget  asking  for  ii?15,000  is  approved  by  the  legislature . 

^'he  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 
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MT.  WACHUSETT  STATE  RESERVATION  C0:2:iSSI0N 


INSPECTION  TRIP 
April  19,  1945 


Present  were; 

^^r.  ^llock 
liiir.  Brown 
Secrete ry  Murphy 
Supt.  Needhem 

Supt.  Needham  pointed  out  to  the  Commissioners  that  much 
work  had  to  be  done  on  the  trails  as  a  shortage  of  laborers  had 
caused  these  trails  to  be  neglected  for  the  past  three  years. 

Mr.  Bullock  told  Needham  at  the  outset  that  they  wanted 
to  see  everything.  Mr.  ^  ullock  asked  Mr.  Needham  about  the 
souvenirs  on  hand  and  Mr.  ^eedham  said  that  there  were  approximately 
v300  worth  in  the  workshop  over  the  garage  but  that  it  would  be  im¬ 
possible  for  the  ^iommis  si  oners  to  see  them  as  they  were  in  cartons 
placed  high  on  the  rafters,  '-^^he  Commissioners  were  not  taken  to  the 
store  house.  The  bam  end  garage  were  inspected  and  the  home  of 
Supt.  Needham  visited . 

-^he  inspection  group  then  drove  up  the  Mountain  Road  making 
a  stop  at  the  new  parking  area  near  the  Ox-Bowl  end  at  the  Harlowe 
Lodge.  There  were  several  people  at  the  lodge  at  the  time. 

The  Mountain  Road  was  found  to  be  in  good  condition  but  some 
work  had  to  be  done  on  the  walls  and  clearing  av/ay  the  heavy  brush 
near  the  trails.  Mr.  Needham  said  he  had  been  trying  to  get  additional 
help  but  was  unable  to  find  any  available  men. 

The  Pprker  Lodge,  now  partly  occupied  by  a  State  Police  Radio 
station  was  inspected.  'This  lodge  was  found  to  bo  in  good  condition 
with  part  of  it  available  for  the  use  of  the  general  public,  'ihe  stone 
wall  near  this  lodge  needed  some  repairs  as  someone  had  removed  some 
of  the  stones  and  thrown  them  into  the  pond  nearby. 

The  Summit  House  was  inspected  with  the  exception  of  the  rooms 
on  the  second  and  third  floor  v/hich  were  locked.  *»iuch  repair  work 
was  found  necessary  on  both  the  inside  and  outside  of  this  house. 

The  down  road  was  found  in  good  condition  from  the  Summit  to 
the  Stop  sign,  but  from  there  to  the  Harrington  Parm  road  it  was 
badly  in  need  of  repairs,  the  winter  frost  having  heaved  it  in  a 
number  of  places.  The  Commissioners  observed  also  that  the  gress 
was  growing  hi^  along  this  rood  and  needed  to  be  cut  to  prevent  a 
fire  hazard. 

The  Vi/est  Road  was  found  in  good  condition.  'The  old  house  on 
V^estmlnister  Road  was  visited  also.  The  Bullock  Lodge  was  then  visited 
and  about  40  people  were  using  it  at  the  time. 
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iViT.  WACHUSETT  STATE  RESERVATION  COI^LiISSION 


HEARING  AT  THE  STATE  HOUSE 

THURSDAY?,  April  26,  1945 


Present  were: 

Mr,  Bui look 
Mr.  Murphy 


The  hearing  on  House  Bills  No,  1594  end  1595  before  the 
legislative,  committee  on  counties  wes  scheduled  for  10.30  A,  M. 
but  wes  delayed  until  11,45  due  to  the  late  arrival  of  Hep,  Earl 
Crockett  of  Upton,  sponsor  of  the  two  bills  to  transfer  the  financial 
support  of  the  two  reservations  from  Worcester  County  to  the  state. 

Rep.  Crockett  was  the  only  one  to. appear  in  favor  of  the  bills 
end  his  only  criticism  of  the  Wachusett  Commission  was  the  fact  that 
there  v/es  a  fire  at  the  reservation  and  that  the  superintendent  went 
ahead  end  hed  the  repairs  made  end  made  the  insurance  adjustment  with¬ 
out  consulting  the  County  Commissioners,  who  he  claimed  are  custodians 
of  all  county  property. 

mr.  ^ullock  outlined  in  detail  the  work  of  the  Commission 
and  said  that  the  county  commis"' loners  had  full  authority  over  the 
budget  for  the  Wachusett  reservation  end  the  commission  submitted  its 
budget  to  the  county  commissioners  for  their  approval.  He  said  he  was 
perfectly  willing  to  turn  the  supervision  of  the  Wachusett  reservation 
over  to  the  County  Commissioners  but  wes  strongly  opposed  to  pj^ecing 
the  reservation  under  state  control  as  this  would  bring  about  remote 

control  of  the  finest  reservation  in  the  state. 

> 

Others  speaking  in  opposition  to  the  two  bills  were  Rep. 

Harry  McAllister  of  Worcester  who  read  excerpts  from  a  speech  made  by 
Chairman  Elbert  R.  Crockett  of  the  k'/orcester  County  Commissioners  at 
a  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the  six  sta te  •reservations  in  the  state 
at  the  Sheraton  Hotel,  I^ec.l,  1943  in  which  Mr.  Crockett  said  that  it 
was  about  time  that  more  money  should  be  spent  on  the  two  reservations 
in  Worcester  County  and  that  the  Summit  House  should  be  opened  again  as 
people  could  get  gas  to  go  to  the  mountain,  if  they  could  get  gas  and 
"they  ere  getting  it  to  go  to  night  clubs. 

Rep.  Michael  Conway  of  iHillville,  a  member  of  the  Ways  and 
means  committee  said  his  group  were  definitely  opposed  to  appropriating 
any  money  for  these  projects  as  they  were  patronized  and  used  almost 
exclusively  by  Worcester  County  taxpayers. 

Others  in  opposition  to  Sen.  Aibertski  of  Webster,  Paul 
Viihitin  Jr.  end  John  Dudley  of  the  Purgatory  Commission.  'Aie  hearing 
lasted  one  hour. 
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MT.  WACHUSETT  STATE  RESERVATION  COivIailSSION 
MR.  JAMIESON’S  OFJICE 
June  8,  1945 


Present  were: 

Mr#  Jsmleson 
Mr.  Bullock 
Mr.  Brown 

ihe  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  reed  by  Mr.  xVlurphy 
end  accepted. 


Mr.  -^llock  asked  et  this  point  why  Mr.  Needhem  was  not 
present.  Mr.  Murphy  explained  that  Mr.  Jamieson  had  just  returned 
from  New  York  the  night  before  and  the  time  of  the  meeting  had  not 
been  decided  upon  until  this  morning,  he  said  he  celled  Mr.  Needham's 
house  but  no  one  answered  end  leter  et  the  Court  House  heard  that  Mr. 
Needham  had  been  into  the  treasurer's  office.  He  then  located  Mr. 
Needham's  car  et  a  service  station  on  Coimerciel  Street  and  left  word 
with  the  ettendant  that  when  kIt.  Needham  returned  to  tell  him  there 
would  be  e  meeting  of  the  Commission  at  Mr.  Jamieson's  office  et 
4  p.m. 


A  financial  report  showing  expenditures  of  v4432.49  as  of 
June  1  was  re^^d  and  accepted. 

Mr.  Brown  raised  the  question  as  to  whether  rent  ceilings 
on  the  cotteges  at  the  reservation  had  ever  been  filed  with  the 
Area  Rent  office.  It  was  voted  to  have  i-ir.  Brown  end  Mr.  Murphy 
investigate  this  matter  and  if  no  rent  ceilings  had  been  filed  to 
do  it  in  compliance  with  the  lew. 

Mr.  Bullock  raised  the  question  of  the  status  of  the  -i'15,000 
budget  asked  for.  Mr.  Murphya  reported  that  the  committee  on  counties 
had  acted  favorably  on  the  v<achusett  request  but  the  matter  had  not 
come  before  the  Legislature.  Rep.  McAllister.  Mr.  Jamieson  said  was 
keeping  an  eye  on  the  budget  for  any  changes. 

It  was  voted  to  have  the  inventory  of  personal  property  on 
the  reservation  and  appraisal  of  the  buildings  made  by  Mr.  *^ames 
<*'»hittey  and  men  as  soon  as  possible.  Mr.  Murphy  was  instructed  to 
contact  Mr.  Vihittey  at  once. 

At  the  suggestion  of  M^,  Jamieson  the  question  of  burglary 
insurance  on  the  Suiumlt  House  equipment  was  put  off  until  after  the 
inventory  is  made. 

It  was  voted  to  defer  any  action  on  the  Summit  House  opening 
until  later  in  the  month  when  another  meeting  will  be  held  in  Hpinceton 


Ihe  meeting  then  adjourned. 


WACHUSETT  FOUNTAIN  STATE  RESERVATION  COMMISSION 


MEETING  AT  SUPERINTENDENT . S  HOUSE 
\^rEDNESDAY?  JULY  18,1945 
at  7,30  p.  m. 


PRESENT  V-TIRE: 

Mr.  Jamieson 
Mr,  Bullock 
•  Mr,  Brown 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  by  Mr,  Murphy  and 
accepted. 

A  financial  report  was  read  by  Chairman  Jamieson  for  the  first 
six  months  which  showed  an  expenditure  of  approximately  $5,100  with 
an  estimated  table  of  expenditures  for  the  balance  of  the  year.  In  these 
estimates  was  an  item  of  ^1,400  for  road  oil,  Mr,  ^eedhara  said  that  he 
planned  on  doing  more  oiling  this  year  and  the  $1,400  figure  was  raised 
to  $2,050.00,  This  report  was  then  accepted  with  the  item  for  additional 
help  hire  put  over  until  the  next  meeting. 

There  was  some  discussion  on  the  question  of  reopening  the  office 
of  the  Summit  House,  but  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr,  Jamieson,  the  Commission 
voted  to  put  this  matter  off  for  a  month. 

A  report  was  given  by  Chairman  Jamieson  on  the  personal  property 
inventory  and  property  apprlsals  made  of  the  reservation  property.  It 
was  pointed  out  that  the  prices  listed  in  the  inventory  were  placed  at 
a  low  or  trade-in  value  and  not  at  a  replacement  figure.  The  inventory 
showed  that  the  equipment  and  contents  of  the  Summit  House  amounted  to 
approximately  $5,690,  while  the  personal  property  in  other  parts  of  the 
reservation  with  the  exception  of  some  of  the  consents  of  the  workshop 
ampunted  to  more  than  $2,800.  Mr,  Jamieson  pointed  out  that  this  was  the 
first  time  that  an  Inventory  of  the  properties  had  been  taken  since  hp 
was  on  the  Commission  and  the  r^embers  had  something  to  work  with  now.  At 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bullock  the  amount  of  Insurance  carried  on  the 
contents  of  the  Summit  House,  the  commission  voted  to  increase  the  amount 
from  $2,500  to  $5,000  with  the  newpollcy  for  $2,500  to  be  placed  with  the 
Marshall  Insurance  Co. 

Mr.  Needham  told  the  Commission  he  could  use  some  additional  help  in 
the  woods  and  clearing  up  along  the  roadside.  This  matter  was  put  over  to 
the  next  meeting  with  the  understanding  that  Mr.  Bullock  was  to  contact 
Mr.  Scarles  in  Worcester,  Mr.  Brown  to  contact  servixe  bureaus  in  the 
vicinity  of  Millbury,  Mr.  Jamieson  in  Holden  and  Mr,  Needham  in  the  towns 
of  Westminster  and  Princeton. 

Mr.  Needham  told  the  Commission  that  he  was  limited  somewhat  in  using 
the  reservation  truck  because  he  was  only  geeting  about  130  gallons  of 
gasoline  for  a  three  months  period.  He  said  the  truck  used  about  10  gallons 
a  day  when  hauling  sand  and  gravel.  He  said  that  the  rationing  officials 
considered  the  reservation  a  non  essential  enterprise  so  fare  as  gas 
allocations  were  concerned.  It  was  voted  to  have  Mr,  Brown  explore  the 
gas  situation  and  see  what  could  be  done  about  getting  additional  gasoline 
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Mr.  Brown  gave  a  report  on  his  assignment  to  file  rent  ceiling  prices 
with  the  O.P.  A.  office  in  Worcester  on  the  three  cottages  rented  on  the 
y  reservation.  Mr.  Brown  said  the  commission  was  somewhat  late  in  filing 
hut  there  would  be  no  penalty. 

The  resolve  for  the  study  by  the  State  Department  of  Conservation 
of  the  possibilities  of  a  Ski  area  and  lift  for  Mount  Wachusett  was 
discussed  and  voted  to  take  no  action  until  the  survey  is  completed. 

A  report  was  read  from  the  County  Building  Superintendent,  concern¬ 
ing  repair  and  paint  work  on  the  Summit  House  and  also  other  items  where 
some  of  the  new  employes  could  be  used,  A  discussion  was  also  held  in 
connection  with  this  item  of  any  new  projects  for  outlooks  or  roadside 
pavilions  which  could  be  used  by  the  public.  After  a  lengthy  discussion 
it  was  voted  to  Instruct  Mr.  Needham  to  prepare  a  complete  report  as  to 
costs,  projects  etc.  that  could  be  done  this  year  and  submit  it  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Commission  to  be  held  probably  Aug.  8,  1945. 

It  was  voted  to  investigate  the  status  of  Echo  Lake  which  is  posted 
by  the  Metropolitan  District  Water  Supply  Commission  to  determine  what 
Mkif  restrictions  are  Inposed  on  the  reservation  and  to  determine  if  this 
area  could  be  used  for  picknlc  purposes,  Mr.  Murphy  was  Instructed  to 
contact  the  Metropolitan  Commission. 

A  complete  file  of  the  original  bill  creating  Wachusett  reservation 
in  1899,  subsequent  amendments  and  the  bill  as  it  now  reads  and  under  which 
the  commission  operates  was  distributed  to  each  member  present. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bullock  plans  were  discussed  for  the 
publishing  of  a  new  folder  showing  the  places  of  'interest,  the  roads  etc. 
on  the  reservation.  Mr.  Murphy  was  instructed  to  see  what  could  be  done 
about  getting  complete  maps  of  the  reservation  while  Mr.  Needham  said  the 
various  places  could  be  spotted  off  on  the  maps.  He  showed  some  of  the  old 
folders  which  were  published  several  years  ago. 

The  question  of  the  trails  was  then  taken  up  and  Mr.  ^'^eedham  was 
instructed  to  place  signs  along  these  traiii  for  the  convenience  of  the 
■  public . 

Prior  to  the  meeting  the  Commissioners  had  supper  at  the  Bowling 
Alley  Tea  Room  and  then  xlnspected  the  reservation,  the  Summit  House 
and  other  places. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  9.30  p.  m. 
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WACHUSETT  MOUNTAIN  STATE  RESERVATION  COimSSION 


MEETING  AUG.  9,  1945 
!fir»  Jamieson*  s  Office 


PRESENT  WERE: 

Mr.  Jamieson 
Mr.  Brown 
Mr.  Bullock 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  reed  by  ilr.  Murphy 
and  accepted. 

Mr.  Jamieson  read  the  financial  report  report  which  showed 
expenditures  of  $6,446  as  of  Aug.  1,  leaving  a  balance  of  ‘‘'8,554. 

The  outstanding  bills  for  July  which  have  not  as  yet  been  paid, 
including  oil,  gravel,  truck  hire,  insurance  etc.  amount  to  about 
950.  .  The  regular  payroll  for  the  remaining  five  months  will  amount 
to  '“'4,089.65.  Reservation  expenses  $500  and  $1,500  more  for  road 
oil,  gravel  etc.  will  leave  the  commission  v;ith  a  balance  of  vl,5j4.35 
for  any  new  projects,  repairs  to  Sammit  House  or  help  hire. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Jamieson,  after  the  financial  report 
was  accepted  any  discus'^ion  of  new  v/ork  was  postponed  until  after 
Mr.  Needham  gave  his  report  on  the  suggestions  made  at  the  previous 
meeting  in  Princeton. 

Mr.  Brown  gave  a  detailed  report  of  his  talk  with  the  District 
OPA  office  regarding  additional  gasoline  for  the  reservation  use. 

Mr.  Brown  said  that  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  it  would  appear 
that  we  were  getting  more  gasoline  than  we  could  use  while  for  the 
second  quarter  when  the  truck  was  actually  being  used  our  quota  was 
low,  while  the  third  and  fourth  quarters  were  about  even.  Mr.  Brown 
suggested  that  a  change  might  be  made  in  the  allocation  of  gasoline 
for  the  first  and  fourth  quarters  so  that  we  could  get  more  for  the 
second  end  third  quarters.  Mr.  Needham  explained  that  his  storage 
tank  held  285  gallons  and  tha  gas  he  got  for  the  first  quarter  he  held 
as  a  reserve  to  use  for  the  second  quarter.  ^  said  that  this  was  the 
only  way  he  v/as  able  to  use  the  truck  so  much  during  May  end  June,  ^e 
said  he  thought  he  would  have  sufficient  gas  to  carry  him  through  the 
balance  of  the  year  as  there  was  nothing  much  to  be  done  to  require  the 
use  of  the  truck. 

Mr.  Murphy  gave  a  report  on  the  status  of  Echo  Lake  and  said 
that  the  said  the  signs  might  be  taken  down  and  the  Lake  used  by 
tVie  reservation.  Mr.  Needham  explained  that  the  water  from  the  Lake 
v;as  used  by  the  reservation  houses  for  drinking  purposes  and  it  was 
decided  not  to  allow  the  use  of  the  waters  for  bathing  purposes. 

In  making  his  report  on  the  suggestions  of  new  projects  as  outlined 
at  the  previous  meeting,  Mr*  Needham  said  that  he  was  unable  to  get 
anyone  to  bid  on  the  construction  of  the  new  shelter,  that  tia^^lton 
and  others  were  too  busy,  but  thought  he  might  be  able  to  get  the  two 
Italian  men  to  start  the  project  on  a  day  basis.  Mr.  ‘^amieson  said  he 
felt  that  any  work  on  the  two  upper  floors  of  the  Summit  House  should 
not  be  done  this  year  but  thought  that  some  work  should  be  done  on  the 
first  floor  and  piazza.  It  was  voted  to  put  this  work  off  until  the  next 


.V 


'  ■.  L^l  •■  I  J  '  I  .yfl 


-w; 

I'  I*-.'; 


•  r 


T'T  '•'?;  'r';*  4/iv  /.  '•.i.V 


■■:.n[ 


r\{  r  p 
oc-a'x'iC  .•’ 


♦  I  c 
:iG 


XI 


.  T , 


#  V*  I  K  « 


no-rP^j-'^L 


•  r 

.  •,% 


',-;  ■.■■'(•>  o*';,;':  0:.i  njjClvb'in  ;.7i..j  Ol- 

,  i3Qjq^'r>‘  :/r  a 


iir 


S' 


f't 


bu’-fO;  -*''  i'V'*' i  u J’*’!'  Gv’*-'  X  '  :X.- L, '^nxl  l-'.'J'  .'’OP'r'l,; 

^  .  *'  ’’l '.  f; ■’  '  ■?  XV  I'fr' i  t  J 


r 

«* 


.*::o  :s 


»  - 
r  • 


i 

rU.'j  "  o 


'.xV  ecvi/^’ Xbfff-.  VO 

.V  ,,  -  .  '•' 


5  0  F.  ’  C'C-fi  ■  ' ^  v'Xijil  '^xJ'x v^  ^'r^ior! -^C' fivi-'O  Q' 

^  ^  i  *  ^ 


■ 


:  ^'J.  ov 

n  r<  '  '' 


.''-.0  cm;  •^•"i;/nt:  h-v-iov  ^L."/ry^  ^ '.lo  Iti.  "r  <ri 

. . .  .  v-.  xt  f  ‘oz  '  .C.'o^^  t 

;  -o/l  0'‘c;r  ^:6G^  -^rv'  0X>c.4  oe?*>r?^>q  :o  co^i'‘^z>ic*et  .  ■  o; 

'  ■■  v-:  ■•■;•:.' .  V.  f'  e^/'ct  ^  t  '  .'  :V  ^'Ir.. 


aX^-i  G.C  o-.’;;o^i  :?Xi...  oz  :v:  z  'qo‘  , '5  X- v;vr(  vnr  o  c/L 


•i-oiz 


,  • '•_  i X*J  rv  5' •  Xq  F*:'fo  J. ^  . 'CF  0  X 'i  ’  •  --  '-•?  4»’ 

VOV  Z '’ ,..s,  'V^'Z  xiG  QZ  '..0  Zv  i.  •  Z o  ; 

•'•:i  s,  '■  '’..'oXv,'  o-  ;■  r  •  v->*  f  o  vl'-t/.. 


.  ri 

4 


VO  ti.'Ct'  l'  ^ 

*.'  POXqCZ  :  ■->  _  2. 

r:(V.:^Z{'  U' F.'  X)h;.-  ,  .■> 


,''0C}  or  rf.o-Ti  j 


35 

STiT^ 


'  t  ' 

^  *  •X*  <• 


'."T  c’^J.  :fjiz 


r*.’ 


Iv/ 

-*  r- 


f-’  ,«. 


‘O  Xv/jc,'. 'V  ;..:  ooe  :  '\c  "O  -f-ox  -  ,  z  -;:v  ':  u  x  .: 

e':-:  '  :Xi  olXiii.  :: '"JJ  nXf-oo  evj  o-v  it  •  onX.’c;  ' '>•.  o-;  ''  .y'^^.v- 


;zj:y  Xo  w‘"Oi.-v;  Xei..t  .*’ 

I  s  ■>■  ■  X  r»r:c  X X  ;  j.  y'-'  oo  j, 

O  '  -V  *  r  •”>  ■'■  ■*  !" 


ooX  i  'J: 

'ic  'tc  0  0 


•'.-tj  av 


r?C^ 


>  f  i  .~  ' 

•  •  l» 


XUC  OJV<5/3  VGXc 


,  r  ' 


.*.w  _ _ _  z'  'h  -  ‘i:.'  -c  ’-.  vg:v 

.0370  .'  j;oq'^  oie*!.  -vioj  '••rp  ;5*:i.'o*  b.'.’’  .''^^01  ‘  .-vt  oXi.'  :  ^:':.  .. 

u^' iilGO  .zci^'  "o.:'**  r'X  3r^;,:j';jz.ilrz  o  ;^  ''.  •  ■'‘-  .,-xoi 

‘-o’i^  o'-.ox:  cO;,.'  '-  C;.'//  zv;  ;f.  ^  ^  ..-. --.ot  :■  v* -5 -^vl  i.  o :' :  0-  ^. 

-  r  r  _ _ 

■J 


..  i 


■■,  •oc  i.z  GXzi,  ;  '  .v  -'i^Uqvt-  z  ■  ‘j  ->rp  V  ziziX  5;-'’ 


t  L.' '  e-.'  *■•  r  .t-  V  O  :?  r^. 

fi  '.c 


■•■r-'  fc;  j  r :  Vj 

,  -.  rj,. 

Iv  -  ■  •■*  ■  ‘  •’  -J 


o 

/  V 


•  e.  =>iv'  "vv  dtKjf  X'p',  GVS  bi-'O  '.': 

v»p  .o'':co.:^^  vC'l  c.'V'  c-v,  Xfvv-ooi)'.  * 

O'lv  ;:>  Grvx'-  :,-  rv'jj'iJ'  ooz-  6z...' <  +  ••  ^  .  3.x  \Iro 

0  oX-  0  .;fivXoi.  .XjJv  ovn  I  oXijOvz  oP  ^  ' 

OX  iooffr;  vxJ..JvOn  £rf*jt  o-  offX  \o  : 

.-’Xz^jv’P  OP"  .< 


r  ocf. 
■L 


bt-i-'  OfiiXi  \o  P 

vd  gVj  iV  'zb  cf'}L 

r'ov'p  vt*^ X5v;  rvb  X  ’/iX- 

r.^'K  ’■.■'  »  p-^so-.r^L',  :>.' i;-' 


f;'-:-i'<Jt.Xir  ■  O  '  rJ'oo-(,0'iq  Ye>^.  %0  O  ’.o  XJ  o,  ;  ,f;£^  r 


xe3 

0  X 

f  ;  ♦. 

'•  .  »  '1  '  * 

>  *  J .  ^ 

0  ow 

O’ I  X 

n:’iX  bX’« 

.  c  -  .■' 

t:\ 

*  <>  1  *  •+ 

‘  1  « V 

t  *1  e 

F  ioni* 

rreri  eri; 

0  ■■' 

4 

U 

■.y 

.1'0'- 

03  e 

•k  ‘  ‘  ' 

fttt  ^ 

.jv....:.’  eli 

n.. 

•> 

0  .  ■ 

ri 

« 

0 

J’O 

..  Hr 

•;iO 

cip;?* 

xC  n^^oC 

‘’ij 

j' 

op 

06 

Pvz  :>X 

.0  0  ■ .' 

''  ;i'i  <0 

V  ezo:;  i 

a 

—  <  r 
•»  ♦  ■  *  ■• 

•/:  0 

'ViO 

z;  G  JUi 

*  i'l'’  ' 

V  0  -1 

*  r> 

(r'.’j  ao  ;; 

VVqOV 

j  0 

'„■  '>  ■ 

u 

■vf 

Z3i;  'i'- 

.i  '(  ■!■ 

■‘.O  rsG/ 

<J 

rv  ,  ■  .■  '  + 

•  -'  k 

t  ^  0  r  n  '* 
•  ^  •**•  ~ 

0  :  z 

'•’0.b^•  - 

♦i  .  V 

.PZ; 

Xv> 

"  ©yi '• 

. ;  ftfHP  : 

m.kj  vL.  C*  V  •  A' 

c' 

•:o-XvP 

O',  cd 

vp"  L©ov 

?V7 

OPv 

0  o'in  o./j  VO 

r  j!  )!?  : 

*»• 

Xon  be&I':ir'6 

•■'  . 

X  ♦  V 

VO  J-j 

oco*; 

*^4  ^ 

^  J  ^  X 

i':'^  c  -t 

,  in  •■ 

«  « 

,  'i:f  'zp'j 

. 

t  ■  . 

.tXjo 

*•--.•?.  PI' 

» 

0  i 

V  0z  :  ©Gij'  r.  •'» 

'-k  f 
.k 

■.  C  i;C  X 

Jo;. 

'■  '  3  0  '  X 

•z  Of*. 

C<) 

bXe  oj  ©PC-vn'''' 

if  UO.:  X" 

jL 

0  rz’^ 

PCf 

nj  y 

Cv  V 
w 

'  -or'-tii/jo  T'' 

t  0 

i;o  ;'T 

• 

'Zuf 

H 

.?j  .‘:  0 

pe: 

rq 

'‘1«^  :•  1 

</  .1 

j  ■  Xwij 

'•'JlO  . 

-  - 

:kpw 

■n  5rr;-;j  jl©'!: 

J  't' 

-y  J 

PO.' 

•U  'jiJ'X 

r  v.o 

»r  ■“>  f.  \ 

»  .  VM  t  < 

;  ♦ 

©fTO?:?  X'l  0  ri 

^...  f 

w 

io  joy 

|r;  ;■  '  Vi 

1  4  • 

■V.-  :  .? 

f  «*»* 

^  W<  .  .  i  * 

-r  on  iv-:n 

i 

meeting 'PS  v/ell  as  the  opening  of  the  Sunmit  House  office,  v/hen  there 
might  be  some  chsnge  in  the  war  situation.  It  was  voted  to  place  burglary 
insurance  on  the  contents  of  the  Summit  House. 

Mr.  Jamieson  raised  the  question  of  oiling  and  repairing  Echo  Lake 
Road.  Mr.  Needham  thought  this  would  be  a  good  project  and  the  road 
would  be  used  by  many  motorist,  he  said  that  he  thought  he  could  widen 
the  road.  Mr.  Bullock  asked  if  it  was  necessary  to  oil  the  other 
reservation  roads  at  this  time  end  if  the  oil  could  not  be  used  on 
Echo  Lake  Road  this  year  and  the  other  roads  oiled  next  year.  Mr. 

Needham  said  that  he  had  planned  on  putting  a  sealing  coat  of  asphalt 
on  that  section  he  repaired  starting  at  the  Arrington  Earm  road. 

It  was  voted  to  oil  and  repair  Echo  -^ake  road,  the  project  to  be 

started  at  once.  Mr.  Murphy  was  instructed  to  insert  an  advertisement 
in  the  'i'elegrsm  to  comply  with  the  law  requiring  bids  for  pil  in 
excess  of  'i'lOOO.  Mr.  ^ullock  suggested  that  Mr.  Needham  look  into  the 
idea  of  a  few  new  fire  places  near  Echo  Lake  and  also  about  getting 
the  new  shelter  started  if  funds  were  available.  said  he  was  pleased 
to  note  that  we  had  two  new  projects  on  the  way^  Echo  Lake  and  a  few 

fire  places.  If  any  funds  are  left  from  these  two  projects  then  they 

can  be  used  for  oiling  the  other  roads  or  starting  work  on  the  shelter, 
he  said.  It  v/as  so  voted. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned. 
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vVACHUSETT  MOUNTAIN  STi^  TE  RESERVATION  COr.IMISoION 
MEETING  Aug.  21,1945’ 

Mr.  Jflmieson^s  Office  et  3.30. p.  m. 


Present  were: 

Mr.  Jflrtiieson 
Mr.  Bullock 

t  0  meeting  of  the  Commission  this  afternoon  it  was  voted 
to  open  the  Summit  House  office  weekends  starting  Sunday,  Aug.  26. 

Mr.  Bullock  said  he  had  made  a  trip  to  the  mountain  the  day  gas 
rationing  was  lifted  and  there  v/ere  more  than  40  cars  at  the  ^ammit. 
He  said  he  talked  with  a  number  of  people  and  was  convinced  the  House 
should  be  open.  Mr.  Murphy  told  of  a  visit  he  made  to  the  mountain 
the  previous  Sunday  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr*  Jamieson  and  reported 
about  50  cars  at  the  Summit. 

Mr.  Murphy  reported  that  he  had  contacted  Mr.  BrovTn  who  was 
unable  to  be  present  but  that  he  was  strongly  in  favor  of  opening 
the  house. 

The  Commission  instructed  Mr.  Murphy  to  v/rite  a  letter  to  Supt. 
Needham  instructing  him  to  turn  on  the  water,  have  the  lights 
connected,  the  toilets  opened  end  attend  to  any  other  matters  which 
he  thought  necessary,  ^ar.  Needham  was  to  be  told  that  plans  had  been 
made  for  the  purchase  of  tonics,  cigars,  cigarets  and  candy  and  the 
only  thing  he  would  have  to  provide  would  be  ice  for  the  tonics. 

Mr.  Murphy  was  instructed  to  take  over  the  operation  of  the 
office  and  to  engage  whatever  help  necessary  for  the  souvenir  end 
candy  counter.  It  was  pointed  out  that  the  funds  for  the  purchase 
of  the  various  items  including  new  souvenirs  could  be  taken  from  the 
balance  left  over  after  the  oiling  and  rebuilding  of  Echo  Lake  Road. 

It  was  agreed  that  some  work  could  be  done  on  the  first  floor  of 
the  Summit  House  while  Mr.  Murphy  was  in  attendance. 


The  meeting  was  adjourned. 
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CHUSETT  ST^'PE  nssET/moT^T  co::i'ir>nGi^ 


!.IR.  JAI.:I!C50N’  S'  OR  TG] 


Got.  2d  j  19-^5 


Present  were: 

r.Ir.  Gr; ales  on 
x.lr.  .Brov/n 

Tlie  minutes  oP  the  previous  meetin^  were  re^’d  snd  SGcei)ted. 

^  finr.ncinl  re^Dort  of  the  expenditures  ^nd  recei^^ts  of  the 
Suniinit  Rouse  were  re^d  by  i-r.  Rurphy.  The  expenditures  were  nnd 

the  receipts  41329.15,  shov/in^  n  profit  of  $456.44.  Hie  Summit  House 
wss  open  ei^^t  Sundpys  from  10  to  6.  p.  m.  ,  two  holidays  from  10  a .  m. 
to  6  p.  m.  and  seven  Saturday  afternoons  in  addition  to  pprts  of  14  other 

good  days.  Of  the  eight  Sundays  opened  five  were  either  rainy  or  cloudy. 

More  than  1060  people  registered  in  the  observation  tov/er.  These  people 
came  from  30  different  states  and  three  countries.  However,  a  check  showed 
that  nearly  60  percent  of  the  people  who  visit  the  reservation  are  from 
Vi'orcester  County. 

LIr.  Jamieson  said  that  he  had  sent  a  letter  to  T'lr.  Needham 
instructing  him  to  stop  work  at  once  on  Echo  Lake  Road  until  the  Commission 
had  an  opportunity  to  check  its  finances.  Mr.  Needham  said  that  when  he 
received  Mr.  Jamieson* s  letter  there  was  only  about  two  days  work  more  to 
complete  the  road  surface  so  continued  the  project. 

Mr.  Murphy  reported  a  balance  of  v365.74  to  carry  on  the  reserva ti 
work  for  November  and  December.  Mr.  Needham  reported  it  would  require 

$800  for  oil  end  v250  for  sand  to  complete  Echo  Lake  Road.  It  was  voted 

to  put  this  matter  off ^ until  next  year. 

To  keep  the  records  clear  and  to  prevent  any  overdrafts,  Mr. 
JaiTiieson  said  he  would  like  to  have  a  motion  in  the  records  instructing 


mil  i.jj. 


lur.  Needham  not  to  s^^end  any  money  for  the  balance  of  the  year  except 
for  the  chief  incidentals  in  running  the  reservation.  ..ir.  Jamieson 
made  the  motion  and  it  was  so  voted. 

Mr*  Needham  reported  his  jiem  painted  the  piazza  of  the  Sammit  House 


during  the  week. 
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Mf .  V/ ©  chus  e  1 1  S  ta  t e  Re  s e  rva  t i  on  Coniini  s  i  o n 
Mr.  Jamieson’S  Office. 

Present  were: 

Mr.  Bullock 
Mr.  Jamieson 
Mr.  Brown 


llie  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  reed  and  accepted. 


Mr.  Bullock  was  elected  chairman  of  the  commision  for  the  year  194'X> 
in  accordance  with  the  vote  to  rotate  the  chairmanship.  The  vote  v/as 

seconded,  and  it  was  also  moved  and  seconded  that  Mr.  Brown  act  as  clerk 
of  the  commision. 


Mr.  Bullock  explained  that  he  had  t^^lked  with  Mr.  Jones  con- 
cerninc  the  budjet  of  $18,000.  No  opposition  was  anticipated  but  it 
would  be  watched  carefully. 


It  was  sieges  ted  that  a  burglar  alarm  system  for  the 
Summit  House  might  be  a  good  idea,  and  to  make  inquiries  as  to  kind 
and  cost  of  installation. 


Mr.  Murphy  was  to  arrange  to  have  weekly  legislative 
bulletin  sent  to  the  chaiman,  Mr.  Bullock. 


It  was  also  agreed  that  .MR.  Rosseel  be  contacted  in 
regard  to  stationery,  signs  for  the  reserve ti on, and  theprinting  of 
a  pamphlet  containing  information  and  pictures  of  Mt.  Wachusett. 


Minutes  of  the  Meeting  of  the 
^r^.  WACHUSETT  COM^'/riSSION 
April  26,  1946 
Chamber  of  Commerce  3:00  PM 


Meeting  called  to  order,  by  Chairman  Bullock.  Present  were 
Mr,  Jamieson,  Mr.  Bullock,  Mr,  Brown  and  Mr.  Needham,  Superin¬ 
tendent.  Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  approved.  Letter 
from  Mr.  Murphy,  secretary  of  the  board,  read  by  Mr,  Jamieson 
contained  a  report  on  progress  of  the  printing  of  pamphlets, 
etc.  for  the  reservation.  The  anticipated  expenditure  of  $800 
for  oil  for  the  reservation  roads  was  not  agreed  to  by  Mr. 
Needham.  He  said  that  Echo  Lake  Road  had  not  been  oiled  and 
that  this  work  should  be  finished  before  heavy  travel  started. 
The  budget  report  indicated  an  average  of  $3000  for  the  reser¬ 
vation  expenditures  and  approximately  $3500  to  be  expended  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  Summit  House. 

The  discussion  of  changes  to  be  made  in  the  hotel  office 
and  kitchen  was  held  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  office  counter 
should  be  removed  and  that  space  made  servable  for  the  sale  of 
tonic,  Souvenirs  and  light  luncheons. 

It  was  moved  and  unanimously  voted  to  invite  John  vVhite 
Fellows,  County  Commissioner  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  com¬ 
missioner  and  that  notice  of  said  vote  be  contracted  to  ?^r. 
Fellows . 

Mr.  Needham  stated  upon  inquiry  that  $1050  was  needed  to 
complete  the  sanding  and  oiling  of  Echo  Lake  Road  and  that  the 
TJp  and  Down  roads  could  be  repaired  at  a  cost  of  $600.  Hotion 
was  made  to  authorize  Superintendent  Needham  to  expend  a  sum 
of  $1000  on  Echo  Lake  Road  to  complete  the  final  work  and  that 
he  be  further  authorized  to  resurface  the  Up  and  Down  roads 
with  a  coat  of  asphalt  at  a  cost  of  $600.  Upon  motion  it  was 
unanimously  voted  to  increase  the  base  pay  of  the  present  Em¬ 
ployees  at  the  reservation  from  $.70  per  hour  to  $.85  per  hour 
and  to  employ  two  men  for  the  entire  year  at  that  pay  rate  and 
to  engage  as  many  more  as  were  needed  at  the  same  rate  of  pay 
during  the  summer  months.  As  part  of  the  same  motion,  it  was 
voted  that  Merton  0,  Linquist  be  employed  on  the  reservation 
starting  May  1,  1946  to  work  on  the  reservation  and  to  assist 
at  the  Summit  House  when  needed  and  to  be  paid  under  the  newly 
adopted  pay  schedule,  said  employment  to  be  on  year-round  basis. 

Chairman  Bullock  suggested  that  an  estimate  of  expenses 
presently  contracted  be  prepared  by  the  secretary  for  the  next 
meeting  with  the  thou^t  that  further  improvements  within  the 
budget  limit  may  be  planned  and  put  into  operation. 

Superintendent  Needham  was  instructed  to  clean  and  paint 
all  toilet  facilities  on  the  reservation  and  to  prepare  the 
Summit  House  for  an  early  opening.  'The  date  of  the  next  meet¬ 
ing  was  tentatively  set  for  2  weeks. 
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W/>GHUSSTT  LIOUIJT^IN  ST/ TE  RESERV/ TION  COLLIISSION 


CH/ LIBER  OF  COivL.iERCE 


Lley  22,  1046 


Present  were: 


John  ’J. 


Bullock 
Brovm 
Jamieson 
.  V/.  Fellows 


Ihe  minutes  of  the  previous  ijieeting  were  rend  by  I'r.  Brown  and 
a  ccepted, 

Mr,  Murphy  reported  that  a  supplementary  budget  for  ‘<eohusett  had 
been  sent  in  by  the  County  Commissioners  for  4720,  making  a  total  for 
the  year  of  4* 18, 720. 

On  motion  of  Mr*  Jamieson  the  Commission  voted  to  rescind  its  vote 
of  the  previous  meeting  for  the  expenditure  of  v600  for  oil  for  the  up 
and  down  road,  becj^se  the  commissioners  had  all  driven  over  the  road 
end  were  of  the  opinion  that  this  work  could  be  put  off  for  another  year. 
It  v/ps  also  voted  to  instruct  Mr.  Needham  of  the  vote  taken  today.  It 
was  agreed  that  the  expenditure  of  tlOOO  for  Echo  Lake  Road  voted  at  the 
previous  meeting  be  carried  out. 


tkf- 


It  wes^  unanimous  vote  of  the  commission  that  the  operation  of  the 
Summit  House  for  1946  be  placed  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  LIurphy.  It 
was  also  voted  to  have  Ivlr.  Murphy  get  separate  prices  for  drapes  for  the 
East  Room  and  the  recovering  of  the. cushions  formerly  used  in  the  East 
Room. 

It  was  voted  to  instruct  Mr.  Needham  to  have  his  reservation  men 
clean  up  the  toilets,  the  outside  and  inside  of  the  Summit  House,  turn 
on  the  water  preparatory  to  the  opening  of  the  Sanimit  House  for  Memorial 
Day. 

It  was  also  voted  to  instruct  Mr.  Needham  that  Merton  Lindquist, 
the  new  employe  be  used  by  Murphy  working  around  the  Summit  House 
and  helping  Mr.  Murphy  with  the  operation  of  the  house  on  busy  days  or 
in  the  opening  hours  of  the  morning. 

It  was  agreed  that  no  action  be  taken  on  a  pay  increase  for  the  help 
until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Commission,  which  it  was  voted  should  be 
held  at  the  Harrington  Farm,  Princeton,  Wednesday,  June  5th  at  6  p.  m. 

Mr.  Brovm  was  instructed  to  further  investigate  the  costs  of  an 
A.  D.  T.  burglar  alarm  and  report  at  the  next  meeting.  Mr.  Brown  said  he 
thought  the  project  could  be  done  for  4»»150  if  it  were  not  necessary  to 
lease  a  private  wire. 
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IiraHTING  0?  THE  '.VAGHUSETT  ilOUNTAIN  STATE  RESSWA TI OR 


5u::.:iT  Houssj  juirs  -i946 


Lir.  Bullock 
Mr .  Brown 
I’.Ir»  Jamieson 

This  y/as  ane  of  the  fey/  morning;  meetings  held  by  the 
Commission  and  it  was  decided  to  inspect  the  grounds  before  starting 
the  meeting. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  accepted: 

The  first  question  discussed  was  that  of  cutting  the  shrubbery 
at  the  Surmnit  sp  that  people  y/ould  have  a  better  viev/  from  the  top 
of  the  mountain. 

It  was  unanimously  voted  that  the  shrubbery  question  be 
given  priority  and  that  Supt.  Needham  be  instructed  to  do  this  work 
at  once.  It  was  voted  to  have  the  chairman  write  both  Mr.  Needham  and 
Mr.  Murphy  telling  each  what  his  responsibilities  were  so  far  as  having 
certain  work  done. 

-'^mong  some  of  the  things  designated  for  Mr.  Needham’s  men 
to  do  v/ere: 

1- -  Cut  o^trim  shrubbery - Put  cold  tar  patch  in  holes 

near  the  East  lense,  bring  up  fire  exteinguishers ,  radio  and  spy 
glass  from  the  storehouse,  bring  up  wood  for  the  fire  places  and 
SumiTiit  House,  clean  out  pond  amd  repair  seats- in  the  Parker  Lodge. 

2- -  It  was  agreed  that  Mr.  Murphy’s  responsibility  was 
anything  that  had  to  do  with  the  Summit  House  and  grounds,  such  as 
getting  out  tables  now  in  the  garage,  getting  rubbish  cans  out  of 
garage  end  painted,  painting  the  inside  of  the  Ladies  Rest  Room, 
having  grass  around  the  Samnit  House  cut,  toilets  cleaned,^/?^ 

3- -  The  question  of  putting  caustic-  soda  in  the  toilets 
was  then  taken  up.  On  ^notion  of  M^.  Jamieson  it  was  unanimously  voted 
to  have  Needham’s  men  put  the  soda  in  and  show  Lindquist  how  they  did 
it  so  that  in  the  future  he  could  take  care  of  it.  It  was  agreed  that 
the  handling  of  caustic  soda  by  an  inexperienced  person  might  cause 
serious  trouble  to  their  eyes. 

It  was  voted  to  buy  police  uniform  equipment  for  Merton 
Lindquist  so  that  he  could  be  used  on  holidays  and  Sundays  for  traffic 
work  and  other  times  petrolling  the  reservation  especially  in  the 
forest  fire  season. 

The  question  of  pi?oviding  some  means  of  transportation 
for  the  Summit  House  so  that  privately  ov/ned  cars  would  not  have  to 
haul  the  supplies  up  the  mountain  was  discussed  at  length.  It  was 
suggested  that  some  arrangement  could  be  made  for  the  use  of  Mr. 
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Needham’s  cf?r  especi'^lly  osturdpy  rnd  ^undnys.  It  wps  agreed, 
ho_^ver,  that  no  action  be  taken  today  and  the  matter  be  allowed  to 
re'^m  as  is  for  the  present* 

On  the  question  of  doing  the  work  as  outlined  today  Mr*  Bullock 
suggested  that  Mr*  Needham  could  call  upon  Lindquist  to  help  him  with  the 
brush  cutting  etc.,  if  he  v/asn' t  needed  by  Mr.  Murphy.  It  was  so  voted* 

It  was  voted  to  rescind  the  order  for  the  oiling  of  Echo  Lake 
Road  and  that  no  money  be  spent  for  oil  this  year. 

Mr*  Bullock  raised  the  question  of  more  signs  for  the  reservation* 

He  thought  that  signs  designating  Echo  Lake  ,  the  Horlow  Outlook  and 
other  signs  be  placed  in  their  proper  places,  especially  on  the  up  and 
down  road. 

Mr*  Brown  reported  that  the  question  of  installing  a  burglar  alarm 
would  cost  to  much  money  as  the  line  is  ovmed  by  the  telephone  company. 

The  question  of  adjusting  the  pay  of  the  men  so  that  they  would 

received  a  flat  pay  rate  of  si'l  an  hour  was  again  discussed.  In  view  of  the 

fact  that  the  treasurer5:s  office  or  the  CQ-umission  has  any  knowledge  at 

this  time  as  to  what  the  state  is  to  recommend  as  a  base  pay  for  the  men 

it  v/es  voted  to  wait  until  the  new  revised  schedule  as  approved  by  the 

Legislature  came  out  on  Aug.  1  for  the  month  of  July.  It  was  agreed, 

however  that  all  were  in  favor  of  the  men  getting  an  hour. 

«  « 

It  was  voted  in  executive  session  of  the  Commission  that  the  base 
pay  of  Mr.  Murphy  be  increased  1^500  a  year  due  to  increased  responsibili ti 
and  that  of  Mr*  Needham  increased  also  that  the  salaries  for  the  remaining 
year  would  be  the  sameo 
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W/^CHUSEIT  MOUNTAIN  Sr/\  TE  RESERVA  TION  CO..^-II -3I0N 


M^EE'L’ING?  AUQ.  12,  1946 
SuTiLmit  House,  ^  p.  m. 


Present  were: 

Mr,  Bullock 
kr.  Broun 
Lr.  Jn.Miieson 

A  rex^ort  yjr.s  given  by  Mr.  Murphy  on  the  expenditures  ps  of 
Aug.  1,  showing  rn  expenditure  of  ^9,435.48  thus  fnr  with  pn  pnticipnted 
expenditure  for  srlrries,  Sammit  House  find  oil,  etc.  of  p.pproxime  tely 
vSOOO  for  the  ba lance  of  the  year  leaving  an  estimated  balance  of  v642.32 
for  the  reservation  expenses  for  five  months. 

Mr.  Jamieson  asked  about  some  of  the  instructions  which  were 
supposed  to  have  been  given  Mr.  Needham  about  v.'ork  to  be  done  on  the  top 
of  the  mountain.  Mr.  Murphy  said  no  instructions  had  been  sent  and  Mr. 
Jamieson  asked  Mr.  Needham  then  to  note  some  of  the  things  to  be  done 
right  awa^,  including  the  soda  in  the  toilets,  the  cleaning  of  the  pond, 
the  trimming  of  the  brush,  the  patching  of  the  holes,  repairs  to  the 
benches  in  the  Parker  lodge. 

It  was  voted  unanimously  to  allocate  v800  for  the  oiling  and 
sanding  of  the  up  road.  . 

The  commission  recorded  itself  as  in  favor  the  motion,"  To 
record  ourselves  in  favor  of  the  acceptance  of  64  acres  of  lend  adjoining 
the  reservation,  now  owned  by  Everett  Vi .  Needham  in  exchange  for  the 
white  cottage  house  and  1;^  acres  of  land  which  the  reservation  would 
transfer  to  Mr.  Needham.  It  was  voted  to  a  letter  to  ?.  P,  Haynes 

and  have  hin  contact  the  attorney  general  to  see  if  such  a  transfer  could 
be  made.  In  the  event  it  cannot  the  comnission  said  it  might  file  a  bill 
for  special  legislation  to  give  them  the  ri^^t  to  make  the  transfer. 

The  commission  then  took  up  the  discussion  of  employes  working 
during  the  winter  and  the  status  of  Merton  0.  Lindquist ^ t  this  point 
Mjo,  Murphy  end  Mr.  Needham  were  excused  and  the  commission  went  into 
executive  session. 

Later  the  Commission  had  dinner  at  the  Harrington  Farms. 
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Mt.  V/achusett  State  Reservation  Commission 


llr.  Bullock*  s  Office 
March,  1947 


Present  were: 


Mr.  Bullock 
Mr.  Jamieson 
I.!r.  Brown 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and 

accepted. 


Ih*.  Brown  was  elected  chairman  of  the  Commission  for 
the  year  of  1947  in  accordance  with  the  vote  to  rotate  the 
chairmanship . 

Mr.  Jamieson  was  elected  clerk  of  the  Commission  for 

1947. 

After  a  brief  discussion  the  meeting  was  adjourned 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  chairman. 
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Mt,  V/achusett  State  Reservation  Commission 

Mr.  Needham*  s  House 
* 

.  May,  1947 


Present  were: 


Mrw  Brown 
Mr,  Bullock. 
Mr,  Jamieson 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and 

approved. 


After  a  brief  discussion  about  tiie  operation  of  the 
Summit  House  for  the  season  of  1947,  it  was  decided  that  we  should 
engage  the  services  of  an  operator  for  the  Summit  House  from 
May  15,  to  October  15.  At  this  time  we  interviewed  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Connor  of  Princeton,  and  after  outlining  the  work  required 
we  engaged  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Connor  for  the  season  at  $85,00  a 
week. 


No  further  business  being  discussed,  the  meeting  was 

adjourned. 
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r.t,  vracliusetu  State  Reservation  Copx.iiaaion 


340  Rain  Street 
September  6,  1947- 


Present  were:  !'r.  Brown 

rr.  Geat 
rr*  Jamieson 

Tiie  minutes  of  ti:e  last  meetii]^  were  i‘ead  and 

approved. 


On  motion  duly  made  and  seconded,  I'r,  Brovjn  was 
elected  chairr.an  for  tlie  balance  of  1947,  I!r,  Jamieson  was 
elected  clerk  for  tlie  balance  of  1947. 

Rotion  was  made  to  v^elcorne  the  new  comriissioner, 
rn,  Richard  C,  Gest. 

notion  was  made  to  record  our  appreciation  of  the 
fine  work  and  time  donated  by  tlie  retiring  commissioner,  I!r. 
Chandler  Bullock. 

At  this  tirae  a  report  was  read  of  the  1947  operation 
of  the  Summit  House. 

It  was  voted  to  record  our  appreciation  of  our 
retiring  superintendent,  Hr.  Bverett  V/,  'leedham,  and  furtiier 
voted  to  have  a  testimonial  prepared  anu  presented  to  Ru?. 
Reedham.  Tliia  matter  v;as  left  in  the  hands  of  commissioner 
Gest  • 


Tlie  matter  of  the  appointiaent  of  a  superintendent 
to  succeed  !!'.  Reedham  was  discussed  and  it  was  decided  to 
hold  the  appointment  in  abeyance  until  a  later  meeting. 

It  was  voted  to  adjourn  subject  to  tlie  call  of 
tlie  chairman. 
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Mt.  Wachusett  State  Resei*vation  Commission 
County  Treasurer* s  Office 
April  2,  1948  4:00  p.m* 


Present  were: 


Chairman  Brown 
Commissioner  Guest 
Commissioner  Jamieson 


^1  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  chairman. 

Motion  was  made  by  Commissioner  Guest  and  seconded  by  Com¬ 
missioner  Brown  that  we  appoint  Earle  R.  Vickery,  Jr.  of 
"ATorcester  as  a  working  superintendant  to  the  Mount  Wachusett 
State  Reservation  on  the  following  conditions:.  That  the 
superintendant  begin  his  duties  on  or  about  the  15th  of  April, 
1948;  that  he  have  charge  of  the  complete  reservation  including 
the  Summit  House  under  the  supervision  of  the  Commissioners. 

His  salary  to  be  as  follows:  $250.00  per  month  plus  the 
superintendant  house  on  the  reservation,  the  use  of  the  state 
car  for  reservation  business,  telephone,  lights,  and  fuel 
from  the  mountain.  This  was  voted  by  two  commissioners. 
Commissioner  Jamieson  refrained  from  voting. 

^  It  was  voted  and  motion  made  by  Commissioner  Guest, 

seconded  by  Commissioner  Brown,  that  the  Chairman  notify  Mr. 
Everett  W.  Needham,  retired  superintendant,  to  vacate  the 
superintendant  house  on  the  reservation  on  or  before  April  15, 
1948. 


^3  After  some  discussion  as  to  the  duties  of  the  new 

superintendant  and  the  plans  of  the  work  to  be  done  this  season 
on  the  reservation,  and  sJ.so  after  some  discussion  as  to  the 
bill  now  in  the  General  Court  regarding  the  exchange  of 
property  between  Mr.  Needham  and  the  state,  it  was  voted  to 
adjourn,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chairman. 


William'  Jamieson, 
Clei^k/  / 


( 


April  9,  1048 


Mr.  Everott  W.  Needham 
Princeton,  Maosachuootts 


Dear  Everett: 


Ad  you  know,  tho  Comnlaslon  hao  appointed  a 
now  Superlntondertb  of  tlio  Reservation  to  comence  Ills 
duties  April  16,1948. 

Upon  your  rotlreii^nt  last  sunuer,  altliough 
tlie  Commission  decided  not  to  rent  you  ttio  house  you 
occupied  as  Superintendent,  you  have  continued  to 
occupy  tlie  proraises  without  rent  as  you  wero  not  tiien 
asked  to  vacate. 

Tills  Is  to  notify  you  to  vacate  on  or  before 
April  15,1948  tlie  premises  now  occupied  by  you  on  tlio 
Mountain  Road  known  as  tho  Superintendent’s  House  on 
the  hachusett  Mountain  State  Reservation,  consist inc  of 
an  eight-room  single  family  house  together  witli  attic 
and  cellar,  the  garage  and  bam  adjacent  tiiereto. 


Wacliuoett  Mountain  State  Reservation 


Commissioners 


( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

{ 


wlllia;.;  J.  Ja  iloaon 


mohard  6.  'Guest 


Mt.  Wachusett  State  Reservation  Commission 


County  Treasurer's  Office 
March  8,  19k9  3:00  p.m* 


Present  were: 


Chairman  Brown 
Commissioner  Guest 
Commissioner  Jamieson 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  3  o* clock  in  the 
office  of  the  Treasurer  of  Worcester  County,  Court  House, 
V/orcester,  Massachusetts,  with  the  Superintendent  present. 
The  Minutes  of  the  meeting  of  April  2,  194®  were  read  and 
approved. 

First  order  of  business  was  the  election  of  officers 
for  the  coming  year.  Mr.  Brown  was  re-elected  Chairman, 
and  Mr.  Guest  was  elected  Clerk. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Superintendent  was  read, 
discussed  and  certain  changes  recommended,  which  he  was 
Instructed  to  make  prior  to  the  submission  of  the  report 
to  the  County  Commissioners. 

An  Insurance  appraisal  report  of  the  Reservation's 
buildings  to  the  Commission  by  Frederick  L.  O’Brien  was 
read  and  discussed.  It  was  decided  to  adjust  the  insuranc 
program  as  follows:- 


Building 

Present 

Insurance 

Additional 

Total 

Superintendent ’ s 
Cottage 

$10,000. 

$8,000. 

$18,000 

Garage  &  Shop 
(contents ; 

1,000. 

none 

2,000. 

500. 

3,000 

500 

Barn 

3,000. 

none 

3,000 

Employee's  Cottage 
(Rice) 

4,000. 

3,000. 

7,000 

Cottage  (Brooks) 

4,000.' 

3,000. 

7,000 

Cottage  (Newton) 

2,000. 

(Not  to  be  renewed)  none 

Parker  Lodge 

none 

none 

none 

Bullock  Lodge 

none 

none 

none 
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Insuranc  e  ( c  on  *  t ) 

Summit  House 

11,250. 

none 

11,250. 

(contents) 

2,812,50 

none 

2,812.50 

Summit  Garage 

none 

none 

none 

138,062.50 

#16,500. 

#52,562.50 

The  possibility  of  a  fire  in  the  Summit  House  during 
the  Summer  season  was  discussed  and  it  was  decided  that  the 
construction  of  the  building,  together  with  the  absence  of 
emergency  exits  in  the  Observation  Tower,  made  the  continued 
use  of  this  facility  by  the  public  dangerous.  It  was 
unanimously  voted  to  close  the  tower  to  the  public  until 
further  notice.  The  Superintendent  was,  however,  instructed 
to  draw  up  plans  for  the  use  of  the  second  floor  of  the 
Summit  House  as  a  public  observatory,  to  be  presented  to 
the  Commission  at  the  next  meeting* 

A  discussion  was  held  on  the  absence  of  public  liability 
insurance  on  the  Summit  House  and  the  Superintendent  was  in¬ 
structed  to  investigate  this  matter  aind  report  to' the  Chairman 
as  soon  as  possible. 

It  was  voted  unanimously  to  lease  the  first  floor  of 
the  S\immlt  House  to  John  Connor  of  Princeton  for  the  1949 
season  for  a  rental  of  $500.00,  Connor  to  fvirnlsh  the 
Commission  with  a  statement  of  his  gross  business  at  the 
close  of  the  season. 

Meeting  was  adjourned  at  5  o* clock. 


Signed, 


Richard  C.  Guest, 
Clerk 
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Mt.  Wachusett  State  Reservation  Commission 


January  9>  3:00  p.m. 


Present  were; 


Chairmsin  Brown 
Commissioner  Guest 
Commissioner  Jamieson 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Brown.  It  was 
voted  that  the  Clerk  cast  one  ballot  for  Mr.  Jamieson  as 
Chairman  for  the  ensuing  year  and  Mr.  Guest  as  Clerk  for  the 
ensuing  year.  The  Minutes  of  the  meeting  of  March  8,  19^9 
were  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Vickery  discussed  the  budget  for  the  year  1950,  the 
disposal  of  the  annex  of  the  Summit  House,  and  his  proposal 
to  make  certain  alterations  in  the  Summit  House.  He  was 
Instructed  to  report  back  to  the  Commission  on  the  disposal 
of  the  suinex  and  it  was  agreed  that  consideration  of  the 
alterations  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Summit  House  would  be 
postponed  until  after  approval  of  the  budget. 

It  was  voted  that  for  the  calendar  year  1950  the  salary 
of  Superintendent  Earle  R.  Vickery,  Jr.  be  Increased  to  $3,500. 

It  was  voted  that  during  the  year  1950  the  Superintendent's 
Chevrolet  car  be  turned  in  for  a  new  car,  this  transaction  to  be 
consummated  after  approval  of  the  budget. 

At  the  request  of  the  Commission  the  Superintendent  agreed 
to  complete  his  Inventory  of  equipment  and  to  prepare  such  an 
inventory  annually  hereafter. 

It  was  voted  to  leave  the  present  contracts  outstanding 
covering  the  rental  of  pay  toilets  on  the  summit  of  the  mountain. 

The  Superintendent  was  authorized  to  prepare  rules  for  the 
issue  of  licenses  to  hunt  fox  and  wildcat  on  the  reservation  in 
order  to  improve  the  protection  of  the  bird  life. 

It  was  voted  that  the  first  floor  of  the  Summit  House 
be  again  rented  to  Mr.  Connor  on  a  basis  to  be  decided  after 
Mr.  Connor  and  Mr.  Vickery  had  discussed  figures  related  to 
his  business  of  the  previous  year. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned. 


Richard  C.  Guest, 
Clerk 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


Wachusett  Mountain  State  Reservation 


Commissioners 

Leo  D.  Brown 
chairman 

William  J.  Jamieson 

CLERK 

Richard  C.  Guest 


Commission 


Earle  R.  Vickery,  jr, 

SUPeRINTENDENT 


January  19,1950 


Ir!r#  Alexander  G*  La  J  ole 
County  Treasurer 
3  Court  House 
Worcester,  Massachusetts 


Dear  Hr.  Lajole; 


At  the  mooting  of  the  Wachusett  Mountain  State 
Resorvatlon  Conmisslon  at  3:00  P.M.,  January  9,1950,  in  your 
office,  tSiG  Corjmlsslon  unanimously  voted  as  follows  - 

"Voted  that  for  the  calendar  year  1950  tixe 
salary  of  Superintendent  Earle  U.  Vickery, Jr« 
be  increased  to  $3,500.” 


Tl-io  Commission  voted  tl:iis  because  Mr.  Vickery  has 
demonstrated  that  he  is  dolnc  an  outstandlne  job.  Moreover,  in 
view  of  the  recent  increases  in  tlie  salaries  of  tho  employees 
on  the  Mountain  v;oricinc  under  Mr.  Vickery,  it  seemed  highly 
inappropriate  that  his  salary  sliould  stay  at  its  1949  level. 

I  hereby  attest  that  the  above  quoted  vote  is  a  true 
copy  of  the  action  taken  by  the  Wachusett  Mountain  State 
Commlssiai . 


Attest: 


Kicimrd  C .  Guest,  Clerk 

V/achusett  Mountain 
State  Reservation 
Commission 
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WACHUSTilTT  MOUNTAIN  F5TATTJ:  RlTcs^RVATION  COMMIS?!ION 


January  13  >  1951  1:00  PM. 


Present  were: 

Mr.  Jamie 8 oft,  Chairman 
Mr.  Guest,  Clerk 
Mr.  Brown 

The  meetiiic  was  cAlled  to  order  at  the  Superintendent’s 
house  by  Mr.  Jamieson.  The  report  of  the  Superintendent  for 
the  year  1950  ^as  heard  and  accepted.  A  copy  is  attached. 

It  was  yoted  that  the  Clerk  cast  one  ballot  for  Mr.  Guest 
as  Chairman  for  the  ensuine  year  and  Mr.  Brown  as  Clerk  for 
the  ensuinpT  year.  The  minutes  of  the  Meetinc^  of  January  9, 

1950  were  read  and  approyed. 

The  Com.m.is3ion  was  notified  that  the  Superintendent  had 
arranged  to  haye  a  picture  taken  and  sent  this  picture  to  the 
U.  S.  Coast  Guard  Cutter  Waohusett  on  October  11th,  1950.  A 
suitable  fretme  of  oak, cut  on  the  Beseryation  and  with  the 
Cutter’s  name  carved  on  the  bottom,  rail  was  made  for  the 
picture.  In  return,  a  picture  of  the  Cutter  has  been  received 
and  is  now  on  display  at  the  Superintendent’s  home. 

It  was  voted  to  have  a  2-way  radio  installed  in  the 
Superintendent’s  car  for  a  sum.  not  to  exceed  t450. 00 

It  was  voted  to  renew  the  present  contracts  covering 
the  rental  of  the  pay  toilet  locks  and  the  rental  of  the 
first  floor  of  the  Summ.it  House  to  Mr.  Connor  at  the  same 
terms  as  last  year. 

It  was  announced  that  the  budget  for  the  year  1951 » 
which  had  been  approved  by  the  Commissioners,  had  been 
filed  with  the  County  Com.m.ission  on  December  ISth,  1950. 

It  was  moved  to  invite  the  County  Commissioners  and 
State  Department  of  Conservation  m-embers  to  inspect  the 
Reservation  and  have  dinner  with  the  ^achusett  Commission 
at  the  Reservation's  expense. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  2:40  PM. 
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January  If  1951 


To  thm  Honor&bli  Board  of  County  CoBtnisalonara 
WorooRt^r,  l(«iiRa<?hvR«  ttf! 

C<inttam«n» 

Tha  nrocrram  of  tar  road  maintenanoa  was  oontirmod  this 
yaar  tho  antira  lonath  of  Adviniatration  Road»  2.3  nllaa* 

bolntr  honad  and  aaaXda.  Baaulta  vare  axoollant  and  attraotod 
farorabla  ooirmant  fron  many  of  our  rotrular  rlaitora.  Tha 
Bummlt  Poad  •  ahioh  has  now  had  two  season’s  wear,  is  still  in 
prood  shape  and  should  stand  up  with  no  eurfaoe  maintenance 
until  wa  reach  it  a<^sin  In  19^.  Rarly  In  the  year  we  were 
fortunate  in  obtaining  the  front  wheel  and  yoke  of  an  old 
15-ton  eteair  roller.  This  was  arranp^ed  for  towing  behind  the 
Be9*>rwat  ion's  truck  and  was  used  to  ooupaot  both  the  honinm 
and  sealinfT  on  Administration  Road  as  well  as  all  of  our 
grawel  roads »  the  drireways  and  bard  stand  incr  at  Headquarters. 

Considerahle  headway  was  made  in  our  thinnism  and 
oleaninsr  operations  of  hurrloane  down  timber i  whioh  is  being 
harvested  for  oordwood.  It  is  believed  that  there  le  still 
appro* Ifnately  1000  cords  of  wood  to  be  salvaged  in  the  area 
that  we  are  now  working «  and  this  will  provide  the  Reservation 
with  all  It's  oordwood  needs  for  a  number  of  years  to  come. 

Although  a  fairly  severe  dry  epell  was  experienced 
through  the  Bummer  and  early  fall  It  was  not  thourht  neceesary 
to  olose  and  areas  of  the  Reservation  to  the  public  as  the 
water  eiipnly  in  our  water  holes  did  no  drop  bslov  65  to  75^ 
of  capacity.  Excellent  ooooeration  by  both  the  public  and 
local  police  officers  enabled  ue  to  go  through  this  period 
with  no  fires  on  the  Reservation^  although  there  were  several  in 
the  vicinity. 

About  ten  acres  of  brush  and  saplings  were  olered  at  the 
Oxbow f  opening  up  a  panorama  that  is  probably  without  parallel 
in  this  seotlon.  This  is  another  etep  in  a  prograu)  that  will 
provide  outlooks  from  e  number  of  spots  on  the  Bunurit  Rcadt 
Bown  Road  and  Worth  Road. 

In  responee  to  popular  dSfsand^  several  new  picnic  tables 
were  built  durinm  the  winter  and  placed  in  strategic  spots 
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for  the  eucnreer  season.  We  now  hare  about  twenty  individual 
pionlo  areas  on  the  Reservation,  equlped  with  tables  and 
rubbish  barrels,  and  It  Is  difficult  to  find  one  open  on  a 
pleasalit  week  end*  It  Is  impose Ibe  to  provide  flreplaoea  at 
most  of  these  spots  because  of  the  heavily  forested  areas 
adjacent  and  no  feasible  plan  has  yet  been  found  to  Increase 
the  nmber  of  flreplaoes  avallablie  to  the  public.  However,  a 
number  of  plans  have  been  studied  and  researoh  on  this  subjeot 
is  still  underway. 

A  freak  wind  storm  late  In  Wovember  oaused  considerable 
datrasre  on  the  Reservation,  Most  of  the  Rulldlntrs  withstood 
the  attack  with  little  actual  loss,  but  the  life  expectancy 
of  several  roofs  were  severly  shortened,  fiaiklng  replacement 
neoeer»rv  In  the  conlTiflr  year.  A  number  of  trees  wees  felled 
InoltJdinpr  a  section  of  a  hemlock  ji^rove  on  West  Road  near  the 
Rarrlni^ton  trail.  Cleaning  up  operations  have  already  started 
with  the  damacred  trees  belncr  made  Into  saw  logs  and  the  brush 
belnm  burned.  One  of  the  trees  measured  over  three  feet  aorpse 
Inside  the  bark  atri  liad  over  I65  rings.  This  tree  probably 
started  as  a  seed  about  1730* 

Wearly  four  inohes  of  rain  fell  during  the  twelve  hour 
storm  and  the  resulting  runoff  washed  out  a  rmmber  of  sections 
of  the  gravel  roade.  To  date  about  forty  loads  of  gravel  have 
been  rough  graded  back  Into  the  washed  out  areas  ai^  It  Is 
estimatsd  that  about  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  fifty  loads 
remain  to  be  hauled  before  all  the  roade  will  be  in  usable 
shape.  Howevsr,  we  expect  to  have  all  our  gravel  roads  in 
thslr  tisual  excellent  shape  of  the  cosing  eummer  season* 

About  three  hundred  Boy  Boouts  and  their  leaders,  from 
the  Wachusett  Council,  Roy  Scouts  of  Amerioa,  held  their  fall 
Oamporee  an  the  Reservation  one  weekend.  The  tbweedday  affair 
was  enjoyed  by  all  In  spite  of  a  persistent  drlszle  the  first 
night  and  plans  have  been  made  for  the  Council  to  return  for 
their  spring  Camporse*  This  is  the  first  time  that  the  Wachusett 
Council  has  held  their  outing  on  the  Mountain*  The  boys  did  an 
excellent  job  In  prersring  their  camps Itea  and  cleaning  them 
up  after  use. 

Wo  actual  count  waa  made  of  the  visitors  to  the  Reservation 
during  the  year,  as  this  would  be  nearly  impossible,  but  it  is 
estimated  that  over  60,00C  people  spent  one  or  more  daye  in  it *8 
pleasant  surroundings*  During  the  fall  season  a  count  of  the 
automobiles  visiting  the  top  on  several  successive  Sundays 
was  made  and  it  was  found  that  between  the  hours  of  It  00  PM 
and  5iOO  PM  ov«»r  1100  care  reached  the  top  on  each  of  the 
three  busiest  Rundaye.  According  to  the  police  attendants. 
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trafflo  haa  baan  haavlar  thla  yaar  than  In  any  othar  yaar  In 
thalr  axparianoa.  It  la  antloipatad  that  ^hla  inoraaaad 
enjoywant  of  tha  Rasarvatlon*«  faollitlaa  will  oontlnua« 
and  wa  ara  looklnfr  forward  to  a  busy  and  uaaful  year  In  1931* 


Raapa otfulAy  submitted 


farla  R.  Vlokary,  Jr. 
Superintendent 
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15  Hovomber  1951 


Mr.  Alexander  G.  tajoie 
County  Treasurer 
3  Court  House 
Worcester,  Massaohusetts 

Dear  Mr.  La]oiet 

On  19  January  1950>  Mr.  Guest,  then  olerM  of  this 
Comiolseion,  wrote  you  a  letter  oonoemlnjzr  the  salary  of 
Mr.  Vlokery,  Superintendent  of  the  Reeer^tion.  Through 
error,  this  was  worded  to  indicate  that  hie  new  rate  was 
to  be  for  the  calendar  year  1950  only. 

Please  be  adwlsed,  therefore,  that  the  paragraph 
referlng  to  the  salary  Is  rewlsed  to  read  as  follows:- 

•Voted  that  for  the  calendar  year  1950,  and 
thereafter,  the  salary  of  Superintendent 
Marie  R.  Vlokery.  Jr.  be  Increased  to  ♦3#500.* 

Ve  trust  that  this  will  clarify  your  records. 


Very  truly  yours. 


Leo  D.  Brown,  Clerk 
Waohusett  Mountain 
State  Reserratlon 
Commission 
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Wachusett  Mountain 
State  Reservation  noinrrlssion 


Worcester  County  Treasurer’s  Office 
January  21,  1952 


Present  Were:  Richard  C.  Guest,  Chairman 


Leo  D.  Brown,  Clerk 
Kenneth  G.  Trinder 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  4:45  PM  by  the  Chairman 
and  the  minutes  of  the  mieetinpr  of  January  13 »  1951  were  read 
and  approved. 

The  Superintendent’s  annual  report  for  the  year  endine: 
Decemiber  31  >  1951  >  a-  copy  of  which  is  attached,  was  read  and 
approved.  The  Superintendent  further  reported  that  toilet 
facilities  at  the  Sum.mit  will  be  im.proved  to  the  best  of  his 
ability  and  an  earnest  effort  will  bo  made  to  im.prove  the 
sanitary  conditions  and  cleanliness  of  the  same. 

The  budsret  estimate  for  the  vear  1952  was  reported  as 
fllid  with  the  County  Commissioners  and  tentatively  approved 
by  them.. 

Steps  were  taken  and  rlans  made  to  oppose  a  lecrislatlve 
bill  to  remove  the  control  of  the  Reservation  from  the  present 
Commission  and  place  it  under  the  State. 

It  was  ao’reed  that  the  Superintendent  m>ake  a  determined 
effort  to  clarify  the  insurance  covera«ys  now  placed  on  the 
Reservation  property  and  that  no  bill  '^e  approved  until  a 
com.plete  statem.ent  of  coveraore  and  cost  be  obtained  -^rom. 

Mr.  Prout  of  Webster,  the  present  asrent. 

The  question  of  rebuildinp*  the  rresent  water  svstem.  and 
the  advisability  of  drillings  an  artesian  well  was  discussed 
and  the  Superintendent  instructed  to  investicrate  the  cost  of 
the  artesian  well  further  and  report  at  a  later  meeting. 

It  was  voted  to  renew  the  present  contracts  cov®rin.cr  the 
rental  of  toilet  locks  and.  the  rental  of  the  first  floor  of 
the  Sum.mlt  House  at  the  same  term.s  as  last  year. 

Construction  of  a  new  lod^e  and  ao*reem.ent3  coverings  the 
3am.e  to  be  read  into  the  minutes  of  the  next  meetins;. 

Voted  to  approve  the  emplovm.ent  of  Francis  Harrinerton 
on  a  permenant  basis  starting  duriner  this  year. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Clerk  cast  one  ballot  for  Mr.  thrown 
as  Chairm.an  and  Mr.  Trinder  as  Clerk  for  the  ensuing:  year. 


Meeting  adjourned  at  7*30  PM 


Leo  D.  ■Rrown 
Clerk 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


OMMISSIONCRS 

Leo  D.  Brown 

CHAIRMAN 


Kenneth  G.  Trinder 

CLERK 


Richard  C.  Guest 


Wachusett  Mountain  state  Reservation 

Commission 

Jantj&ry  23 1  1952 


Earle  R.  Vickery.  Jr. 

SUPERINTENDENT 


To  tha  Honorable  Board  of  County  Coiunleeionere 
Woroeeter*  Maesaehueette 

Bentler.on: 

As  stated  in  one  of  our  nreviouf!  rerorte,  it  was  nlacned 
to  resurface  arpnoxlicatoly  one^thlrd  of  the  Reeerwatlon*® 
pavsd  roads  each  year  and  the  '^irst  ooe!rlete  cycle  of  tar 
road  iralntenance  cas  oornleted  this  year  with  the  resurfacing^ 
of  the  Bown  Road.  Because  of  the  increased  cost  of  tar 
products,  it  »ya9  decided  to  retread  the  Down  Road  entirely 
with  asphalt,  and  this  process,  new  to  the  Reserration 
althousrh  widely  used  in  the  Coirronweal th ,  has  apparently 
glren  us  a  better  and  heavier  surface  than  the  old  aethod 
of  honing  with  tar  and  sealing  with  asphalt.  If  our  spring 
Inspection  confirr.s  this,  we  will  continue  with  this  type 
on  nalntenance  on  all  the  pared  Reservation  roads. 

The  daTa«*e  done  to  the  gravel  roads  hy  the  severe  rains 
of  November  1950  was  repaired  in  the  spring  and  early  suwwer 
by  the  Installation  of  three  new  culverts  and  the  epreadlng 
and  Trading  of  about  1000  cublo  yards  of  new  gravel.  By  mid- 
July  all  the  gravel  roads  on  the  Reservation  had  been  sorapad 
and  rolled  and  were  In  their  usual  excellent  condition  for 
the  stiirrr;er  traffic.  Coneidwrahle  cleaning  of  exslstlng  oulverte 
was  necessary  due  to  the  storm  and  a  number  of  orltioaX 
drainage  ditches  were  widened  and  deepened  in  an  effort  to 
g\iard  against  plmillar  ds'^^af#  In  the  future. 

Worh  continued  on  the  Bumoiit  House  roof  and  we  are 
pleased  to  report  that  the  Main  and  porch  roofs  have  all  been 
completely  replaced,  as  well  as  all  sidewall  shingles  above 
the  eaves  of  the  iraln  roof.  A  severe  sag  was  discovered  in 
the  Torch  roof  directly  above  the  malr  entrance  and  it  was 
necessary  to  .lack  up  this  section  of  the  roof  and  braes  it 
before  the  roof  could  be  classed  as  safe.  Plans  now  call  for 
the  removal  of  the  Annex  and  the  painting  of  the  main  building 
during  the  coming  year.  The  roofs  on  the  Superintendent's 
cottage  and  the  Reservation's  shop,  damaged  during  the  storm 
of  November  1950,  were  also  replaced  this  year. 

Our  cordwood  harvesting  was  continued  throu^  tha  winter 
months  In  the  hurricane  lot  on  the  east  side  of  Administration 
Road.  Some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  drawing  the  wood  out 
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of  the  lot »  due  to  the  watneee  of  the  summer  and  it  was 
naoessary  to  corduroy  nearly  a  «|uarter  of  a  mile  of  our  main 
wood  road.  This  slowed  up  the  operation  somewhat,  but  the 
improved  road  will  give  better  aooess  to  this  ares  for  future 
outtinff  and  In  the  event  of  fire. 

In  Maroh,  the  Reservation  Commission  was  approached  by 
the  Rtate  Department  of ’Public  Works  for  permission  to 
Install  a  two-way  radio  atatlon  on  the  Rum mi  t  as  a  major 
link  In  their  State-wide  radio  system.  This  system  Is  deslpmed 
to  be  used  in  directing  Aha  deployment  of  their  e4ulpment 
durlngc  Atorms  or  other  emertrenoies  and  for  traffic  oontrol 
In  the  event  of  an  attaok  on  the  Hnlted  States,  ^ermlation 
was  arranted  and  the  insts-^llatl on  is  now  oo^rplete  and  In 
operation.  Accord! nar  to  reports  from  officials  of  the 
Department,  It  has  already  proven  Its  worth  durlnr  the  snow 
storms  so  far  this  year. 

In  oooreratlon  with  the  Departmentw  of  Conaarvation, 

Public  Safety  and  Public  Works,  the  Reservation  engaa^ed  the 
Princeton  Light  Department  to  rebuild  the  power  line  serving 
the  Rummit,  Extensive  clearing  worl^  was  done  Tilons:  the  line* 
and  all  new  poles,  orossanr.s,  insulators  and  wire  was 
Installed.  This  reoonstruotlon  has  eliminated  a  eerlous 
hazard  to  life  tJxA  property  inasmuch  as  the  line  carries 
2500  volts  and  In  places  was  only  six  or  seven  feet  off  the 
gwound.  In  addition,  many  of  the  old  poles  were  completely 
rotted  off  at  the  base  and  ware  easily  blown  over  iurlrg 
the  winter  Jionths. 

oeveral  trllsB  of  roadside  were  mowed  to  keep  them 
clear  of  brush  and  about  ten  acres  below  and  in  front  of  the 
Oxbow  were  also  band  nowed  to  keep  the  sumac  down.  The 
problem  of  keeping  .our  roadsides  clear  of  brush  jnd  weeds 
and  of  adequately  trimming,  pranin^?  and  releasing  our  extensive 
plantations  of  spruoe  and  pine  Is  still  with  us  and  It  has 
been  found  Impossible  for  the  Reservation  staff  to  aooompllsh 
all  of  this  work  in  addition  to  the  other  necessary 
malrtenanoe,  A  request  is  now  pending  for  an  sddltlonal  man 
to  be  used  exclusively  for  this.  We  oannot  stress  too  etronfrly 
the  iffport-noe  of.  suoh  work  In  protecting  snd  improtinq:  our 
natural  foreet  resources,  and  it  Is  hoped  that  our  request 
will  he  granted, 

A  further  increase  in  the  number  of  visitors  to  the 
Reservation  was  noted  during  the  oast  season.  It  la  estlrated 
that  upwards  of  13f000  people  visited  sore  part  of  the 
Mountain  during  1951  and  the  parking  problem  at  the  Summit 
on  rost  pleasant  weekends  was  suoh  that  several  hundred  oars 
had  to  be  turned  away.  In  an  effort  to  alleviate  this  situation 
land  has  been  cleared  for  the  construction  of  a  new  parking 
lot  that  should  give  us  from  15O  to  200  additional  spaces. 
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A  new  system  of  traffic  routine  on  the  *^ummlt  Is  also 
oontsanplatedi  and  It  Is  expected  that  this*  together  with 
the  enlarged  parking  fsollitlest  will  enable  us  to  better 
serve  the  publlo  in  the  oorrming  year. 


Respectfully  aubmltted. 


Earle  R.  Vickery.  Jr. 
Superintendent 
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l^ills  Propose  Overhaul 
Of  Conservation  Dept 
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CONSERVATION 


Special  Group  Moves 
To  Effect  Economy 


Continued  from  Pagre  One 

thority  is  “almost  meaningless” 
because  the  governor  and  coun¬ 
cil  appoint  the  directors  of  the 
operating  divisions,  the  13  com¬ 
mission  members  maintained. 

“The  results  are  wasteful  as- 
sir  of  manpower,  duplica- 

tiv  equipment  and  overhead 
costs,  inter-agency  jealousy,  and 
conflicts  of  *policy,”  they  said  in 
their  report.  “Under  the  present 
system,  the  development  of  all 
of  our  natural  resources  for  full, 
multiple  use  is  impossible.” 

First  Telecast  Today 

In  an  effort  to  obtain  public 
backing  of  the  commission’s  rec¬ 
ommendations  for  re-organizing 
state  agencies,  a  sub-committee 
will  make  the  first  of  a  series 
of  television  broadcasts  today  at 
1.30  p.  m.  The  commission  al¬ 
ready  has  called  for  changes  in 
the  state’s  administrative  policies, 
and  the  Department  of  Labor  and 
Industries,  Education  and  Indus¬ 
trial  Accidents.  Their  proposals 
are  awaiting  action  by  the  Leg¬ 
islature. 

In  the  report  on  the  Conserva¬ 
tion  Department,  the  commission 
declared  that  opposition  from 
sportsmen’s  groups  made  it  “im¬ 
practicable”  for  the  present  to 
integrate  the  division  of  Fisheries 
and  Game  completely  with  other 
departmental  functions. 

“Recognition  of  the  inter-re¬ 
lationship  program  between  the 
sportsmen’s  special  interests  and 
the  whole  conservation  program 
is  unlikely  until  the  rest  of  the 
Department  is  unified  and  a  com¬ 
prehensive  program  is  put  into 
effect.”  the  report  said. 

commission’s  report  does 
ni  lopose  the  establishment  of 
any  Bureau  of  Ocean  Beaches, 
as  has  heen  proposed  from  time 
to  time  in  the  Legisalture.  Neither 
does  it  refer  to  Governor’s  Dov¬ 
er’s  recommendation  for  the 
creation  of  a  state  recreation  au¬ 
thority  which  he  renewed  in  his 
annual  address  to  the  legislators 
two  weeks  ago. 

“The  fact  is,”  the  commission 


said,  “that  the  state  owns  part 
of  Salisbury  Beach,  and  nothing 
more.  The  first  job  is  to  se* 
whether  Salisbury  Beach  can  b« 
developed  for  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  originally  required, 
and  to  put  it  on  a  self-supporting 
basis.  For  the  present,  existence 
of  Salisbury  Beach  by  itself  doee 
not  justify  either  the  transfer 
of  the  existing  division  or  the 
creation  of  a  new  one.” 

The  commission  also  referred 
to  the  Province  Lands  on  Cape 
Cod  and  said  they  are  now  in  the 
process  of  improvement  through 
the  erection  of  bath  houses  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Works. 

“When  construction  is  com¬ 
pleted,  and  the  place  is  ready  for 
wider  use  as  a  recreation  area, 
favorable  consideration  should  be 
given  to  transferring  control  to 
the  Department  of  Conservation,” 
the  report  held. 


By  CHARLES  E.  CURRIER 

BOSTON,  Sunday — The  Baby  Hoover  Commission  vnll  call 
for  a  complete  overhauling  of  the  state’s  Conservation  Depart¬ 
ment  to  effect  an  estimated  saving  of  $.%0,000  a  year  in  six  bills 
to  be  filed  tomorrow  with  the  Massachusetts  Legislature. 


In  the  eighth  report  to  Bay 
State  lawmakers  since  its  Incep¬ 
tion  two  years  ago,  the  commis¬ 
sion  proposes: 

1,  Dividing  the  department’s 
functions  among  four  divisions 
directly  under  the  commissioner 
— Parks  and  Forests,  Marine 
Fisheries.  Conservation  Service, 
and  I’ishcrics  and  Game. 

2.  The  commissioner  to  have 
'  sole  power  of  appointing  division 

heads  with  the^exception  of  the 
Fisheries  and  Game  director  who 
would  continue  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Fisheries  and  Game  Board. 

.  .3.  Elimination  of  one  present 
division  by  combining  the  Parks 
and  Recreation  Division  with  the 
Forestry  Division. 

Expand-  Law  Division 

4.  Expansion  of  the  function^ 
of  the  Law  Enforcement  Division,, 
now  headed  by  Alfred  B.  Cene-, 
della  Jr.,  of  Milford,  under  the 
new  name  of  the  Division  of 
Conservation  Service  to  include: 

An  “adequate  force  of  uni¬ 
formed,  armed  conservation  of¬ 
ficers,” 

Establishment  of  an '“in-service 
training  program  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible”  for  conservation  officers. 

Possible  transfer  at  the  dis¬ 
cretion  of  the  commissioner  to 
the  division  of  the  department’s 
fire  watching  and  fire  fighting 
units. 

Information  Bureau 

Creation  of  a  Bureau  of  In¬ 
formation  to  establish  a  public 
education  program  through  the 
use  of  conservation  officers  who 
also  would  be  responsible  for  all 
;  conservation  laws  and  regula- 
!  tions  regardless  of  the  division 
,  under  which  they  come. 

5.  Abolition  of  the  Marine 
Fisheries  Advisory  Board  and 


the  Advisory  Committee  on  For¬ 
estry. 

6.  Transfer  the  duties  of  the  • 
director  of  fisheries  and  game 
with  respect  to  water  pollution 
to  the  Public  Health  Department. 

7.  An  increase  in  license  fees 
of  the  Marine  Fisheries  Division’ 
to  bring  in  an  additional  $50,000 
a  year. 

8.  Transfer  to  the  Public  Works 
Department  the  responsibility  for 
the  construction  and  maintenance 
of  automobile  roads  in  state 
parks,  forests,  and  reservation*. 

Under  Parks,  Forests 

9.  Placing  of  the  management 
of  state-owned  reservations  at 
Mount  Greylock,  Mount  Everett, 
Purgatory  Chasm,  Wachusett 
Mountain,  Walden  Pond,  Deer 
Hill,  Mount  Tom  and  Mount 
Sugar  Loaf  under  the  Division, 

.  of  Parks  and  Forests. 

10.  Institution  of  a  five-year 
state-wide  program  for  the  eradi¬ 
cation  of  the  gypsy  moth  by  au¬ 
thorizing  the  commissioner  to 
require  cities  and  towns  to  con¬ 
tribute  each  year  an  amount 
equal  to  one-half  what  they  spent 
for  insect  control  in  1951.  At  the' 
end  of  five  years  the  program 
would  result  in  annual  savings 
of  $700,000  to  municipalities  and 
$200,000  to  the  state. 

Includes  City  Man 

The  Baby  Hoover  Commission, 
headed  by  former  Senate  Pres. 

Chester  A.  Dolan  Jr.,  and  which 
includes  Rep.  John  M.  Shea  (D- 
of  Worcester)  as  a  member, 
shai^ly  criticized  the  present  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  Conservation 
Department. 

Comsr.  Arthur  T.  Lyman’s  au- 

Turn  to  COVSERVATION,  Paie  Setren 


I  IT. 


Wacliusett  TJlountain  ^iate  Kese^Oaiicn 


MEMORANDUM 

From:  Office  of  the  '^'\ir.'>rirt'=‘r r^e-nt 
To:  CorKmi  3  3i  oners 

Subject:  Request  for  Radio  Transmitter  on  the  Summit 


We  are  in  reciept  of  a  request  from  the  repartrr.^nt  of  Public 
Works  of  Massachusetts  to  install  a  P50  ‘Vatt  radio  transmitter 
on  the  Surrimit  of  the  Mountain.  This  transmitter  is  to  be  used 
for  State  hisrhwav  maintenance  purposes. 

Althoufrh  the  request  Indicated  that  the  transmitter  would 
be  housed  in  a  concrete  block  buildinj?,  it  appeared  that  this 
miarht  be  an  opportunity  to  obtain  the  treater  part  of  the 
construction  of  a  new  lodcre  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  public. 
With  this  thous-ht  in  nind,  a  neetirg-  of  Lt.  O'Brien,  State  Police 
Radio:  Mr.  Purrier  and  Mr.  Twom-blv,  Dept,  of  Public  ’"orks  Radio 
and  Prof.  Radford  of  radio  consultant  for  both  deoart- 

mients,  was  arranered  and  held  on  April  6th. 

Subject  to  the  aprroval  of  the  Wachusett  Corr.u.i ssion  and  the 
Commission  of  the  ^ept.  of  Public  Works,  the  following  was 
agreed  unon; 

1.  That  the  Pept.  of  ^ublic  ’’^orks  be  granted  permission  to 
erect  a  fifty  foot  wood  m.ast  near  the  Pastern  end  of  Parker 
Lodcre,  and  to  install  th‘=»r-on  a  3‘^  watt  p61e  tyne  transmitter 
for  temporary  us-^,  the  mast  to  be  used  for  the  surrort  of 
their  p=*rmenant  antenna  when  their  complete  installation  is 
made. 

R.  That  the  Pent,  of  ^ublio  Works  be  nerm.itter  to  use  the 
open  portion  of  barker  Lodo'e  for  t>'e  installation^  of  their 
p®rmftnant  transmitter,  and  the  public  to  be  denied  the  further 
use  of  this  lod??e ,  providing:  that  the  Pept.  of  Public  ’^orks 
shall  build  for  the  Reservation  a  lodc-e  for  the  exclusive  use 
of  the  public  and  to  be  called  Park'nr  Lodp'e  ,  at  a  place  on  the 
Peservation  to  b'*  desicrnated  by  the  Wachusett  Rom.mission  and 
to  ^e  substantially  as  s'^'own  on  the  attached  sketch. 


3/  Karle  R.  Vickery.  Jr. 
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Th^  Comrr.cnvy^alth  of  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Public  Works 

^  100  Nashua  street,  Poston,  14 


May  10,  1551 


Farle  R.  Vickery,  Puperintendent 

Wachusett  Mountain  State  Reservation  Commission 

Princeton,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  Vickery; 

I  am  pleased  to  Inform  you  that  the  Board  of  Commis- 
ioners  of  this  Department  have  voted  to  participate  to  the 
am.ount  of  ^2500.  for  the  construction  of  a  ne.v  Parker  Lodgre 
with  the  understanding"  that  half  of  the  existins"  Parker  Lodcre 
will  be  turned  over  to  this  Departm.ent  for  Radio  purposes. 

Mr.  Twombly  of  this  Departmer.t  has  been  instructed 
to  arranere  with  vou  as  to  the  means  of  cons  true  tinor  the  new 
lodsTe.  It  would  se«m  desirable  to  have  the  work  i^erformed  in 
kind  without  th«  transfer  of  actual  "^unds,  and  I  believe  this 
can  be  accomnlis^ed  easily. 

If  the  abov*  acrr*em®nt  is  satisfactory  to  your 
Comm.ission,  I  request  that  you  so  ’"'otlfy  this  office  im.rredi atelv , 
so  that  the  installation  of  •^he  radio  equipment  can  be  started 
as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Board  also  voted  to  participate  to  the  anount 
of  one-fourth  of  the  cost  but  not  exceedinsr  ^2500.  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  new  power  line  up  the  mountain,  provided  vour 
Commission,  the  Department  of  Conservation,  and  the  Department 
of  B^blic  Pafety  aerree  to  do  likewise  and  provided  further  that 
the  pole  line  shall  be  completed  not  later  ^han  B^ptem.b“r  1,  195I» 
As  Brofessor  Radford  is  the  Radio  Consultant  for  all  three  agen¬ 
cies  using:  radio  communication,  it  is  recom,m:ended  that  he  be 
desig'nated  as  the  corrmon  intermediary  to  com.plete  the  ar ranarem.ents 
for  the  installation  of  the  pole  line. 

Very  truly  yours, 

S/  Mary  ?!.  Mtf?<lorrow 

Mary  E,  McMorrow 

Secretary 

BFCtCo 
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Waohusett  Mountain  State  Reservation  Commission 

Room  7»  Worcester  County  Court  House,  December  l6,  1952 

Present  nerei  Mr.  Richard  C.  Guest,  Chairman 

Mr.  Leo  D.  Bro«m ,  Cleric 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Chairman  at  2:40  PM 
and  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  January  21 ,  1952  were  read,  and 
approved. 

The  Superintendent's  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31 » 
1952  ^as  read  and  apporved.  A  copy  is  attached. 

It  was  voted  to  build  new  chemical  tank  toilet  buildings  at 
the  Summit  and  to  remove  all  toilet  facilities  from  the  Summit 
House.  The  Superintendent  was  Instructed  to  proceed  with  this 
project  as  soon  as  possible.  Constnuotion  of  the  new  buildings 
to  be  of  concrete  and  wood,  with  no  wood  closer  than  sixlinches 
above  the  floor  on  the  outer  walls  ,  and  the  walla  themselves  to 
be  covered  on  the  interior  with  an  impervious  material. 

Insurance  coverage  on  the  Reservation's  buildings  was 
discussed  and  it  was  decided  that  the  values,  as  shown  below, 
should  be  a  part  of  these  minutes* 


Summit  House  $  44,000. 
Superintendent's  Dwelling  23 >100. 
Super inteadent ' s  Barn  10,230. 
Superintendent ' s  Garage  &  Shop  2,310. 
Parker  Lodge  4,400. 
Bullock  Lodge  4,950. 
Frame  Cottage  ( Corner  of  Echo  Lake  Rd)  12.100. 
Employee's  Cottage  (in  front  of  barn)  11,990. 


Voted  to  remove  old  kitdhen  ell  and  porch  of  the  Employee's 
cottage  and  to  put  same  in  condition  for  rental.  Reconditioning 
to  include  new  chimneys,  clapboarding,  trim  and  paint.  Rental 
and  occupancy  of  the  cottage  to  be  left  to  the  discretion  of 
Mr.  Guest  and  the  Superintendent. 

(Cottage  was  rented  to  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Santon  for  $3^*  P®r 
month,  starting  June  1st) 

Voted  to  proceed. with  the  drilling  of  an  artesian  well  to 
furnish  water  to  the  Headquarters  area  and  to  discontinue  the 
use  of  Echo  Lake  for  this  purpose. 

(a  196  foot  well  was  drilled  in  August,  obtaining  orver 
25  gallons  of  water  per  minute  with  a  static  water 
level  of  about  50  feet) 

Voted  to  relefiise  the  first  floor  of  the  Summit  House  to 
John  Connor  for  the  same  rental  as  in  previous  years  and  to 
renew  the  coin  lock  contaact. 

Voted  to  pay  the  police  officers  at  the  same  rate  as  the 


i  nc  i' rrjt  ■ijftuc^  ?  J  waj.'rlC't3W 

.'"i  'ic*a,r.tc©C  ^lyoO  TS? 6 c, c-ro^’  ,  ruoo^ 

•  eiiiijci'O  ^  SceuC  .0  .?^i’  : 

.‘It'ir  .J  0€-J  .  1^ 


-^■'  *  .t.Mi45.iD  if'-j:*rc'o?  Dell^o  ce/*  '.ji:;JfcK-»»Yi  feiiT 

..  :  w>  ij;. yiikinc..'.  lo  ^  a.;:  x:'.j^ 

.i'avciq.;^ 

TfecfmfcrLO  a/i-ira  *iBe\’  70'i  Jioq  s-:  t: '  jrtoi/n[e.tn[j.";-5cjj8  €:'.’l- 

,'.eiiOii::^&  b'l  0  A  ."-rvicq^i^  i.fldi  fcj3w  iccX 


ftt  f'a'Xof 

ji.ld-f  ijQCX.'i:adc  V. 

fen  Oilnn  o.f 

;  ei 0  V 

a  aw  f  T 

jjL^.i*;i/8  Si.v  88 

feixof 

Xi.a  feVO^s^Ol 

of  ^fLe; 

f  X.;U&0  8 

erf 

!? i  ;■*■,■  .  iC; h  V  *1  u  V 

c:  teju<i*L-!ni 

8e\n  fneX/nsf 

rtibq:>c 

^  i  1  ^  ^  < 

r.#^-  .  •  - 

jjv.'iiirXff'  /.on  8,ir 

'to  no tf  0,7.11 1 no C 

•  8x7  X  C:  a  C  q 

Cd  .lOC  fc 

er:  fo2 

..oi-q 

J^troSc  iLoov»  on  ,bco^  iod  d3 «i one  t e'1  ot 

CO  c; •  V  [ r&aier^*  2/ije^  ^nra  «  iiXjBt:  le^ijo  no  looX'l  eri.^  g'vo:/'- 
.  '  :z  t  i.tro  tv  i&quil  fiij  dJlii  lot'ie^nl  no  veiavoo  en 

fs',.: :  a '  ,rc  xo  sJv/“t«  freS  oiii  no  e'5fc'ii>v&o  ©on<,nusnI 

,\f.Oied  n*C’»;1^i  .V^Oi^V  (?j1:  bunh  .:  x  ‘  tn  .  Vi^BWt^oiL 

etaAJ  Ic  d  ?! 


.0'V;).l'4i 

.0 

j  W-  ^  ^  i 

.  ».*•  -J  ^  4 

f  O 

■»  .  ^  ^  •  i  . 

f  <■ 

»  .  <  ix 


fcEoon 

^rr f  i  £ 6^-3  h  ’  s onoo  8 

n  T  jE<<=f  e  •  S  n  e jufl e .;  n  i  V  fc  qii  8 
q  c  n  8  16  ji  V  jsn  e  ’  ^  rr d ^  a« ^  j :  i  1  eq u  8 

o^lcJ  rejiid'A 
S^'Oj  ]Lf.^£XL*r. 

(sjf:  cjxbJ  onc^  to  'lOm.cO}  a'..dJJor/ 

(nu.'  "io  nl)  e}^':i-yc  c. 


i 


’riv  ;:,-:]m.3;  3i?  lo  iio^oq  Jb;;.-j  lie  rjtsnoCi>  olo  «*vc4joi  oJ  loJcV 
ino ;;w  £tr .  1 6p  n©£;;iJL';co  nl  .©.sijst  jjjq  o;t  la^ 

f:  .?;TO/-  .vnifc-.  i-n..  0  tey^naiiCiO  iten  c/bir^cnt  o:t 

e>u*  .0  edi  Iw  yctii^qjL'coc  >-».T3 

.  jaoXvaojntitqu^  ariw  i;?a.a  j&snoc'  .ua* 
!•-.  •.  -^ci  ic3  nc?rffi2  ii  .  „ .,  OJ  t^Sc9j  f  seJ^oC) 

(ocjL  e.-uL  id:"aca: 

or  riiicae^Td  nj^  ’o  -unili  iio  unj  i‘^;^ .t  fr^3C<  t'i  o3  iasoV 

ed^  €jirai  5nc oaXi.-  oo  Jbrfii  001^  eio ani  c-*  *iwcf$vt  ciBlarifl 

.ascqtiijCj  ainj  lOi  5x^3  exxoS  ic  aai; 
lev©  ,vj;unX;ciido  »  ni  XX sooX  a) 

■  lujri*.  eij^ja  x;  nilv  eji/nta  leq  lajtfiv.'  'to  enoXi^*.; 

(j’aE'i  Oc  ro'o-d  lo  level 

•  of  aatron  fic,i:!:;S  tdf  ’to  ‘icciX  feiX^t  0*1  f  ci’peXsi  cf 

r;  i>A:j  Woi ve*' j  r^i  ra-'nei  e.iofe’  stif  ici  icn.-roO  nnoT. 

.vO£i,rnco  ^reX  nr  •  c  vtutai 


enf  f.£!  Of  ill  ejsdid  «nf  oa  aiecX4:'^c  eoi  Xo".  ye:?  cf  XaioV 


tovm  now  pays  tham,  namely  $1*50  psr  hour. 


It  was  voted  that  the  Clerk  oast  one  ballot  for  Mr 
as  8hairman  and  Mr.  Brown  as  Clerk  for  the  ensuing  year 


Guest 


Meeting  adjourned  at  $:00  PM. 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


OMMISSIONERS 

Richard  C.  Guest 

CHAIRMAN 

Leo  D.  Brown 

CLERK 

Kenneth  G.  Trinder 


Wachusett  Mountain  State  Reservation 

Commission 

December  31 »  1952 


Earle  R.  Vickery.  Jr. 

SUPERINTENDENT 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  County  Commissioners 
Gentlemen: 

Our  tar  road  maintenance  program  was  continued  this  year, 
as  usual,  with  the  Summit  Road  being  given  a  new  surface. 

The  Spring  inspection  of  roads  showed  that  the  asphalt 
treatment,  given  the  Down  Road  last  year,  had  stood  up  well 
through  the  winter  months  and  it  was  decided  to  make  this  the 
standard  method  of  retreading  for  the  Reservation.  Although 
somewhat  more  difficult  to  handle  than  tar,  it  has  been  found 
that  an  asphalt  retread  yields  a  considerably  thicher  surface 
than  tar  and  has  the  added  advantage  of  being  self-sealing. 

It  is,  therefore,  possible  to  do  the  antire  resurfacing  job 
in  one  operation  and  with  only  one  curing  period,  enabling  us 
to  open  the  road  to  traffic  about  one  week  earlier  than  was 
previously  possible. 

The  purchase  of  a  general  purpose  agricultural  type 
tractor  for  use  in  the  woods  proved  to  be  »ery  fortunate  indeed. 
In  addition  to  enabling  the  staff  to  handle  our  usual  winter’s 
crop  of  cordwood  with  a  minimum  of  trouble  and  effort,  it  was 
also  found  that  this  piece  of  equipment  could  be  used  to  pull 
the  grader  on  both  gravel  and  blacktop  roads,  thus  releasing 
the  Reservation’s  truck  for  auxiliary  work  during  the  resiirfacing 
operations.  In  an  effort  to  gain  the  xLaximum  return  from  this 
investment,  the  tractor  has  been  equipped  with  a  snow  plow  for 
winter  use  and  it  is  planned  to  purchase  a  roadside  cutter  bar 
for  use  in  helping  control  weeds  and  brush  along  the  immediate 
right  of  way. 

The  State  Department  of  Public  Works  asked  for  and 
received  permission  from  this  Commission  to  plow  the  Do'wn 
Road  during  the  winter  months  for  the  use  of  their  service 
personnel.  In  return  they  agreed  to  do  sufficient  work  on  this 
road  to  offset  and  frost  damage  that  might  odour  as  a  result 
of  the  plowing.  This  they  have  done  ana  it  is  not  felt  that 
the  road  has  received  and  permanent  damage  because  of  this 
plowing.  It  aras  found  that  an  additional  dividend  accrued  to 
certain  of  the  Citizens  of  the  Commonwealth,  due  to  the 
plowii^g ,  since  mant  of  those  skiers  who  use  our  two  excellent 
taails  formed  oar  pools  and  ferried  each  other  to  the  Summit, 
thus  eliminating  the  long,  tedious  climb  between  runs.  It  is 
planned  to  erect  a  sign  at  the  foot  of  the  Down  Road  stating 
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WACHUSETT  MOUNTAIN  STATE  RESERVATION  COMMISSION 


that  the  road  is  officially  closed  and  that  persons  usinsr  it 
do  so  at  their  0'*vn  risk,  thus  eliminatin  the  responsibility 
of  the  Reservation  Commission,  the  County  and  the  Commonwealth 
in  the  event  of  an  accident  caused  by  adverse  weather 
conditions . 

The  removal  of  the  Annex  and  the  finishing  off  of  the  kithhen 
wing  at  the  Suirirnit  House  was  accomplished  during  the  summer  months. 
Because  of  the  type  of  construction  and  the  material  used  in  this 
building,  very  little  lumber  was  salvaged,  however,  most  of  the 
frame  was  usable  and  has  been  set  aside  for  sale  of  use  on  the 
Reservation.  A  start  was  also  made  on  the  major  project  of 
painting  the  Summit  House.  To  date  about  ninety-five  percent 
of  the  building  has  been  scraped  and  cleaned  and  given  a  primer 
coat  of  paint.  This  work  will  be  continued  in  the  spring  and  it 
is  expected  that  the  job  will  be  completed  during  the  early 
summer . 

Although  some  parts  of  the  Commonwealth  were  extremely 
dry  during  the  fall  months  ,  at  no  time  did  the  available 
supply  of  water  in  our  small  ponds  and  water  hols  ‘drop 
below  80^  of  capacity.  Tis  is  laid,  in  part,  to  our  program 
of  allowing  some  of  the  previously  swamp  areas  on  the 
Reservation  to  revert  to  their  original  conaition,  inasmuch 
as  the  Swamp  is  Uatxire'e  method  of  combating  alternate  flood 
and  drought.  In  time,  it  is  expected  that  there  will  be  from 
thirty  to  fifty  acres  of  swamp  land  in  key  spots  throughout 
the  Reservation  and  this  will  problbly  give  us  a  much  more 
even  flow  of  water  through  our  surface  system. 

As  in  the  past  several  years  there  has  been  no  let-up 
in  the  a®e  of  the  Reservation's  facilities  by  the  citizens 
of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  Nation.  Considerable  police 
work  is  necessary  on  most  Sundays  and  Holidays  to  prevent 
traffic  snarls  and  parking  confusion.  We  are  proud  of  the 
fact  that  our  local  police  force  has  been  able  to  handle 
this  increased  tsaffic  on  the  existing  road  net  and  at  the 
same  time  maintain  their  enviable  record  of  efficiency  and 
courtesy.  It  is  expected  that  we  will  be  able  to  assist  them 
in  their  problem  and  make  the  Reservation's  facilities 
available  to  more  of  the  public  by  the  completion  of  the 
additional  road  and  parking  areas  now  i^  progress  on  the  Summit. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Earle  R.  Vickery.  Jr. 
Superintendent 
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Waohusett  Mountain  State  Reservation  Commission 

County  Commissioner's  Office,  Court  House,  Worcester,  Massachusetts 

October  p,  1953 

Present  were:  Mr.  Bro'.vn 
,  Mr.  Trinder 

Mr .  Morgan 

I 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Brown  3>1^ 
by  Mr.  Brown  and  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  December  l6, 

1952  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Superintendent  gave  a  verbal  report  on  the  work 
completed  and  being  done  on  various  projects  on  the  Reservation 
at  the  present,  together  with  work  remaining  to  be  done  and 
future  projects.  Included  in  this  .vas  the  fact  that  the 
Employee's  Cottage  has  been  completed  ard  rentedi  the  foundation 
for  the  first  toilet  building  st  the  Summit  has  been 
completed  and  is  ready  to  have  the  building  constructed,  the 
Summit  House  painting  was  progressing  at  a  favorable  rate 
and  a  start  at  the  remodeling  of  the  second  floor  of  the 
Summit  House  has  been  made  vith  all  partitions  having  been 
removed  and  replaced  with  posts  and  beams. 

The  purchase  of  a  new  truck,  a  cutter  bar  for  the  tractor, 
the  replacement  or  repair  of  the  furnaces  in  the  fr-wo  cottages 
that  are  rented, and  the  rebuilding  of  the  old  truck  into  a 
forest  fire  truck  were  discused.  It  .vas  decided  to  table  the 
above  items  to  the  next  meeting  with  the  provisions  that  the 
Superintendent  could  include  these  items  in  his  budget  estimate 
for  195^* 

The  Superintendent  reported  on  the  dryness  of  the  season 
and  the  lack  of  water  in  the  Reservation^  water  holes.  No 
fires  had  been  reported  on  the  Reservation  to  date,  however, 
it  has  been  necessary  to  close  off  portions  of  the  Mountain 
twice  during  the  summer  months. 

Voted  Mr.  Trinder  as  Chairman  and  Mr.  Brcwn  as  Clerk  for 

1954. 


Suggested  that  the  Commiss 
estimate  and  the  Annual  Report 


ion  meet  after 
were  completed. 


the  195^  budget 


Meeting  adjourned  at  5:00  PM. 


Leo  D.  Brown 
Clerk 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


'.OMMISSIONERS 


i-  Kenneth  G.  Trinder 

CHAIRMAN 


Leo  D.  Brown 

CLERK 

Paul  B.  Morgan.  Jr. 


Wachusett  Mountain  State  Reservation 

Commission 


January  1,  195^ 


Earle  R.  Vickery,  Jr. 
superintendent 


To  tha  Honorable  Board  of  Oounty  Oonmi as loners 
Oantloman: 

Ab  usual*  the  problem  of  maintaining  the  ReserTat ion's 
roads  oooupied  the  Staff's  time  through  a  oonaiderable  portion 
of  the  summer  months*  with  the  installation  of  several  new 
ctilverts  in  oritioal  areas  on  the  gravel  roads  as  well  as 
the  resurf aoing  of  2*3  Q^iles  of  the  paved  roads.  We  are  also 
using  some  oaloixtm  ohloride  on  a  seotlon  of  the  gravel  roads 
to  determine  the  pptimum  amount  neoessary  to  control  *dixsting” 
and  "washboard*.  To  date  this  problem  has  not  been  oompietely 
solved*  but  has  shown  oonsiderable  progress. 

A  front  end  shovel-loader  was  puro based  for  the  traotor 
and  fOLmd  to  be  extremely  helpful  in  handling  material  for 
the  usual  resurfacing  of  the  gravel  roads  as  .fell  a  a  digging 
oulvert  ditohea  and  moving  heavy  equipment  and  stone.  Well 
over  two  hundred  loads  of  gravel  and  other  material  .yere 
handled  by  this  loader  during  the  summer  season*  effecting 
a  oonsidarable  savings  in  power  shovel  rentals. 

One  cf  the  cottages  at  tho  Headquarters  area  was 
extensively  repaired  during  tho  early  spring*  inoludlng 
the  rejioval  of  a  large  pcroh  and  an  unused  ehed-ty**^  room 
on  the  rear*  oomplete  rebuilding  of  two  old*  unllnol, 
ohimneys *  two  ooats  of  paint  on  the  outside*  the  addition 
of  heavy  fields tone  steps  and  walks  and  the  oomplete 
regrading  of  the  lawn.  With  the  axoeption  of  the  roof, 
whioh  will  require  replaoement  in  about  four  cr  fiwo  years* 
this  building  is  now  in  reasonably  good  shape. 

The  painting  of  the  Summit  House*  started  last  year* 
was  oontiniied  and  is  now  nearly  complete.  A  small  portion 
of  the  northwest  oorner  of  the  porch  and  the  pcroh  floor 
remaining  to  be  done,  A  start  was  made  cn  the  remodeling  of 
tho  second  floor  of  the  Simunit  House  so  that  this  area  can 
be  used  as  an  observatory.  All  the  r^rtitions  have  been 
removed  and  replaced  with  beams  and  other  supports.  During 
the  coming  year  it  is  planned  to  replace  all  the  present 
windows  with  ploture-type  windows  and  to  build  a  second 
stairway  to  the  first  floor.  It  is  expected  that  this 
project  will  be  completed  within  the  next  two  years  and 


WACHUSETT  MOUNTAIN  STATE  RESERVATION  COMMISSION 


opened  to  the  l^ubXlo. 

Other  ponatruotlon  dncltKled  the  pouring  of  a  oonprete 
foundation- for  a  new  ohemloal** tank 'toilet  building  at  the 
Sunmit.  Some  'idea  of  the  diffioultiea  of- oonat'ruotion  in 
thie  iirea  aay  be  obtained  when  It  la  noted  that  there  is 
a  slope  of  over  eight  foot  In  height  in  the  Aridth  of  this 
building*  which  ia  twelre  feet.  Orer  a  himdred"  begs  of  oemen  t 
jere  re<4uired  for  the  oonstruotion  of  the  footings^ 
foundations -and  floor.  A  frsuTiS"  Building  la  to  be  oona trusted 
on  this  foundation  in  the  spring  and  it  is  hoped  that  it 
can  be  put  into  use  during  the,  early  summer.  Plans  then 
ofi^l ‘for- another  building  of  *tho  ,sane  ^type  to  be  bonst'ruc  ted 
nearby, 'thus  giving  ua  completely  new,  and.  adequate ,  toilet 
facilities  in' this  area* 

A  severe  dry  spell  aix%  eri^erionoed  auri^  the  surriRer, 
and  the  Reservation’s  water  holes  dropped  to' the  point 
where  were  cornice tely  dry.  We  had,  at  &hat‘po,iat, 

less  than  2^  of  our  normal  water  oapaoity.  However,  only 
one  fire  was  found  on  the  Reservatioiv,  and  that, one  was 
quickly  extinguished  vrith  little  dai^age.  The  usual 
precautions  of  o losing  all  gravel  roaJs  to.  the  public, 
rostrloting  parking  •and'' plonloing,  and  petroling  the 
laser vat ion  .were  observed  during  thia^dry  spell,  and 
probably  acoounts  for  the  sisall  fire  daiiage  expariehoed. 

Some  Inoioatlon  of  a  possible  gypsy  moth  Infeatatloa 
.have  been  found  and  it  a^y  neoeasary^ for  .the  Reservation 
to  participate'  In  the  State^wlde  moth  control  program  that 
.is  contempiated  for  the  coming  year.  This' is  the  first 
indloation'of  a  serious  infestatlcn  In  this  area  for  the 
past  seven  or  eight  yeare. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  Uountain  Road  from  Prince ton 
to  the  Reaervatlen  ms  undep-oonstruction,  during  the  entire 
summer,  and  extensive  detaurs  were  necessary,  there  was  -  no 
letiip  in  the  number  of  visitors  to  the  Reservation.  'Eaoh 
year  the  problem  of  handling  this  traffic  teems  to  ik^rease, 
however,  the  Reservation  Oommias loners  and  the  Staff  are 
pleased  th  find  that  the  facilities  of  the  Reservation  are 
*60  widely  known  and  enjoyed. 


Reapeotfully  submitted. 


Earle  R.  Vickery.  Jr. 
Superintendent 


<r 


I  f 


V 


vVachuaett  Mountain  State  Reservation  Coaiiuission 

County  Comn-issioner * 3  Office,  County  Court  House,  Worcester,  Mass. 
June  22, 

Prea/ent  were:  Mr.  Trinder,  Chairman 

Mr.  Bro’.vn,  Cleric 
Mr .  Morgan 

Meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Chairman  at  12;1CPM 
and  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

Sealed  bids  for  the  season's  requirements  of  tar  and  out¬ 
back  asphalts  were  opened  after  reading  of  the  a peo if ioations . 

The  following  bids  were  submit  ted: - 

Mystic  Bituminous  Products  Co.,  Inc. 

All  MC ,  RC  and  SC  asphalts  .  .  .  $0.  IppVgs^Ho^ 

All  RS ,  MS  and  SS  emulsions.  .  .  JO.  1540/ gal  Ion 

Above  delivered  and  applied  in  full  truck  load  lots. 

Barrett  Division,  Allied  Chemical  &  Dye  Corp. 

All  SC,  MC ,  OA  and  RC  asphalts  .  {0.1554/  gallon 
All  SEMC  and  CERC  emulsions.  .  .  {0.172  /  gallon 

"Tarvia"  road  tar . |0.19  /  gallon 

Moved  by  Mr.  Morgan  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Rro.m  that  the 
bid  be  awarded  to  Barrett  Division.  Voted  unanimously  to  do 
so . 


Bids  for  the  purchase  of  a  2-ton  truck  were  then  opened 
after  the  specifications  were  read.  The  following  were 
8  ubm i 1 1  e  d : - 

Hubbard's  Garage 

Price  complete  as  per  s pec ficat ions  .  .  $2,S65«74' 

Reo  Motors ,  Inc . 

Price  complete  as  per  specifications,  less 
10  ply  tires  and  i  cab  protector.  .  .  .  |3i456«00 

10  ply  tires,  extra . C . 

i  cab  protector .  47.00 

Motion  Diade  by  Mr.  Brown  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Morgan  to 
accept  the  Hubbard's  Garage  bid.  Voted  unanimously  to  do  so. 

No  persons  submitting  bids  were  present. 

The  business  meeting  .vas  then  opened  and  the  Annual  report 
of  the  Superintendent  was  read  and  unanimously  accepted  and 
approved.  A  further  statement  on  work  progress  //as  also  given 
by  the  Superintendent  and  the  near  completion  of  the  new 
toilet  facilities  was  noted. 


Meeting  of  June  22,  195^  (Con’t) 


Mr.  Morgan  reported  on  a  suggestion  from  the  Department 
of  Natural  Resoursesi  Division  of  Parks  and  Recreation  of  the 
Common <v3alth  that  the  Commission  could  improve  the  Facilities 
of  the  Reservation  by  the  installation  df  a  s.vimming  and 
bathing  beach.  Echo  Lake  /vas  suggested  by  the  Parks  Commissioner 
as  a  possible  site. 

It  ^aa  voted  to  hold  the  matter  in  abeyance  and  a^vait 
further  developments  inasmuch  as  the  present  budgett  ^ras  clearly 
inadequate  to  finance  such  a  project. 

A  fie  ft  ^ter  hole  to  be  constructed  off  the  ne  y  Mountain 
Road  near  the  residence  of  Mr.  Rice  aras  approved.  A  neY  cable 
will  be  installed  in  the  Summit  House,  and  a  tractor  cutter  bar 
will  be  purchased.  These  items  were  held  over  fccm  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Commission,  October  1933 >  and  were  included 
in  the  budget  for  195^‘ 

Moved  by  Mr.  Morgan  that  all  items  passed  over  at  the 
previous  meeting  and  later  included  in  the  budget  be  pruc based 
or  completer  and  any  items  not  included,  viz.  the  conversion 
of  the  old  truck  into  a  fire-fighting  truck,  be  continued  at 
the  discretion  fo  the  Super intendsnt ,  using  whatever  meejns  he 
has  at  his  disposal.  Motion  seconded  by  Mr.  Bro-vn  and  unanimously 
voted. 

Voted  to  meet  on  the  Reservation  at  the  Superintendent's 
residence  at  4:00  PM  on  Thursday,  July  6th,  1934*  and  to  make 
an  inspection  ftf  the  Reservation. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  1:20  PM. 


Leo  D.  Bro-vn 
Clerk 
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Wachusett  Mountain  State  Reaervation  Couiiiiiasion 

Superintendent ' 3  Duelling,  Wachusett  Mountain  State  Reservation, 
Prinoeton,  Maas 

July  5,  13>5^ 

Present  ^ere;  Mr.  Trinder,  Chairarian 

Mr.  Morgan,  Clerk  pro  teir. 

The  ii.eeting  was  callea  to  order  at  4: 13  PM  at  the 
Superintendent's  d.velling  and  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  vere  read  and  approved.  Since  the  purpose  of  the 
meeting  was  to  inspect  the  Reservation,  the  Coniiriissi oners 
together  with  the  Superintendent  left  in  the  Reservation 
oar  on  a  tour  of  the  Mountain. 

An  inspection  was  made  of  the  Echo  Lake  area  and  the 
Bolton  Pond  area  with  respect  to  the  possibility  of 
swiuiming  facilities  at  one  of  the  areas  and  it  was  unamimously 
decided  that  the  only  area  at  which  it  would  be  possible  to 
set  up  adequate  facilities  was  at  Bolton  Pond.  The 
Superintendent  pointed  out  that  this  would  require  that 
some  arrangement  would  be  necessary  to  secure  the  .mter 
rights  of  this  pond  which  are  held  by  a  Valto  Niemi  of 
Westminster . 

The  newly  completed  toilet  facilities  at  the  Sumii.it  were 
examined  and  approved  by  the  Commission  as  were  also  the 
remodeling  projects  in  the  Summit  House. 

After  touring  the  roaus  and  the  general  area  the 
Commissioners  and  the  Superintendent  adjourned  to^Harrington 
Farm  for  dinner. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  8:23  PM. 


Paul  B.  Morgan,  Jr. 
Clerk  pro  tern 
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Waohuaett  MoLJfitain  State  Reservation  Comaiission 

Superintendent's  Duelling,  Waohusett  Mountain  Stats  Reservation 
Princeton,  Massachusetts  . 

September  21, 

Present  .vere:  Mr.  Trindsr,  Chairman 

Mr.  Bro.vn,  Clerk 
Mr .  Morgan 

Special  meeting  of  Commissioners  to  inspect  damage  caused  by 
hurricanes  Carol  and  Edna  and  to  determine  the  disposition  of 
the  old  Ne.vton  Cottage,  leather  .vas  rainy  and  cold. 

Meeting  -vas  called  to  order  at  2:13  PM  at  the  Superinten¬ 
dent's  d/velling  and  ad;)ourned  to  the  Reservation  for  a  tour  of 
inspec  tion. 

The  Newton  cottage  was  thouroughly  inspected  as  vere  the 
gravel  roads  and  .mysT 

Considerable  damage  in  the  way  of  washouts  .vas  noted  and 
the  repairs  made  by  the  Superintendent  -^re  inspected  and 
approved.  Future  plannir*g  to  avoid  a  repetition  of  .vashouts 
in  subs^^uent  emergencies  has  been  made  by  the  Superintendent 
ana  these  measures  vere  approved  by  the  Commissioners. 

(Measures  Included  the  installation  and  changing  of 
culverts  and  provisions  for  making  temporary  vatercourses 
across  certain  strategic  spots  in  the  gravel  roads.) 

On  motion  duly  made  and  seconded  it  .vas  unanimously 
voted  to  develop  the  Ne.vton  cottage  area  as  a  public  campsite 
with  necessary  sanitary  facilities  and  to  utilize  the  present 
Newton  cottage  as  an  adciinis tration  center  orovided  that  the 
cost  of  remodeling  the  building  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
$2300.  and  it  .vas  further  votea  to  authorize  the  Superintendent 
to  expend  up  to  #230C.  for  materials  and  supplies  for  this 
puppose . 

It  .vas  decided  to  meet  next  when  the  Superintendent  had 
completed  the  Budget  Estimate  for  1955  Annual  Report. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  3*^3 


Leo  D.  Brown 
Clerk 


Waohusett  ijaountain  State  Reservation  ComiLission 

Library  of  the  korgan  Construction  Company 
kVoroester,  ixiassaohuse tts 

December  20,  195^ 

Present  .vere:  kr .  Pro^,  Clerk  ana  Chairman  pro  tem 

kr .  korgan 

The  meeting  .vas  callea  to  oraer  at  3*52  by  ^r.  Brovvn 
and  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  September  21st  .vere  read. 

After  kr .  korgan  moved  and  it  -vas  voted  to  amend  the 
minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  by  adding  a  unanimous  vote 
of  thanks  to  krs .  Vickery  for  the  refreshments  served  at 
that  meeting,  the  minutes  .vere  approved. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  /vas  read  and 
it  .vas  voted  to  accept  the  report  as  submitted  and  transmit 
it  to  the  County  Commissioners.  A  copy  of  the  report  is 
included  as  an  annex  to  these  minutes. 

The  Superintendent's  Pudf-et  Estimate  for  the  year  1955 
.vas  examined  and  approved  by  the  Coma.issioners  as  submitted 
with  the  exception  of  the  follovinsr  change:- 

Duly  moved  and  unanimously  voted  that  the  salary  of 
Superintendent  Earle  R.  Vickery.  Jr.  be  increased  to 
^4,420.  per  year,  starting  January  1,  1955* 

A  letter  from  kr .  'benjamin  S.  Keyes  of  Harvard,  kass- 
achusetts,  offering  a  parcel  of  land  adjacent  to  the 
Reservation  for  sale  to  the  Commission  was  read  and  it  was 
voted  instruct  the  Superintendent  to  thank  kr.  Keyes  for 
his  offer  and  inform  him  that  the  Commission  ./as  not 
interested  in  the  parcel  due  to  the  nature  of  the  property 
and  its  location. 

A  letter  from  mr .  John  T.  konahan  of  44  Englewood  Avenue, 
Worcester,  Massachusetts  requesting  the  loan  of  a  small 
plot  of  land  on  which  to  construct  a  suall  cabin  for  the 
use  of  a  group  of  Explorer  Scouts  was  read  ana  it  .vas  voted 
th  instruct  the  Superintendent  to  inform  Mr.  konahan  that 
such  a  loan  .vas  without  the  province  of  the  Comii.i3sion  but 
that  he  was  welcome  to  use  any  of  the  facilities  of  the 
Reservation  providing  he  erectea  nothine;  more  permenant  than 
a  tent. 

It  .vas  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Corwiiission  that 
Representative  Philip  Ho.vard  of  the  General  Court  had  filed 
*  a  bill  for  the  next  session  providing  for  the  construction 
of  swinjming  facilities  at  Echo  Lake.  Inasmuch  as  this  was 
contrary  to  the  recorded  opinion  of  the  Commission,  (minutes 
of  meeting  of  July  S,  195^)- if  -vas  decided  that  Mr.  korgan 
would  write  Mr.  Ho.vard  in  an  effort  to  persuaae  him  to  alter 
bill  to  read  "Bolton  Pond"  instead  of  "Echo  Lake". 
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After  a  general  discussion  of  the  condition  of  the 
Reservation  and  the  projects  no^  in  progress  and  the 
planning  stage  the  iLeeting  ma  adjourned  at  5*'^^ 


Leo  D.  Bro/vn 
Clerk 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


OMMISSIONERS 

Kenneth  G.  Trinder 

CHAIRMAN 


Leo  D.  Brown 

CLERK 


Paul  B.  Morgan.  Jr. 


Wachusett  Mountain  State  Reservation 

Commission 

January  1,  1955 


Earle  R.  Vickery.  Jr. 

SUPERINTENDENT 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  County  Conauies loners 
Worcester,  i^SBachusetts 

Gentlemen; 

Road  maintenance  occupied  a  large  oercentage  of  our  time 
during  the  suimiier  months  as  usual ,  ’.vith  nearly  all  the  atten¬ 
tion  being  given  to  the  pravel  roads.  Just  as  je  /./ere  preparing 
for  our  annual  tar  road  maintenance,  /-e  ./ere  visited  by 
hurricane  Carol.  The  resulting  dama- e ,  cue  vrincioally  to 
washouts  caused  by  the  more  than  5  inches  of  rain  that  fell , 
cost  us  two  weeks  of  time  ana  several  hunared  dollars  for  truck 
rental  and  n.aterial.  Repairs  .vere  completed  on  a  Friday  and 
the  roaas  //ere  reopened  for  the  //eekend  traffic  only  to  be 
closed  the  next  day  by  hurriaane  Edna,  which  did  more  dam.a  e 
than  Carol.  Over  half  a  mile  of  our  gravel  roads  .;ere  completely 
washea  out,  in  many  places  dov/n  to  lecUe  and  for  the  entire 
^  width  of  the  road.  Efforts  by  tne  Superintenaent  ana  several 

members  of  the  staff  who  volunteered  their  services  auring  the 
storm,  did  little  to  halt  or  re..uce  the  amount  of  .vash.  Insofar 
as  we  could  observe,  there  were  no  blocked  ditches  or  culverts, 
just  too  much  Water  in  too  short  a  .^'driod  of  time.  Plans  have 
been  made  for  the  installation,  enlargement  ana  relocation  of 
some  of  ur  culverts,  and  for  provisions  to  make  temporary 
water  courses  across  the  roads  in  strategic  s>ots  ,  in  an  effort 
to  prevent  similar  damage  in  the  future.’' 

In  all,  five  .veeks  /.Bre  s :  ent  in  repairing  hurricane 
damace  ana  the  tar  road  maintenance  had  to  be  put  off  until 
next  year,  due  to  the  lateness  of  the  season  ana  the  ex:en8e 
of  regraveling. 


The  new  Ladies'  Rest  Room  at  the  Summit  .vas  c  :mpletea  and 
opened  early  in  the  summer  and  the  ola  building  removed.  The 
area  has  been  prepared  for  the  construction  of  a  similiar 
structure  for  a  men's  Room  and  it  is  planned  to  start  this 
new  building  as  soon  as  we  can  pour  cement  in  the  spring. 


Approximately  fifty  thousand  board  feet  of  luniber  was 
harvested  during  the  ./inter  months  for  use  in  the  various 
construction  ana  maintenance  projects  on  the  Reservation,  and 
some  of  this  material  has  already  been  useu.  in  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  ne vv  brid  a  replacement  on  Balance  Rook  Road, 
replacement  of  souia  exterior  finish  on  the  Superintendent's 
dwellin  ,  construction  of  the  Ladies'  Room  at  the  Summit, 


and  the  manufacture  of  ten  new  picnic  tables.  The  remainder 
has  been  properly  stacked  in  the  Reservation's  storage  yard 
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WACHUSETT  MOUNTAIN  STATE  RESERVATION  COMMISSION 

. f  Annual  Report  -  195^ 

and  is  bAing  held  for  future  use.  An  adequate  supply  of 
oordwood  was  klso  harvested  during  the  winter  months  to  cover 
our  requirmants  for  the  coming  year. 

A  new  2-ton  combination  dump  and  platform  truck  was 
purchased  to  replace  the  1942  model  then  in  use,  and  arrived 
in  time  to  do  yeoman  service  during  c.nd  after  the  hurricanes. 
We  also  purchased  a  side  mount  cutter  bar  for  the  tractor  to 
be  used  in  roadside  mo./in^  and  2:9neral  open  area  maintenance. 

Durin:.-  the  late  suuai.sr,  a  cotta:  e  on  the  Northwest 
corner  of  the  Reservation  -was  vacated.  After  an  inscection 
by  the  Commissioners  ,  it  //as  decided  to  use  this  buildirm 
and  the  surrounain?  area  for  public  cam-psites  ./ith  the 
cottage  to  be  remodelea  for  use  as  a  utility  center  for  the 
area,  much  of  the  cleaning  out  and  cleanin_  up  has  already 
been  done  and  in  the  near  future  it  is  expected  that  :/Q  will 
be  able  to  add  about  a  dozen  individual,  family-sized  camp¬ 
sites  to  the  recreational  facilities  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Approxiua,tely  300  Boy  Scouts  and  their  supervisors  from 
the  Wachusett  Council  held  their  fall  Ceuiiporee  at  our  new 
campsite  and  ./ere  very  enthusiastic  in  their  commehts, 
although  there  are  no  improved  facilities  in  the  area  as  yet. 

II 

Due  to  the  popularity  of  the  Reservation,  it  was  again 
necessary  to  increase  the  police  detail  at  the  Summit  to 
control  traffic.  As  usual  the  ^/ell  trained  squad,  under  the 
direction  of  Princeton's  Chief  Gendron,  did  a  splendid  job 
of  hanaling  a  difficult  problem.  While  there  are  no  exact 
figures  on  the  nuu.ber  of  visitors  to  the  Reservation,  it  is 
estimated  that  we  draw  at  least  100,000  during  the  year,  with 
the  two  heaviest  periods  bein--  in  the  early  spring  to  view 
the  Azalea  nad  Laurel  and  in  the  early  fall  to  view  the 
f  olism  e . 

With  the  addition  of  adequate  campsites  and  the  continued 
improvement  of  our  exisiting  reoreati-nal  facilities  it  is 
expected  that  the  use  and  enjoyu.ent  of  the  Reservation  will 
continue  to  grow  and  expand. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Earle  R.  Vickery.  Jr. 
Superintendent 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


Commissioners 

Kenneth  G.  Trinder 

CHAIRMAN 


Leo  D.  Brown 

CLERK 


Paul  B.  Morgan.  Jr. 


Wachusett  Mountain  State  Reservation 

Commission 


D«o«iab#r  21 »  1954 


Earle  R.  Vickery,  Jr. 

SUPERINTENDENT 


Bo^d  of  County  Coayolsoionora 
Court  Houno 

loroostor#  Manonohuaotto 
Oontlofton: 

At  n  nootln^  of  tho  faobuoatt  iioxintain  9tata 
Roaerv&tlon  Coouiiaalon  at  PM  in  tba  libary  of  tha 

Morgan  Conatruotioa  CoatFanyt  tba  Coaniaai^n  took  tba 
folloviag  aotion:-^ 

*Duly  aoaad  and  unaalnoualy  aotad  that  tha  aalary 
of  Suparintandant  larla  R*  Vlokary.  Jr.  ba 
looraaaad  to  |4»420«  par  yaar»  starting  January 

I  •  1955* 

I  baraby  attast  that  tha  abora  quoted  rota  is  a 
trua  oopy  of  tha  aotion  taken  by  tbs  taobuaatt  Mountain 
Stats  Rassrratlon  Coanission. 


Attast: 


Lao  D.  BroaD»  Clark 

laobusatt  Moimtain  Stats 
RssarTation  Conaission 
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Waohu30tt  Mountain  State  Reservation  Coiii^iission 

Library  of  the  Morgan  Construction  Coa.pany 
Worcester,  Massachusetts 

February  21,  1555 

Present  .vere:  Mr.  Trinder,  Chairii.an 

Mr.  Ero-.vn,  Clerk 
Mr.  Morgan 

The  ii.eeting  ^as  cdlleu  to  order  by  the  Chairua.n  at  3*12 
PM  and  the  udnutss  of  the  previous  j.0eting( Dec  either  2Cth  135^) 
were  read  and  accepted. 

Nou^inations  for  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  followed 
and  Mr.  Morgan  was  duly  elected  Chairoian  and  Mr.  Trinuar  was 
elected  Clerk.  The  nev/  officers  iw.3adiately  took  over  thel^ 
duties . 


The  action  of  the  County  Coa.:Li3  si  oners  on  the  Reservation 
budget  e3tik*ate  for  1355  discussed  and  it  .vas  voted  to 
have  the  Chaira.an  write  a  letter  to  the  County  Coiui.is3 i oners 
rSv^uesting  a  hearing  on  the  buuget.  The  other  aisu^bers  of  the 
CoiLii.ission  agreed  to  iLake  every^’eff or t  to  be  present  at  such 
a  hearing. 


The  Superintendent  gave  a  verbal  report  ')n  the  progress 
of  work  on  the  cottage  at  the  new  cau.ping  area.  Possible 
charges  for  the  use  of  this  area  and  rules  to  govern  it  were 
discussed  and  it  .r&s  voteu  to  have  the  Superintenuent  draw 
up  a  tentative  set  of  rules  and  regulations  to  be  3ubii.it ted 
to  the  CoiLiuiSQion  at  its  next  n.eeting. 

Moved  and  voted  that  the  contract  with  Mr.  Connor  for 
the  use  of  the  Sunlit  House  be  renewed  at  the  sau^e  rental 
as  last  year. 

Consiasrable  progress  was  reporteu  on  the  new  fire  trucx 
being  constructed  on  the  old  duxi.p  trucx  chassis  and  the 
Superintendent  stated  that  it  should  be  reacy  to  be  put  in 
service  in  about  a  iLonth. 

The  water  rights  of  Bolton  Pona  and  the  possibility  of 
having  s  witnniinc'  there  was  discussed.  Mr.  Ero  vn  gave  a  report 
on  the  hearing  which  the  Coa.u.itte0  on  Conservation  hela 
February  2nd  at  the  State  House  in  Boston  on  Rep.  Howard's 
bill  to  establish  swiu.ii.ing  at  Echo  Lake.  At  the  hearing, 

Rep.  Ho^vara  spoke  for  the  bill  with  the  provision  that  it 
be  au.end0d  to  read  "Bolton  Pond"  instead  of  "Echo  Lake".  It  is 
Mr.  Brown's  opinion  that  the  bill  had  a  favorable  hearing. 

It  was  decided  to  have  the  next  ii.e0ting  of  the  CoxiuLission 
at  the  Reservation  and  to  include  an  inspection  and  ainner, 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chairman. 

Voted  to  aajourn  at  4:15  PM. 


Kenneth  G.  Trinder 
Clerk 
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ChainDan,  Vik>rcester  County  Cosmissloners 
Board  of  County  CGnnnissioners 

County  Court  House  .  l^or^aa,  ChaVr,^-. 

Worcester,  Massachusetts  ,  Brovnn,  ClerK 


r 


Dear  Sir: 


r,*^  Ar>a  wh- 
-  vpts^d . 


0^11  eC  t-o  .?-der  by  T,hc  Chaltdi^'in  at 
i.*nuttr.-s  of  ■ ^ 'fcs  c  meetlri^  read  and 


At  a  neetlng  ofitl^  Uachusett  Mountain 
State  Reservation  CoBiaissicm  held  Monday,  21  Febru¬ 
ary  1955»  I  was  asked  to  get- in  touch  with  you  in 
regard  to  our  1955  budget*  Until  last  year,  our 
Coomission  has  always  been  given  a  hearii^' in  connec-^^g^^^, 
tion  with  each  year*s  budget^  and  we  request,  this  ^n^ 
year,  such  a  hearing  to  discuss  our  figures  with  the 
Worcester  County  Cocmissionerss  '* 


■^t=Vl 


Heco'ic  s 


Very  truly  yours 


and  voted  ^r.  I'  tf'  :  i 


for  t-*’  season's  requiretriet; ta 
^  i#“re  opon^d  and  r^ad,  KC’^e  ai 

,PaulB.  Morgan,  Jr.  ,,  apD'le.T 

Chaiman,  Wachuaett ^Mountain  State  Reser-  -r-'l 
vation  Coonissiori 
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PBMJrrlr 
c.c*  -  Mr. 


i  ®  .  i!!  1  ^  ’  Ci  ii3 

♦  -- roL-  to  award  ''he  b 
Vickery 

'♦nrtr  ells  were  received 


1  '■ ,  5  U  i/ gal . 
1  :>  •  64^t/gal  • 


or  'oad  rll  to  tie. 
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adjoum^-d  to  Inspect  the  Jiaservation  at 
4:00  FN  after  which  those  Commissioners  preae.nt  and  tne 
*  a. erlntendent  had  dinner  at  Harrington  Farm. 


leo  D,  Frown 
Clerk  pr-^-t  >a; 
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Wachusett  Mountain  State  Reservation  Commission 

Superintendent's  Cottage 
Princeton,  Massachusetts 

July  27th,  1955 

Present  were:  Mr,  Morgan,  Chairman 

Mr.  Brown,  Clerk  pro- tern 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Chairman  at 
3:30  PM  and  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  read  and 
accepted. 


•  Sealed  bids  for  a  new  vehicle  for  the  use  of  the 
Superintendent  In  his  duties  were  opened  and  read.  The 
net  bids  are  as  follows: 

Harry  I,  Cutler,  Southbrldge 
Heywood-Brunmark  Motor,  Worcester 


Hubbard's  Garage,  East  Princeton 
Chaffin's  Garage,  Holden 


$1660.00 

1588.00 

2040,00  (less  tax) 
1535.66 


It  WQS  moved,'  seconded  and  voted  that  the  bid  be 
awarded  to  the  low  bidder,  Chaffin's  Garage  of  Holden, 


Sealed  bids  for  the  season's  requirements  of  tar 
and/or  asphalt  were  opened  and  read.  Bids  were  as 
follows : 

Cut-back  asphalts  delivered  and  applied  or 
pumped  Into  Keservatlon  containers :- 


Barrett  Division,  Allied 
Corp, 

Trlmount  Bituminous 


Chemical  &  Dye 

15.6Wgal. 

15.64^/gal. 


It  was  voted  to  award  the  bid  on  road  oil  to  the 
Barrett  Division, 


No  other  bids  were  received. 

Meeting  was  adjourned  to  Inspect  the  Reservation  at 
4:00  PM  after  which  those  Commissioners  present  and  the 
Superintendent  had  dinner  at  Harrington  Farm. 


Leo  D,  Brown 
Clerk  pro-tern 
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Wachusett  Mountain  State  Reservation  Commission 

Library  of  the  Morgan  Construction  Company 
Worcester,  Massachusetts 

January  1?,  1956 

Present  were:  Mr.  Morgan,  Chairman 

Mr.  Brown,  Clerk  pro- tern 


The  Meeting  of  the  Commission  was  called  to  order  at 
12; 00  o ‘clock  noon  and  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were 
read  and  approved  as  read. 

There  was  no  old  or  unfinished  bulsness  to  be  considered. 

Under, the  heading  of  new  business  the  annual  report  of 
the  Superintendent  was  read  and  approved  and  is  Included  as 
a  part  of  these  minutes. 

Chairman  Morgan  stated,  for  the  record,  that  he  and  Mr. 

Brown  consulted  with  County  Commissioners  Aspero  and  Cassidy 
on  January  l6th  relative  to  a  proposed  Increase  In  salary 
for  Superintendent  Vickery  and  had  recleved  assurance  that 
the  increase  would  be  approved  by  them. 

The  members  present  unanimously  voted  to  Increase  the 
salary  of  the  Superintendent  to  54,420.00  per  year  starting 
January  1,  1956.  This  Increase  was  previously  voted  for 
1955  t>ut  the  Increase  was  not  approved  by  the  County 
Commlsslofliers  • 

The  Superintendent's  budget  estimate  was  approved  and 
he  was  authorized  to  submit  the  same  to  the  County  Commissioners. 

The  request  of  the  Appalachian  Mountain  Club  to  rename 
the  Echo  Lake  Trail  and  assume  the  responsibility  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  same,  was  approved.  Henceforth,  the  trail 
will  be  known  as  the  "Jack  Frost  Trail"  In  memory  of  Doctor 
Jack  Frost  who  was  extremely  active  In  the  activities  of 
the  Appalachian  Mountain  Club. 

The  Superintendent .was  authorized  to  arrange  a  joint 
meeting  with  the  County  Commissioners  for  an  Inspection  of 
the  Reservation  to  be  followed  by  a  dinner.  It  was  suggested 
that  the  dinner  be  an  outdoor  affair  at  the  Brown  Recreation 
Area.  This  meeting  to  be  sometime  In  the  Spring, 

The  campsite  fees  were  considered  and  It  was  voted  to 
devote  further  study  to  this  question. 

It  was  moved,  seconded  and  voted  to  request  funds  of  the 
Commonwealth  to  carry  out  some  of  the  worthwhile  projects 
under  consideration  at  the  Reservation.  Bathing  at  the  Bolton 
Pond  Area  would  be  considered  as  one  of  these. 
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^  The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  1:15  PM  and  the  members  of 

the  Commission  and  the  Superintendent  proceeded  to  the 
Worcester  Club  where  a  dplendld  lunch  and  general  discussion 
was  enjoyed  by  all,  as  guests  of  Chairman  Morgan. 


Leo  D.  Brown 
Clerk  pro-tern 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


^  yMM.ss, ONERS  WACHUSETT  MOUNTAIN  STATE  RESERVATION 

Paul  B.  Morgan,  Jr. 

COMMISSION 

Kenneth  G.  Trinder 

CLERK 

Leo  D.  Brown  J&nU&Py  1  j  195^ 


Earle  R.  Vickery.  Jr. 

SUPERINTENDENT 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  County  Commissioners 
Gentlemen: 

As  In  the  past,  the  maintenance  of  our  roads  occupied 
a  major  portion  of  the  Reservation  Staff's  attention 
during  the  past  year.  Our  tar  road  maintenance,  the 
retreading  of  the  Down  Road,  was  accomplished  with  the 
complete  co-operation  of  the  weather  man  who  gave  us 
several  clear,  hot  days  for  the  application,  mixing  and 
spreading  of  the  asphalt.  The  gravel  roads,  on  the  other 
hand,  will  present  for  several  years  a  somewhat  more  diff¬ 
icult  problem  due  to  the  extensive  regravellng  that  wad 
necessary  after  the  hurricanes  of  1955.  This  fresh  gravel 
does  not  "shape  up"  or  "stand  up"  under  traffic  as  well  as 
the  old,  hard-packed  gravel  did.  However,  experience  has 
shown  that  In  four  or  five  years.  If  we  can  keep  this  new 
material  In  place  that  long,  It  will  be  Just  as  suitable 
y  ■  and  durable  as  the  original.  In  an  effort  to  prevent 

further  washing  of  our  roads,  both  gravel  and  tar,  we  are 
enlarging,  relocating  and  replacing  our  critical  culverts 
as  rapidly  as  possible.  Approximately  one-hundred  and 
fifty  feet  of  culvert  was  replaced  during  the  year  and 
plans  have  been  made  to  continue  this  activity  until  we 
have  adequate  culvert  area  In  the  proper  |)laces  to  control 
the  extraordinary  rainfall  we  are  experiencing  In  the 
County. 

During  the  two  most  severe  storms  of  the  ^ast  year. 

It  was  necessary  for  the  Reservation  Staff  to  patrol  and 
clear  culverts  and  waterways.  The  plans  made  during  and  after 
195^ *s  hurricanes,  concerning  critical  spots  and  emergency 
waterways  across  roads,  were  put  Into  actual  operation  and 
saved  most  of  our  roads  from  severe  washing.  Eighty  to 
one-hundred  loads  of  gravel  will  t)robably  be  sufficient  to 
replace  all  that  was  lost  all  season. 

Cordwood  operations  were  continued  during  the  winter 
months  and  an  adequate  supply  was  harvested,  dried  and 
distributed  to  carry  us  through  the  coming  winter.  Among 
our  other  Inclement  weather  projects,  we  built  some  twenty 
new  picnic  tables  which  were  added  to  the  more  than  fifty 
already  in  use  on  the  Reservation,  It  was  noticed  on 
several  Sundays  during  the  summer  season,  that  In  spite  of 
the  seventy-odd  tables  distributed  along  the  roads,  an 
"open"  table  was  the  exception.  Material  for  additional 
tables  Is  on  hand  in  the  Reservation's  storage  yard,  and  it 
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WACHUSETT  MOUNTAIN  STATE  RESERVATION  COMMISSION 


Is  planned  to  manufacture  twenty  to  twenty-five  more  tables 
during  the  remainder  of  the  winter. 

Work  was  continued,  when  other  duties  permitted,  on  the 
building  at  the  campsite  area,  and  with  the  straightening 
up  of  the  sills  and  foundations,  replacement  of  much  of  the 
trim  and  clapboards,  manufacture  and  installation  of  all 
new  window  sash  and  frames,  installation  of  new  floor 
joists  and  floors,  reconstruction  of  two  fireplaces  and 
chimneys  and  a  complete  outside  paint  job,  it  is  felt  that 
we  have  made  a  good  start  on  our  project.  Weather  and  other 
duties  permitting,  it  is  hoped  that  we  may  be  able  to  see 
the  completion  of  the  Interior  of  the  building  this  year. 

Attendance  is  a  subject  that  is  very  interesting  to 
both  the  Reservation  Commission  and  Staff,  as  this  is  the 
only  way  in  which  we  can  gauge  the  value  of  our  service  to 
the  public,  and  considerable  effort  is  made  to  arrive  at 
an  accurate  estimate  of  the  number  of  visitors  that  we  have 
during  the  year.  Through  the  cooperation  of  the  State 
Department  of  Public  Works  we  were  fortunate  in  obtaining 
the  use  of  a  traffic  density  counter  for  approximately 
two  weeks,  and  are  able  to  base  our  estimate  for  this  year 
on  its  results.  Our  season  is  from  the  first  of  May  to  the 
last  of  November,  with  probably  the  greatest  density  of 
visitors  coming  during  the  months  of  June,  September  and 
October,  It  is  estimated  that  we  drew  approximately 
40,000  cars  this  year  and  a  sampling  indicates  that  there 
was  an  average  of  three  people  in  each  car,  giving  us  a 
grand  total  of  120,000  visitor  days. 

With  the  Increased  Importsince  that  the  Commonwealth 
is  placing  on  outdoor  recreation,  and  the  public  Response, 
it  is  anticipated  that  we  will  enjoy  an  even  greater 
popularity  during  the  coming  year. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


EARLE  R.  VICKERY.  JR. 
Superintendent 
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Wachusett  Mountain  State  Reservation  Commission 

Luncheon  meeting  at  the  Worcester  Club 
Worcester , Massachusetts 

February  20,  195^ 

Present  were:  Mr.  Morgan,  Chairman 

Mr.  Campbell,  Clerk  pro-tern 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  12:00  o'clock  noom 
by  the  Chairman  and  Mr.  Campbell  was  congratulated  on  his 
recent  appointment  to  the  Commission  vice  Mr.  Brown* 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting,  January  1?,  195^, 
were  read  by  the  Clerk  and  approved. 

There  was  no  old  or  unfinished  business  to  be  considered. 

The  Reservation  budget  estimate  for  195^  as  mutilated 
by  the  County  Commissioners  was  discussed  and  It  was 
suggested  that  a  meeting  be  requested  with  the  County 
Commissioners  to  discuss  these  cuts.  The  Superintendent 
submitted  a  draft  of  such  letter  (attached  to  these 
minutes)  and  was  detailed  to  send  this  letter  to  the 
County  Commissioners  over  his  signature,  for  the  Commission, 
(letter  mailed  In  Princeton, February  20th  at  4  o'clock) 

Superintendent  was  authorized  to  attempt  to  obtain 
copies  of  the  report  made  by  Mr.  Egbert  Hans  on  his  visit 
to  the  Echo  Lake  and  Bolton  Pond  areas  on  July  8th,  195^* 

It  was  decided  that  direct,  personal  contact  be  used  In 
this  matter. 

Moved  and  voted  that  a  letter  of  appreciation  be 
sent  to  Mr,  Leo  D.  Brown  of  Mlllbury,  Massachusetts , by 
the  Chairman,  for  his  long,  devoted  and  toalued  service  to 
the  Commission  and  the  Reservation, 

The  Superintendent  was  enjoined  to  keep  In  constant 
touch  with  the  Chairman  concerning  any  action  on  the  letter 
tb  the  County  Commissioners,  mentioned  above,  and/or  the 
return  of  Mr,  Trlnder  from  the  South. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  1:10  PM, 


Charles  B,  Campbell 
Clerk  pro-tem 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


COMMISSIONERS 


Paul  B.  Morgan.  Jr. 

CHAIRMAN 


Kenneth  G.  Trinder 

CLERK 


Charles  B.  Campbell 


Wachusett  Mountain  State  Reservation 

Commission 

February  20,  195^ 


Earle  R.  Vickery.  Jr, 

SUPERINTENDENT 


Worcester  County  Commissioners 
Court  House 

Worcester,  Massachusetts 
Gentlemen: 

In  the  past,  with  other  Boards  of  County  Commissioners, 
it  was  the  custom  to  confer  with  each  Department  on  Its 
budget  requirements  for  the  coming  year.  This  custom 
resulted  In  a  complete  agreement  and  understanding  between 
the  Board  and  the  Department.  Conversely,  we  are  completely 
stunned  by  the  abruptness  and  severity  of  the  cuts  which 
your  Board  made  In  our  budget  estimate  for  the  year  1956- 

In  accordance  with  the  present  recreational  trend  In 
the  Commonwealth,  and  our  own  observations  at  the 
Reservation,  we  have  endeavored  to  Improve  and  extend 
our  facilities  to  better  serve  the  needs  of  an  ever 
Increasing  number  of  visitors.  A  cut  of  68%  In  the 
funds  requested  for  other  than  personal  services, 
causes  us  to  wonder  what  type  and  extent  of  program  you 
wish  us  to  attempt  to  carry  out  at  the  Reservation, 
since  the  residue  Is  not  even  Inadejfuate  to  maintain  our 
existing  facilities. 

We  request,  therefore,  a  meeting  with  your  Board 
to  discuss  the  following: - 

1,  Scope  and  type  of  program  to  the  offered  to  the 
More  than  100,000  visitors  we  annually  attract. 

2,  Methods  and  means  of  maintaining  the  $113,080. 
worth  of  buildings  on  the  Reservation. 

3*  Methods  and  means  of  maintaining  the  nearly 

ten  miles  of  black-top  and  gravel  roads  on  the 
Reservation. 

We  trust  that  you  will  felve  the  above  matters  your 
most  careful  consideration. 


Very  truly  yours, 

7) 


Earle  R.  Vickery.  Jr. 
Superintendent 
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Breakdown  of  expenditures  since  19^0 


^6^r 

Salaries 

Other 

Total 

Pure:.  Chasm 

1940 

10,808. 

9,186. 

20,995. 

5,920. 

1941 

10,960. 

10,835. 

21,795. 

6,000. 

1942 

9,759. 

4,578. 

14,338. 

6,348. 

1943 

7,400. 

2,896. 

10,296. 

4,328, 

1944 

7,104. 

2,635. 

9,740. 

5,198. 

1945 

8,522. 

6,457. 

14,979. 

5,500. 

1946 

11,542. 

6,819. 

18,361. 

6,231. 

1947 

8,325. 

9,599. 

17,924. 

6,999. 

1948 

7,188. 

11,469. 

18,657. 

7,724. 

1949 

10,750. 

11,381. 

22,132. 

8,118. 

1950 

12,322. 

11,199. 

23,532. 

8,928. 

1951 

12,739. 

12,082. 

24,821. 

9,514. 

1952 

14,167. 

13,654. 

27,829. 

12,196. 

1953 

16,670. 

12,511. 

29,181. 

11,705. 

1954 

17,155. 

16,056. 

33,211. 

15,619. 

1955 

17,304. 

12,807. 

31,035. 

16,390. 

1956 

17,920. 

16^2^. 

(575^' 

34*15P* 

(^3,48^ 

15,500. 

^<j(j/ur  r  Cc/1 
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9  March  1956 


Worcester  Couaty  Coimnissioners 
County  Court  House 
Worcester,  Massachusetts 


Gentlemen: 

I 

On  20  February  1956  our  Superintendent,  Vickery, 

wrote  you,  requesting  a  meeting  to  discuss  the  drastic  cut  you 
have  made  In  the  Vachusett  Reservation's  budget  for  this  year. 

In  an  earlier  meeting  between  Messrs.  Aspero  and  Cassidy  of  your 
Board  and  Mr.  drown  and  me,  there  was  no  intiniatlon  that  you  con> 
templated  any  such  action.  Are  we  to  infer  that  some,  good  reason 
has  come  up  since  the  middle  of  January  to  justify  such  a  cut?  If 
so,  would  it  not  have  been  expedient  as  well  as  courteous  to  have 
informed  us  as  the  vitally  affected  body? 

a.. 

P  9 

If  a  general  curtnibnent  in  Parks  and  TleserVatlon  budgets 
has  been  indicated  for  this  year,  we  are  fully  prepared  to  do  our 
share.  However,  we  do  feel  that  ve  are  entitled  to  information 
that  will  permit  us  to  plan  IntelUgeatly  liow  to  preserve,  and  maintain 
the  Reservation . 

May  we  have  a  reply  to  what  certainly  seems  a  not 
unreasonable  question? 


Very  truly  yours  1  . 

i 

Paul  B.  Morgan,  Jr.,  Chairman, 

Wachusett  Mountain  State  Reservation  Commission 
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T  inc.'i^-on  meeting  at  .t,:,'. 
Woro^ster ,  Ma8r>achus/*t » 

March  l‘'>,  1956 
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Mr'.  -^rrr.^TU 


Ponorable  J«  Philip  Howard 
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20tn,  r-.  4  jacceptea 


lei  to  order  by  tne  ^Vialrman  at 

the  previous  meeting,  February 
inarirr.ously . 
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Dear  fUJWardi  lined  an.'  ,  turn,  noml v  r  ^^*\n  to 

atlra  -r  a-cej  i  . 

Hj'd  fiOiS  1  underotaad  that  you  recently  sponsored  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  development  of  suLiming  facilities  at  Folio  Lake  on  the  Reservation 
and  tliat  the  natter  was  the  subject- of^  a  hearing  before  the  Coonittee 
on  Counties*  Sinco  this  is. a  natter  of  concern  to  the  kiachusett  Kountain 
Coccdosion,  I  could  wish  that  we  had  been  consulted,  or  at  least  notified 
of  tho  hearing,  i  .  .  Newc^.i,  ^ 

■  .  ^  ’  tn<*  f* r OH!  ®  ^ 

This  project  ear»  up  previously,  at  leaot  a  year  tLgpi  at  idiich 
we  consult^  the  Parks  CoB^ssloner,  Mr*  Arthur  7*  lynsn*  lie  sent  an 
enginMr  to  tlie  area/  copies  of  idhoee  roperts  I  enclose*  Frea  then  you 
^Will^^  that  Mieho  Lake  would  provide  only  lisdted  facilities  and  the  water 
si^ly  would  probably  be  Inadequate  durlAg  the  ooixths  of  greatoat  denand* 
l^urthemore,  to  create  the  necessary  paridng  area  and  other  accoemodations 
would  bo  to  destroy  a  strikingly  beautiful  and  natural  feature  of  the 

Heservation  %diieh*  is  much  adedred  by  local  and  othor  county  residents* 

-  r  i  u  o  ♦  t 

^  -  =.-Sj 

^  ^  Anotter  factor  is  the  extrensly  heavy  traffic  over  tlie  nountain 

pro^r^during  suExner  season^  lAileli,  If  this  small  cross-road  becane  an 
object  of  general  attraction,  would  be  seriously  and  dangerously  haepered, 
Coiplsd  to  lijidted  parking  a^  bathing  facilities,  we  cannot  favor  this 
"location  for  the  purpose*  -rt  t^  -t*  -.ne  use 

3oltcn*s  (or  Trout)  Pond,  however,  does  seen  to  meet  the  specifi¬ 
cations  required  and  would  favor  such  a  project,  %#iich  could  proidde 
bathing  fbr  both  Princeton  and  Westfdnster  reoidsnts,  as  well  as  transient 

Visitors**  ^  a  .  ile 

»  *  'dent  to  proven'  .  ^  r,i] 
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WACHUSETT  MOUNTAIN  STATE  RESERVATION  COMMISSION 


Luncheon  meeting  at  Putnam  &  Thurston's  Restaurant 
Worcester,  Massachusetts 

March  I5,  1956 

Present  were:  Mr.  Morgan,  Chairman 

Mr.  Trlnder,  Clerk 
Mr.  Campbell 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Chairman  at 
12; 45  PM  and  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting,  February 
20th,  read  and  accepted  unanimously. 

Mr.  Trlnder  nominated  for  Chairman  for  1956  by  Mr. 

Morgan  but  declined  and,  in  turn,  nominated  Mr.  Morgan  to 
continue  as  Chairman.  Mr.  Morgan  accepted,  reluctantly, 
and  was  duly  elected. 

Mr.  Campbell  nominated  Mr.  Trlnder  for  Clerk  for 
1956  was  elected. 

A  letter  from  a  Mr.  Seth  Heywood  of  Newton,  Massachusetts 
requesting  permission  to  remove  a  stone  from  a  wall  at  the 
Summit  of  the  Mountain  on  which  one  of  his  ancestors  had 
carved  his  name,  was  read  and  discussed.  It  was  agreed 
that  Mr.  Heywood  might  remove  the  stone  providing  that  he 
replaced  it  with  suitable  stonework  and  without  materially 
altering  the  appearance  of  the  wall  in  which  the  stone 
lies  • 


It  was  voted  to  renew  the  contracts  with  Mr.  John 
Connor  for  the  use  of  the  Summit  House  for  the  coming 
season,  and  with  the  Coin  Lock  Company  for  the  use  of  the 
locks  on  the  toilets.  It  was  further  dAelded  to  have  the 
Superintendent  make  whatever  arrangements  are  necessary 
to  have  new  optical  |?lewers  Installed  on  the  Summit,  and 
to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  Installer  for  the  use 
of  these  Infetruments. 

Moved,  seconded  and  voted  to  permit  the  Superintendent 
to  use  the  Reservation  car  for  personal  transportation 
during  his  tour  of  Military  duty  at  a  rental  of  5^  mile 

used,  the  Superintendent  to  provide  whatever  gasoline,  oil 
and  grease  might  be  needed,  in  addition  to  the  rental. 

Mr.  Morgan  mentioned  Representative  Howard's  bill 
that  was  submitted  to  the  General  Court  this  year  on 
providing  bathing  facilities  at  Echo  Lake  on  the 
Reservation  and  stated  that  he  had  written  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Howard  calling  him  to  task  for  not  keeping  the  Reservation 
Commission  properly  informed  on  this  item  of  considerable 
Interest  to  them. 

It  was  d^eldedthat  a  report  of  a  meeting  of  this 
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STANDARD  BaP  “MsTb^r”  STANDARD  BaP 


Meeting  of  March  I5,  1956  (con’t) 


Commission  with  the  County  Commissioners,  that  took  place 
just  prior  to  this  meeting,  should  be  made  a  part  of  thAse 
minutes.  Said  report  follows  these  minutes. 

It  was  further  decided  that  the  Chairman  should  take 
whatever  steps  might  be  necessary  to  determine  the  proper 
course  for  the  Commission  to  take  concerning  the  drastic 
cuts  that  the  County  Commissioners  made  in  the  budget 
estimate  for  1956. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  2:10  PM, 


Kenneth  G.  "irlnder 
Clerk 
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JOINT  MEETING  OF  THE  WACHUSETT  MOUNTAIN  STATE  RESERVATION 
COMMISSION  AND  THE  WORCESTER  COUNTY*  COMMISSION 

March  I5,  195^  at  the  County  Commissioner's  Office 

Present  were: 


Wachusett  Commission 


County  Commission 


Mr.  Morgan,  Chairman 
Mr.  Trlnder,  Clerk 
Mr.  Campbell 
Superintendent  Vickery 

Mr.  Cassidy 
Mr.  Aspero 


Meeting  was  called  for  11:30  o'clock  AM  and  all  of 
the  Wachusett  Commission  was  present  at  that  time.  At 
12:15  o'clock  PM  Mr.  Cassidy  invited  the  Commission  into 
his  office  and  after  apologizing  for  keeping  them  waiting 
suggested  that  the  discussion  be  started.  After  several 
minutes  Mr.  Aspero  Joined  the  group,  briefly.  Mr.  Bird 
did  not  show  up  at  all. 

Superintendent  Vickery  spoke  briefly  about  the  drastic 
cuts  that  the  County  Commissioners  had  made  in  the  budget 
estimate  of  the  Reservation  and  pressed  for  an  answer  to 
the  questions  in  his  letter  of  february  20th. 

Mr.  Cassidy  expressed  his  dlsatlf Icatlon  over  the 
cuts  as  made  by  his  Commission  bat  stated  that  there  was 
nothing  he  could  do  as  he  was  the  only  member  who  felt 
that  way. 

Mr.  Aspero  then  made  his  appearance  and  stated  that 
he  was  in  complete  favor  of  the  cuts  and  if  it  had  been 
possible,  he  would  have  liked  to  have  seen  the  budget 
cut  even  further,  or  preferably,  the  Reservation  taken 
out  of  County  hands  altogether.  He  further  stated  that 
the  Wachusett  Reservation  Commission  was  remiss  in  nnb 
applying  and  getting  State  assistance  in  the  maintenance 
of  its  property,  citing  as  an  example  the  Greylock 
Reservation  in  Berkshire  County. 

Superintendent  thanked  Mr.  Aspero  for  his  suggestion 
and  assured  him  that  every  effort  would  be  made  to  follow 
them  up. 

The  meeting  broke  up  at  about  12:35  PW. 
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27  I-Iarch  1956 

‘  .  •  1  •  . 

Senator  Newland  Holmes ,  Chairman 
Committee  on  Counties 
State  House  . 

Boston^  Massachusetts 

vi  ih  a  ;  robiam 

,  j  ^  ^ .A  *  y  ;•  j 

:  HP  i 

Dear  Senator  Holmes:  <  * 


I  bellere  that  /ovur  Cooaittee  regularly  revlevs  County 
Budgets  at  a  hearing  held  in  April,  and  I  i^ould  deeply  appreciate 
Information  as  to  the  date  of  that  hearing  this  year  so  that  our 
Coraaission  may  attend*  Our  current  operating  budget  has  been  so 
drastically  cut  by  the  Worcester  County  Commissioners,  and  without 
"^esqplanation,  that  we  are  most  anxious  for  an' opportunity  to  be  heard. 


Very  truly  yours. 


If  CO,  "  Paul  B*  Morgan^  Jr.,  Chaixiaac  for  Uie 

ob  i  ’  Ll  ^  ^  ..  Wachusett  Mountain  State  .Reservation  Commission 

PBMJrtlr  . 

c.c.  -  Mr.  Earle  R.  Vickery,  Jr. 

’  -  .J^ly  yours. 
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April  3, 


1956 


Mr.  Charles  L.  Parker,  Superintendent 
Mount  Greylock  State  Reservation  Coraralsslon 
Dalton,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  Parker: 

We  are  at  the  present  time  confronted  with  a  problem 
In  the  budget  department,  and  It  Is  felt  that  you  may  be 
able  to  give  us  some  assistance  on  this  matter* 

After  a  most  discouraging  hassle  with  our  County 
Commissioners  over  a  cut  of  In  the  Supplies  and 
Contractual  Services  sections  of  our  budget,  we  were 
told  by  them  to  look  to  the  State  for  relief,  "like  the 
other  State  Reservations  do".  When  we  pressed  for 
specific  Instances  we  were  told  that  Greylock  was  an 
example  that  had  recleved  considerable  State  help  for 
a  number  of  years.  The  source  of  this  Information,  was 
not  forthcoming,  however. 

Our  questions  are  as  follows: 

1.  Do  you  people  get  any  State  help  In  your 
maintenance  program? 

2.  If  so,  what  Is  the  procedure  we  would  follow  to 
obtain  a  similar  set-up? 

Any  Information  you  can  give  us  on  the  above  will  be 
most  helpful* 


Very  truly  yours. 


Earle  R.  Vickery.  Jr 
Superintendent 
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MOUNT  GREYLOCK  STATE  RESERVATION  COMMISSION 


JAMES  E.  WALL,  CHAIRMAN 
NORTH  ADAMS 

WILLIAM  H.  SHAW 
ADAMS 

WALTER  E.  REILLY,  SECRETARY 
PITTSFIELD 


15^  Pleasant  Street 
Dalton,  :ja3S  . 

April  6,  1956 


l!r.  Earle  R.  Vickery, Jr.,  Superintendent 
ViOunt  Wachusett  State  Reservation  Commission 
Princeton,  Massachusetts. 


Dear  Mr.  Vickery: 

someone  Is  apparently  misinterpreting 
Information  to  your  detriment.  I  will  first  explain 
our  set-up  here  so  that  the  explanation  will  be  clear. 

V/e  really  have  two  separate  entitles  that  are 
administered  hy  the  same  Commission.  The  Greylock 
State  Reservation  Is  set  up  the  same  as  your  Mount 
Wachusett  Reservation  and  It  Is  entirely  maintained  by 
Berkshire  County  with  Berkshire  County  funds.  *Ve  also 
have  the  Mount  Grey  lock  State  ’.Var  Memorial  Tower  and 
this  Is  a  State  entity  and  Is  maintained  by  the  State. 

It  consists  of  the  War  Memorial  Tower  and  a  small  area 
of  212  foot  radius  about  the  Tov/er.  Y/e  have  ana  annual 
budget  from  the  State  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Mount  Grey  lock  War  Memorial  Tower.  .Ve  have  an  annual 
budget  from  the  County  of  Berkshire  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  Mount  Greylock  State  Reservation.  They  are  two 
separate  things  and  they  do  not  overlap  In  any  way. 

I  have  been  here  now  for  seventeen  years  and  In 
all  that  time  the  State  has  not  contributed  one  penny 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Mount  Greylock  State  Reservation 

I  hope  that  htls  Information  will  help  you  and 
you  may  feel  perfectly  free  to  use  this  letter. 


Very  truly  yours, 

Charles  L.  Parker 
Superintendent 
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April  13, 


1956 


Mr.  Joseph  A.  Aspero,  Chairman 
Worcester  County  Commissioners 
Court  House 

Worcester,  Massachusetts 
Dear  Mr.  Aspero: 

Following  your  suggestion,  made  at  the  Joint  meeting 
of  the  Commissions  on  Thursday,  March  15th,  that  we  seek 
State  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Reservation,  we 
got  In  touch  with  Mr.  Parker,  Superintendent  of  the  Mount 
Greylock  State  Reservation.  His  letter,  a  copy  of  which 
Is  enclosed.  Is,  we  believe,  self  explanatory. 

If  you  have  any  further  suggestions  as  to  sources 
of  funds  or  people  that  we  might  contact  for  Information 
on  this  matter,  will  y6u  please  get  In  touch  with  us  so 
that  we  may  conduct  a  follow-up? 

Thank  you. 


Very  truly  yours. 


Earle  R.  Vickery.  Jr. 
Superintendent 
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23  April  1956 


Honorable  Jarvis  Hunt 
Associated  Industries  of  Massachusetts 
2206  John  Hancock  Bulldii^g 
Boston  16,  Massachusetts 


Dear  Jarvis: 


ThaiJcs  for  your  help  and  advice  in  re.  Vachusett  liountain 
ReseiTvation.  You  asked  for  a  resume  of  the  current  difficulty  and  I 
enclose  copies  of  letters  sent  by  us  to  the  County  Coomissioners^  %dio 
have  consistently  ignored  our  correspondence  or  toade  brief,  telephone 
contact  through  a  secretary  for  the  tirio  unsatisfactory  meetings  ve  have 
had  with  then. 

Ihe  Superintendent's  letter  of  1  January  accofnpaided  our 
proposed  budget  for  1956.  Two  weeks  later,  another  Ik>untain  Coomissiotier 
and  I  asked  for  and  received  an  interview  with  Messrs.  Aspero  at^d  Cassidy 
of  the  County  Coinnission  to  discuss  the  budget.  We  talked  of  the  past  year's 
work  and  current  projects.  They  questioned  a  raise  in  salary  for  our 
Superintendent  and  agreed  he  should  have  it.  Ihero  was  no  criticism  of 
the  suggested  budget  or  indication  that  cuts  wei*e  intended. 

In  February  we  received  the  County  Conmissioner's  rccomaendatlon 
to  the  Legislature  which  included  the  proaised  salary  increase,  but  called 
for  a  68J*  slash  in  our  operating  budget.  Hr.  Vicker's  letter  of  20  February 
went  unanswered.  I  wrote  on  9  March  and,  a  week  later,  learned  that  the 
County  CouiBission  secretary  had  'phoned  Mr.  Viclcery  and  said  that  the  Com¬ 
missioners  would  meet  with  us  that  day  (15  March)  at  11:30  A.M.  Fortunately, 
we  were  able  to  round  up  our  group  on  a  minute's  r.otice  and  arrived  on  tine 
at  the  Court  House  where  we  were  allowed  to  cool  our  heels  until  12:15.  At 
this  tine,  Mr.  Cassidy  took  us  into  his  office,  apologized  for  keeping  us 
and  said  that  Messrs.  Aspero  and  Bird  were  tied  up  all  day  in  Court  (both 
lawyers)  but  that  Mr.  Aspero  would  try  to  see  us  for  a  moment.  >ir.  Cassidj’' 
stated  that  he  was  not  in  accord  with  the  other  two  Commissioners  as  to  the 
cut.  I-Ir.  Aspero  appeared  briefly  and  confirmed  this  fact.  Ikj  said  that 
neither  he  ncrBird  believed  that  Porks  and  Reservations  should  come  under 
the  County.  His  only  suggestion  as  to  how  we  should  maintain  the  Mountain 
this  year  was  that  we  should  try  to  get  funds  from  the  Commonwealth.  He  im¬ 
plied  (without  so  stating)  that  he  was  bringing  the  matter  of  Jurisdiction 
to  a  head  through  arbitrarily  slashing  our  Budget.  Aspero  spoke  in  general 
terms  of  Reservations  but  apparently  singled  us  out  for  treatment  since  I 
am  informed  that  Purgatory  Chasm,  the  only  other  Park  under  Worcester  County 
Goinmissioners,  was  not  so  handled. 
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Meeting  of  the  House  Comndttee  on  Counties,  ^10  '5^ 

Chainaan,  Mr.  Mullaly,  on  Vforcester  County  Budgets,  /  d 

11:00  AoH«,  9  May  1956,  Room  A36,  State  House,  Bostono 


Attended  by  niyself  as  Chalzman  of  Mountain  Conmission  and  by 
Mr#  Vickery.  Superintendento 


At  shortly  after  12  noon,  I'ir#  Aspero,  the  Chairman  of  the  County  Comznls* 
sioners,  asked  us  if  we  wished  to  have  the  Wachusett  Mountain  Reservation  budget 
taken  out  of  turn#  We  assented  and  the  matter  was  taken  up# 

In  presenting  the  budget,  Mr#  Aspero  said  that  this  particular  budget 
had  been  considerably  cut  and  that  the  County  Comiissioners  M&re  not  in  agreement  ^ 
on  the  matter  •  Mr#  Cassidy  having  one  opinion,  which  was  diametrically  opposed 
to  his  own,  and  Mr#  Bird  having  yet  another  opinion# 


Mr#  Mullaly  then  asked  if  the  Mountain  Comnission  was  represented  and  I 
was  asked  to  sit  at  the  table  with  the  Commissioners#  At  this  point,  Mr#  Cassidy 
said  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  budget  as  proposed  by  the  Mountain  Commission  and 
that  he  felt  that  we  needed  the  entire  amount  to  do  a  proper  job  for  this  in^nrtant 
Reservation#  The  Coomittee  commenced  to  examine  the  budget,  starting  with  the  first 
page  on  salaries,  which  had  been  approved  by  the  Coimty  Commissioners  as  submittedo 
At  that  point,  Mr#  Cassidy  stated  that,  from  his  own  observations,  we  were  well  served 
by  competent  men  at  low  salaries,  and  that  he  was  satisfied  that  not  only  was  this 
first  page  in  order,  but  that  actually  we  should  pay  more,  certainly  in  the  instance 
of  our  superintendent#  There  was  no  demure  from  the  other  Commissioners # 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  on  an  item  by  item  examination  of  the  budget 
questioning  items  of  carpentry,  painting,  and  other  repairs  and  maintenances,  idiere 
cuts  had  been  made  by  the  County  Commissioners#  Mr#  Vickery  was  called  upon  to 
substantiate  the  necessity  of  these  items  and  it  became  obvious  that  the  County 
Commissioners,  with  the  exception  of  Mr#  Cassidy,  were  not  familiar  with  the  Reser¬ 
vation#  It  was  difficult  for  the  Committee  to  arrive  at  any  conclusion  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  these  items  and.  In  the  interest  of  saving  their  time,  Mr#  Vickery 
suggested  that,  instead  of  taking  up  each  one,  those  be  considered  idiich  we  felt 
were  most  important  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Reservation  and  to  which  the  most 
violence  had  been  done#  Items  for  consideration  were  brought  up  as  follows: 


#260  -  Building  Maintenance  and  Repair  - 
#310  -  Building  Supplies  and  Materials  - 
#330  -  Heating  Supplies  and  Material  - 
#3B0  -  Public  Works  Siqjplies  and  Materlals- 

(for  roads) 

#470  -  Rentals  (Trucks  and  Equipment) 
ifeyo  -  Public  Works  Equipment  - 
#590  -  Miscellaneous  Equipment 

(furnace  for  superintendent's  house) 


$1300  requested  -  $200  approved 
$2250  requested  -  $195  approved 
$325  requested  -  $25  approved 


$2850  requested  -  nothing  approved 
$1700  requested  -  $500  approved 
$400  requested  -  nothing  approved 

$1100  requested  -  nothing  approved 


On  the  first  item,  after  it  had  been  e3q>lained  to  the  Conmdttee  that  these 
amounts  represented  the  skilled  labor  necessary  for  maintenance  and  repair,  vdiich 
was  beyond  the  scope  of  the  laborers  on  the  Mountain  payroll,  it  was  questioned  by 
the  Coimnlttee  ^diether,  in  the  County  CouBoissionera*  opinion  these  repairs  were 
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Justified  or  necessary*  Mr*  Cassidy,  ifdio  stated  that  he  makes  many  occasions 
4  ’  during  the  year  to  take  visitors  to  the  mountain,  said  that  from  his  observation 
and  opinion  they  were  prox>er  and  necessary*  Mr*  Aspero,  'idio  said  that  he  had 
made  possibly  two  trips  to  the  mountain,  was  non-comnlttal*  Mr*  Bird,  ^o  stated 
that  he  had  made  perhaps  a  dozen  trips  to  the  mountain,  said  that,  in  his  opinion, 
people  went  to  the  mountain  to  see  the  view  and  not  to  go  into  houses*  He  implied 
that  no  building  was  necessary  at  the  summit*  Mr*  Vickery  pointed  out  that  the 
Mountain  House  had  previously  been  used  as  a  hotel  and  that  on  his  appointment 
to  the  superintendency,  some  12  years  ago,  he  looked  into  the  operation  of  this 
particular  unit  and  found  that  it  had  been  operating  for  some  time  at  a  loss  in 
the  capacity  of  a  hotel*  (At  approximately  this  time,  I'lr*  Aspero  left  the  meeting*) 
Mr*  Vickery  continued  that  he  had  found  the  observation  tower,  which  is  also  used 
as  a  fire  lookout,  and  which  is  four  stories  above  the  ground,  was  being  Jammed  to 
capacity  by  sightseers  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  there  were  no  proper  provisions 
for  the  safety  of  the  public  in  case  of  even  a  small  fire  in  the  building*  In 
view  of  these  two  circumstances,  the  Wacbusett  Mountain  Commission,  on  Mr*  Vickery^s 
recommendation,  closed  the  observation  tower  to  the  public  and  set  about  converting 
the  bedroom  fl^r  into  an  observation  station  with  adeqmite  ingress  and  exit 
facilities*  This  work  has  been  progressing  slowly  and  out  of  current  funds. 

Items  §yiQ  and  590  were  then  discussed  and  we  pointed  out  that  the 
superintendent  has  been  attempting,  through  patching,  to  continue  the  use  of  the 
wood  fire,  sheet  iron,  hot*air  furnace,  which  has  now  reached  an  irreparable  state* 

We  proposed  to  install  an  oil-fired  furnace  and  made  provisions  for  its  fueling 
in  the  current  budget*  The  Committee  asked  the  County  Comnissloners,  who  had 
striken  out  these  proposals,  what  they  esqpected  Mr*  Vickery  to  do  to  warm  his  house 
)  and  no  recommendation  was  forthcoming*  Mr*  Bird  observed  that  he  guessed  he  could 
get  by  somehow*  The  Chaiiman  of  the  Committee  then  asked  me  why  these  matters  had 
not  been  thoroughly  discussed  and  agreed  upon  by  us  with  the  County  CoDsnissioners 
prior  to  this  hearing*  I  told  them  that  we  had  had  one  meeting  with  the  Commissioners 
on  presentation  of  the  budget,  at  which  time  Messrs*  Cassld^r  and  Aspero  were  present, 
and  the  only  item  discussed  was  a  $5CX)  a  year  raise  in  salaiy  for  the  superintendent* 
They  had  approved  this,  and  had  made  no  intimation  to  us  at  this  time  that  they  were 
dissatisfied  with  any  other  items  in  the  budget*  I  further  stated  that,  following 
the  County  Commissioners*  action  on  the  budget,  we  had  again  asked  for  a  hearing 
and  that  one  was  granted  at  which  Mr*  Cassidy  was  present,  Mr*  Bird  was  absent,  and 
1-ir*  Aspero  appecured  for  a  short  time*  Mr*  Cassidy  had  stated  himself  as  heartily 
in  favor  of  our  budget  as  submitted*  l<lr*  Aspero  had  stated  that  he  was  not  in  favor 
of  the  County  continuing  to  pay  for  parks  and  reservations,  that  he  did  not  idsh  to 
discuss  their  action  on  our  budget,  and  suggested  that  we  seelc  financial  aid  from 
the  State*  (At  this  point  Mr*  Aspero  rejoined  the  meeting*)  I  repeated  my  state¬ 
ment,  asking  him  if  ‘^s  were  not  correct*  Mr*  Aspero  said  tliat  it  was  15%  correct; 
that,  in  addition,  he  was  tired  of  approving  $100  and  $500  items  on  the  basis  that 
had  previously  received  such  amounts  for  specified  items* 

V/e  then  proceeded  to  items  360  and  570,  which  made  provision  for  the 
maintenance  and  repair  of  our  roads,  which  are  subject  curre/itly  to  very  heavy 
traffic  during  the  summer  months,  and  had  been  badly  damaged  by  two  successive 
hurricane  seasons*  At  this  point,  Mr*  Cassidy  again  stated  that  he  was  heartily  in 
favor  of  these  items  as  submitted  by  the  Mountain  Commission*  Mr*  Aspero  said  that 
our  roads  were  certainly  not  in  as  bad  shape  as  those  of  the  City  of  Vforcester  and 
)  that  he  could  see  no  reason  idiy  we  couldn*t  let  them  go  for  a  year*  Mr*  Bird  inter¬ 
posed,  stating  that  the  roads  were  there  and  that  they  would  not  go  anywhere,  even 
if  a  year  or  so  of  maintenance  was  missed*  He  also  sedd  that,  in  his  opinion,  if 
ve  had  been  granted  a  budget  of  $60,000  Instead  of  $23,000,  we  would  want  $70,000* 
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We  pointed  out,  as  strongl^jr  as  w  could,  that  to  let  these  thoroughfares  lapse 
as  to  repairs  for  a  year  or  more,  would  merely  mean  disproportionate  appropriations 
later  to  put  them  in  passable  shape  and  that  It  seemed  poor  economy  to  let  vital 
maintenance  go» 

At  this  point,  the  Chaixman  of  the  Committee  seemed  to  sense  an  Impasse 
and  told  us  that  unless  the  County  Commissioners  agreed  to  put  in  something  for 
the  Items  which  they  had  deleted,  the  Committee  on  Counties  would  have  no  power 
to  put  something  In  themseleves,  that,  idiile  they  had  the  right  to  further  delete 
from  the  County  Commissioners*  recommendations,  they  had  not  the  power  to  add  to 
their  recommendations*  He  suggested  that,  as  it  was  then  nearly  2  o*clock,  the 
Committee  on  Counties  consult  with  the  County  Conmlssioners  on  this  matter, 
thanked  us  for  our  attendance,  and  adjourned  the  session  to  take  up  other  budgets 
at  3  o’clock  in  the  afternoon* 


Paxil  B*  Morgan,  Jr*,  Chairman 

V/achxisett  Mountain  State  Reservation  Commission 


WACHUSETT  MOUNTAIN  STATE  RESERVATION  COMMISSION 


Chairman  Morgan's  Office 
Morgan  Construction  Company 
Worcester,  Massachusetts 

18  December  195^ 

Present  were  ;  Mr.  Morgan,  Chairman 

Mr.  Campbell,  Clerk  pro-tern 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  11:10  AM  by 
Chairman  Morgan. 

Moved  and  voted  to  waive  the  reading  of  the  minutes 
of  the  previous  meeting. 

The  Budget  Estimate  for  1957  was  examined  and  discussed 
at  some  length  and  several  changes  were  recommended.  The 
Superintendent  was  instructed  to  incorporate  these  changes 
in  the  formal  estimate  to  be  submitted  to  the  County 
Commissioners , 

The  Superintendent  was  also  Instructed  to  prepare  a 
letter  for  Chairman  Morgan's  signature  to  be  sent  to  the 
County  Commissioners,  stating  that  the  Reservation's 
budget  estimate  was  complete  and  asking  for  an  opportunity 
to  discuss  it  with  the  County  Commissioners  prior  to 
submission  of  the  formal  estimate. 

(Such  a  letter  was  prepared  and  sent.  A  copy  Is 
attached) 

The  possibility  of  letting  out  road  maintenance 
work  on  a  contract  basis  was  discussed  and  It  was  decided 
to  bring  this  matter  up  at  a  later  meeting,  since  we 
would  them  know  approximately  how  much  money  we  had  to 
work  with. 

The  Superintendent's  draft  of  the  Annual  Report  was 
read  and  several  changes  were  recommended.  These  changes 
to  be  included  and  the  report  resubmitted  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Commission. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  to  lunch  as  Chairman 'Morgan  ' s 
guests  at  the  Worcester  Club  at  12:30  PM. 


Charles  B.  Campbell 
Clerk  pro-tern 
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Decomber  19 »  195^ 


Boaz^l  of  County  Comal sslooers 
Count/  Court  House 
borcester^  Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

This  Comoisaion  has  prepared  a  tentative  budget 
for  1957  now  has  it  in  draft  form  for  transfer  to 
the  regular  budget  forms  which  have  not  yet  been 
received. 

It  appears  that  this  would  be  an  ezoellent 
opportunity  to  discuss  possible  changes  and  arrive  at 
a  mutually  agreeable  figure  for  the  coaing  year. 

Will  you  please  let  us  icnow  when  such  a  cnee  ting 
aight  be  held,  so  that  we  may  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  to  have  our  Commission  present? 


Very  truly  yours. 


rv/ 


PAUL  B.  KORGAN.  JH. 
Chairman 
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WACHUSETT  MOUNTAIN  STATE  RESERVATION  COMMISSION 


Meeting  with  the  Corps  of  Engineers  *  Representatives 
Mr.  Hughes  and  Mr.  Messier 

Library  of  the  Morgan  Construction  Company 
Worcester,  Massachusetts 

5  March  1957  11:00  AM 

Present  were  Mr.  Morgan,  Chairman 

Mr.  Trlnder,  Clerk 
Mr.  Campbell 

Mr.  Messier  read  a  letter  from  the  Civil  Areonautlcs 
Authority  on  the  possibility  of  their  Joining  with  the 
Corps  of  Engineers  In  building  a  radio  relay  facility  at 
the  Summit. 

The  possibility  of  replacing  the  present  Summit  House 
with  a  new  structure  which  could  handle  the  concession. 
Forest  Fire  Lookout,  Corps  of  Engineers  and  CAA  was 
discussed,  but  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  funds  and 
coordinating  the  project  made  the  outlook  rather  dim. 

The  meeting  then  discussed  the  posslbllty  of  setting 
the  new  construction  In  such  a  manner  that  It  could  be 
Integrated  Into  any  future  reconstruction  or  replacement 
of  the  existing  structure,  and  It  was  generally  decided 
that  this  plan  offered  real  promise.  The  C  of  E  was 
Instructed  to  proceed  with  their  plans  with  this  In 
mind  and  to  set  their  construction  for  the  north  side 
of  the  Summit  House.  A  new  sketch  Is  to  be  prepared  and 
submitted  to  the  Commission  for  consideration. 

Some  discussion  was  made  of  the  possibility  of 
having  any  rentals  for  space  on  the  Summltt  put  Into 
a  special  account  that  could  be  appropriated  In  the 
future  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  Summit  House. 

No  decision  was  made  on  this  matter. 

The  meeting  alth  the  Corps  of  Engineers  representative 
was  adjourned  at  11:45  AM 


At  11:50  AM  the  Commission  went  to  the  Annual  Meeting. 

Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and 
accepted. 

The  corrected  draft  of  the  Superintendent's  Annual 
Report  to  the  County  Coramlsslonerw  was  read  and  approved 
to  be  sent  to  the  County  Commissioners.  A  Copy  Is  attached 
to  these  minutes. 

The  Budget  Estimate,  with  the  County  Commissioners 
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Page  2 


actions  thereon  was  discussed  and  It  was  decided  that  the 
Commission  would  plan  to  appear  at  the  General  Court 
hearing  on  the  County  Budget  In  an  effort  to  have  the 
cuts  restored.  (A  request  to  be  notified  of  the  hearing 
was  left  at  the  County  Commissioner's  office,  but  no 
notice  was  ever  forthcoming.) 

Mr.  Morgan  mentioned  that  he  had  a  letter  from  Miss 
Allen  of  Princeton  concerning  the  bill  submitted  by  Hep. 
Howard  to  set  up  swimming  at  Echo  Lake.  It  was  decided  that 
this  bill  was  probably  a  blind  to  aatlsfy  some  of  Mr. 
Howard's  constituents,  and  that  nothing  would  come  of  It. 


There  was  a  general  discussion  on  the  Area  of  the 
Reservation  as  a  whole  with  attention  being  given  to 
mowing,  views,  and  natural  shrubs. 

Meeting  was  opened  for  nomination  of  officers  for 
the  coming  year. 

Motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Mr.  Morgsm  continue 
as  Chairman  of  the  Commission.  The  motion  was  carried. 

Motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Mr.  Campbell  be 
Clerk  for  the  coming  year.  The  motion  was  carried. 


It  was  suggested  that  the  next  meeting  be  held  at 


the  Reservation  with  dinner  at  the  Harrington  Farm.  This 
meeting  to  be  at  the  time  that  the  Engineers  have  the 
plans  completed  for  their  building. 

Meeting  was  adjourned  at  12:50  PM>^ 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


Commissioners 

Paul  B.  Morgan.  Jr. 

CHAIRMAN 

Kenneth  G.  Trinder 

CLERK 

Charles  B.  Campbell 


Wachusett  Mountain  State  Reservation 

Commission 


Earle  R.  Vickery.  Jr. 

SUPERINTENDENT 


January  1,  1957 
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To  the  Honorable  Board  of  County  Commissioners 
Gentlemen: 

Ordinarily,  one  of  our  major  Jobs  during  the  year 
is  the  maintenance  of  our  tar  and  gravel  road  network  on 
the  Eeservationf  During  this  past  year,  however,  the  fact 
that  all  noney  for  road  maintenance  materials  were  dis¬ 
allowed  made  this  work  impossible.  While  we  still  have 
a  usable  road  net,  raveling  of  the  edges  Is  taking  place 
In  several  areas  and  some  potholes  have  been  noticed. 

These  are  conditions  which  are  extremely  hazardous  to 
persons  using  the  roads  and  can  only  lead  to  extensive 
and  expensive  repairs  in  the  not  too  distant  future^ 

We  were  fortunate  in  not  having  any  severe  rain 
storms  after  a  rather  dry  summer.  One  or  two  areas  of 
the  gravel  roads  were  washed  somewhat,  but  prompt  action 
by  the  Reservation  staff  prevented  any  serious  damage. 

It  had  been  pleuined  to  replace  and  enlarge  the  culverts 
at  these  points,  but  of  course,  the  disallowing  of  any 
road  maintenance  funds  in  the  budget  prevented  that. 

In  the  absence  of  material  to  repair  the  buildings 
on  the  Reservation,  the  Staff  was  kept  busy  mowing  brush 
along  the  roadsides.  All  the  roads  have  been  mowed  back 
to  about  five  or  ten  feet,  which  makes  it  somewhat  easier 
to  pick  up  the  beer  cans,  bottles  and  other  rubbish 
which  some  of  our  visitors  discard. 

As  mentioned  in  last  year's  report,  we  manufactured 
another  batch  of  about  twenty-five  picnic  tables  and  found 
that  they  wore  very  well  received  and  heavily  used.  The 
placement  of  our  tables  at  strategic  spots  on  the  Reservation 
has  a  somewhat  controlling  Influence  on  our  “litter-feug" 
visitors,  since  it  tends  to  keeps  their  efforts  in  a  more 
limited  area,  and  thus  lightens  the  rubbish  collection 
chores  of  the  staff.  We  are  now  putting  out  about  one-hundred 
tables  each  spring  and  are  planning  to  add  another  twenty 
or  twenty-five  to  that  number  this  coming  year. 


) 


JSETT  MOUNTAIN  STATE  RESERVATION  COMMISSION 


The  thinning  of  our  woodlots  and  Improvraent  cutting 
continues  to  yield  an  adequate  auiount  of  oordwood,  together 
with  lumber  for  picnic  table  construction  and  general  use. 
The  cordwood  is  dried  during  the  sUinmer  and  resawed  and 
distributed  during  the  early  fall.  Surplus  wood,  over  and 
above  the  requirements  of  the  Beservatlon,  Is  sold  and  the 
demand  for  this  material  seems  to  be  increasing,  hawever, 
wherever  possible,  these  prospective  customers  are  referred 
to  the  local  farmers  who  also  harvest  considerable  wood, 
since  It  Is  not  the  purpose  of  the  Resex^vatlon  to  be  In 
competition  with  local  people  or  Industries 

Since  we  already  had  the  lumber  on  hand  and  dried, 
we  continued  with  the  finishing  of  the  interior  of  the 
building  at  tne  campsite  area,  and  are  pleased  to  report 
that  the  Interior  pine  pantieling  has  been  completed 
and  two  coats  of  quality  finish  have  been  applied.  There 
has  been  a  great  deal  of  Interest  In  this  area  and  It  Is 
hoped  that  we  may  finish  It  someday.  Even  In  the  unfinished 
state  It  has  played  host  to  groups  of  from  four  to  about 
seven  hundred  people.  The  vlsltor^day  estimate  for  this 
area  alone  for  the  past  year  Is  nearly  2000. 

Our  overall  attendance  seemed  to  keep  up  to  all 
expectations,  and  while  there  Is  no  way  In  which  we  can 
accurately  state  how  many  visitors  we  have  had  during  the 
year  or  on  any  given  day,  with  experience  and  sampling 
counts.  It  would  indicate  that  there  were  probably  120,000 
to  125,000  visitor-days  at  the  Mountain  this  past  year. 

There  Is  ample  evidence  that  the  public  Is  showing 
ever  Increasing  Interest lln  outdoor  recreational 
facilities  and  it  Is  hoped  that  the  Beservatlon  will 
be  able  to  continue  to  fill  Its  place  in  tnis  program. 


Bespeotfully  submitted. 


Earle  R.  Vickery*  dr 
Sux>erlntendent 
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Boar  nifio  Allans  ^ 

-  0  I  ‘ 

I  approoiato  your  bringing  to  txy 
attontion  tho  artiola  in  >tha  Sunday  Horald 
and  enoloso  a  copy  of  ny  roply  to  Hloa  Parks 
for  your  infornation*  It  is  an  ovorly— long 
lottery  but  ny  oapabilitioo  don*t  permit 
of  a  noro  susinot  statomonty  nor  are  all 
the  problems  stated*  It  seensd  to  no  that 
Miss  Parks  vas  not  acq.ualatedy  as  you  aroy 
^^irith  the  demands  and  vear  and  tear  occasioned 
""b^.the  general  public* 

■  -  * 

As  always  your  ooamuaieations  are 
▼ery  veleome*  ^  i'  r 
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Daar  Hiss  Saar*  i  ^  44.7*?  . 

Z  Aust'  agraa  with  you  that  Kount 
Wachusatt  has  ohaagod  in  tha  post-war  yaars; 
in  faet^  has  baan  changing  avar  siaca  Z 
first  knaw  it  fifty  yaars  ago*  Z  raad  tha 
Rarald  eoamunleatio n  with  mixad  faalings* 

Tha  writar  did  not  care  for  tha  changas  and 
iApliad  that  sonathing  should  ba  dona*  * 

Insofar  as  tha  Mountain  Suparintaadant  and 
CoAAissionars  ara  rasponsibla  and  oonearnad^ 

I  faal  a  duty  to  axplain  what  wa  hara  dona 
and  ara  trying  to  do*  Also*  it  saams 
partinant  to  indlcata  how  physical  and  ^ 
aconoBie  changas  affaot  our  plans* 

*  *  M 

t  Tha  Mountain  Rasarwation  is  sat 

asida  as  a  natural  park  'and  raoraation  araa 
for  tha public*  Baing  sonawhat  ramota^  in 
tha  aariy  days  it  was  not  too  aasy  for  tha 
public  to  raach  and  only  local  paopla  or 
datarAinad  hikars  and  natura  loTars  fra^uantad 
it*  ¥aa  oraation  of  carriaga  roads  and  a 
hotal  at  tha  Sumait  wara  natural  additions 
as  Princaton  boeaBa  a  focus  for  sunAor 
▼isitors  who  anjoyad  tha  uni^ua  (for  santral 
Massaehusatts )  riaw  and  cool  altituda*  Thosa 
wara  gracious,  laisuraly  days  and  sTokad  such 
charBing  writings  as  **Hida-d-saak  Town*** 

In  thosa  days  and  for  sona  still  to  aoma  tha 
cara  of  tha  Mountain  prasantad  oonparatiraly 
simpla  and  claarly-daf i nad  problaast  which 
ara^  in  tha  aain^  unehangad  today^  but  to 
which  hara  baan  addad  nany  aora* 

^  Raw  road  natworks  , today  bring 
thousands  of  transiants  to  Vaohusatt  in  thair 
oars  whara  foraarly  thara  wara  hundrads*  Tha 
suaaar  colony  has  dwindled  sinea  tha  transpor¬ 
tation  aasa  that  brings  tha  aountain  within 
littla  BOra  than  an  hour*s  rida  froa  tha  aajor 
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^sJioU  ijtdi  f$0X  ditv  o«’z:a^  ^ 

"Xjiiw—^iBctj  dj(#  ti t  te%fs VMd 
7  %9iro  " j^a.l^iindV‘^n-0^d  t*xi  «X 

o(in  I  '♦<'"1#  iirt4i<i^  ytivnii  ^«Tll 

j^sl«  ifilv  jiflil#4ioiAJ(riatttft9  bX**iift 
bas  ^e^^easlo  &di  ©TiAa  i'cn;  &11>  erfi? 

0  0)3  9b  9d  tlif0A9.  niiJtii9A00  iidi  b0JtXii»i 
ba*  iaviasitilJvqMtB^  alxiattvm  bAt  a#  '^A^oaeJ 
Bail  VHVaoivvtsifLuO- 

0ro5  •V04;a«  imtlv  alMX^%0  oi  ^  X&»^  X 

aM»0«  it  «o«XA  •Ai  mi  ,%aixHi 
bs£  vaH  vfj^stbui  0i  i avaji^^vti 

•  aaaXt  iifo  '  bv^vaAv  dlnaaoae 

.•  .  SV#  .  ,  * 

i09  8l  tLiiii 0^109,0%  alsiay^li  tAf 
MO10  aotiMVtov'i  i^BA  dtMX  iM^ifisa  a  aa  efrlaa 
al  XjdwAnoa  •diXXwcjai^ 

»di^  ic’b  X0S9  oo#  ^OB  Haw  it  8Xa>  xl^mp  vdi 
no  olq^ovq.  tsocl  xXvo  has  dOMon  oi  »iX<fi/« 
Jt>oin0*rj^0'sl  B^AvoX  onai^v  be^  mnv^td  bvalvnoioh 

St  llJBA  alkAAtr  AgAlntTAO  \0  noiXA#'X»  0d'i  mH 

^nolilbbm  Isnuima  ^nov  ilmmaZ  odi  im.loiod 
n^nmtto  not  9voo\  »  oslaovA  aoioominH,  a£ 
X^niaio  Bot["'®irpXBB  ai#. 

««o4S  4A&a;;^|XXjn  Xovo  has  vaiv  {uiivt^ioAUOiOi 
doum  bvdovv  haA  ^Xaiwal*!  |ejw»l o<t*x;i  vnw 

**»avo*^  4AA»-AraAia"  ««  ■HB.l/f'tif  ^Ii.%nsd9 
odi  90.00  9i  IttiA  aatoa  not  boo  oxob  ooodt  oX 
XX«tX*a^a^«oo  bXa>B4I0H  oii  to  oiao 

doidw  ibttoXAonq-  bogttob-xXniOXo  bao  AXqftla 
o^  isid  ^XAboi  boiiaAdoasi  ^atso  odi  ui  %0n9 
tonom  xosm  bObbs  aopd  onoi  dot  Ay 

ani-jrf  XAi^oi  o^noyimn  boon  vtH 
nlodi  «I  iioatrdoAU  oi  oiaoloaoni  %«  aibBAOtfoXi 
#47  •«ib*?ftBir4  onoy  onodi  xX'iomnot  ynody  onso 
^no^dttsni  mdi  oar  la  boXbaiwb  ba4  x^oXoa  roMoo 
aidity  aXaiatfom  odi  a^Mind  iatii  odaa  aoiiai 
noiao  Aili  aont  oblr  a^mfod  aa  aadi  onoa  oXiili 
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portion  of  tho  Stnio  han  bookoaod  tko  old 
group  to  klghor  and  roaotor  faatnaaoao*  « 

On  a  atmaar  voak«»oad  aoYoral  thouaand 
motoriata  cannot  ovon  pauao  at  tho  Suaait 
booauaa  of  tho  hoarda  alroady  thoro  and 
auat  contont  thomaolvoa  with  tho  rldo  up  , 
and  down*  Ono  eurront  nood  la  for  groator 
parking  aroa  at  tho  top  and  iaprovod  roada 
if  VO  aro  to  lot  tho  public  onjop  tho  riov*  An 
altornativo  would  bo  to  arrange  for  publio 
tranaportation  and  to  baa  prirato  ▼ohicloa  on 
vook-onda* 

Thoro  haa  boon  critioiaa  of  picnic 
tablea  and  traah  barrola*  X  hato  to  think 
of  tho  aloan*up  diffioultioa  (alroady  aouto) 
that  would  attend  their  roxaoval*  Man  and 
hia  offapriag  aro  naturally  littorbuga  and 
oonaidor  eating  a  nearly  continuoua  accoapa* 
niaont  to  a  holiday*  By  providing  proper 
faoilitioa  it  la  poaaible  to  keep  the  atroving 
of  papera  and  rofuae  under  aoao  control* 

There  ia  oonatant  nroaaure  to  , 
provide  further  rocreational  onportunitioa 
aueh  aa  akiing^  oanping  and  aviaBing*  Theao 
aro  proper  ro^uoata  and  wo  aro  working  at 
thoB  inaofar  aa  time  and  inauffioient  funda 
permit* 


Throe  hurricane  yeara  ia  a  row  put 
ua  behind  in  road  vaahout  ropairof  roatoration 
of  fire  vator«»holea  and  bruah  oloaranco* 
Although  tho  aocond  largoat  roaorvation  of 
ita  typo  ia  tho  Stato^  our  budget  ia  only 
aixth  in  aiao  and  an  unayapathotio  county 
oonmiaaion  ban  aeon  fit  to  out  oven  thia  modoat 
requirement  in  the  face  of  ateadily  increaaiag 
eoata* 
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■  i  ^  ^  H 

Z  tell  you  theee  thinge  net  in 
eompl&int  or  dieeouragement  but  to  ae^ueiat 
you  with  the  present  eireunstanees  ve  face 
and  the  reasons  for  then*  Ve  baTe  no  pover 
to  restrict  or  diserlnlnate  in  the  proper 
public  use  of  the  Mountain;'  ve  cannot  collect 
fees  to  aeet  the  expense  of  protecting  and 
aaintaining  our  charge*  All  income  from  the 
reservation  goes  to  the  County  Treasury* 

Our  Coanission  is  neither  complacent  nor 
satisfied  with  conditions  as  they  exist  on 
Vachusett  -  a  healthy  state  of  mind  that^iL 
I*n  8ure»  vas  shared  by  our  predecessors* 

Ve  veloome  criticism  and  suggestion  and  the 
opportunity  to  discuss  our  problems  and 
purposes  * 


The  article  in  the  Sunday  Herald 
says  that  Vachusett  has  been  forgotten*  If 
it  had^  our  duties  vould  be  lighter*  Rather^ 
Vachusett  has  been  diseorered  and  is  being 
disooTered  by  an  erer^groving  throng  vhom  ve 
can  neither  ignore  nor  discourage*  Some 
change  In  emphasis  and  purpose  is  ineritable 
in  the  face  of  this  inrasion*  Our  Job^  as  Z 
see  it^  is  to  meet  the  situation  and  keep  the 
Mountain  as  unspoiled  as  possible  in  meeting 
it*  Ve  are  currently  vorxing  vith  the 
CoTernor*s  office  and  the  State  Park  Department 
to  this  end* 
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Dttar  Mist  Parkit . 

I  raad  jrour  aonauaicatioa  to  th« 
paparo  with' tho  confllctiag  •notion*  of  • 
sympathp  for  your^IoTo  of  ¥aehu*ott  (which 
X  tharo;  afiddiotrott  that  ydu  should  think 
our  Conaission  and  Suporintoadoat  so 
uafoolinSf  unlatoXXigont  and  dlslatorostod 
as  to  morlt  a  portion  of  such  a.broadsldo* 
Vaohuiott  hoXongs  to  tho  oitisons  of 
Hassaehusotts  (aaay  of 

TieariousX/t  to  ho  sure)  and  it  is  diffieuXt 
soaotiaos  for  thoso  of  us  who  havo  grown  up 
in  its  shadow  and  for  whom  it  has  porsonaX 
moaning  to  aeoopt  this  fact*  Vaehusott  has 
ehaagod^  in  faet^  has  booa  ohaagiag  owor  ^ 
sineo'I  first  know  it  fifty  roars  ago*  Por 
aanr  of  thoso  ehaagos  thoro  haTo  •ooa*  and  aro^ 
▼alid  roasons;  others  aro  unwantod  by-products 
and  subject  to  oorrootioa*  7ho, former*  wo 
and  .prorious  coamissions  haro  worked  for 
and  hare  conbattod  tho  Xattor  -  both  to  tho 
host  of  our  ability  and'with  tho  moans  at  our 

.  .. 

•  •  1.  -  ^  ^ 

Tho'Hountain  Rosorration  is  sot 
aside  as  a  natural  park  and  roeroation  area 
for  tho  public*  Boing  somewhat  roaoto*  in 
tho  early  days  it  was  not  too  easy  for  tho 
public  to  roach  and  only  local  pooplo  or 
dotorninod  hikors  and  nature  lorors  frequented 
it*  The  creation  of  carriage  roads  and  a 
hotel  at  the  Summit  were  natural  additions 
as  Princeton  became  a  focus  for  summer 
Tisitdrs  who  enjoyed  the  unique  (for  central 
Hassaehusotts)  Tiew  and  cool  altitude*  Those 
were  gracious*  leisurely  days  and  OToked  such 
charming  writings  as  "Hide-d-seek  Town***  Xn 
those  days  and  for  some  still  to  come  the  care 
of  the  Hountain  presented  eomparatlrely  simple 
and  olearly-daf ined  problems;  problems  whicn 
are*  in  the  main*  unchanged  today*  but.  to 
which  have  been  added  many  more*  ^  " 

*  r  '  /  -  '  this 
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portion  of  tho  Stato  fca«  bockonod  tho  old 
group  to  highor  and  roaotor  faeinoanos* 

On  a  aunaar  wo#k««ond  aovoral  tkouaand 
aotoricta  cannot  ovon  pauao  at  tha  Sunoit 
beoauao  of  tho  hoarda  aXroadp  thora  and 
muBt  contant  thanaelvaB  with  tho  rida  up 
and  dovn*  Ona  currant  naad  Is  for  graator 
parking  aroa  at  tho  top  and  Improvad  roads 
if  va  ara  to  lot  tho  public  anjoy  tho  rlau#  An 
altornatlva  would  ba  to  arrange  for  public 
transportation  and  to  ban  prlrato  TahlcloB  on 
vaek->ands  • 


7haro  has  boon  criticisD  of  picnic 
tables  and  trash  barrels*  1  hato  to  think 
of  tha  claan-up  dlfficultias  (already  acuta J 
that  would  attend  their  ranoral*  Kan  and 
his  offspring  ara  naturally  llttarbugs  and 
consider  eating  a  nearly  continuous  acconpa- 
niaant  to  a  holiday*  By  providing  propor 
facilitios  it  is  posslblo  to  keop  tha  strowlng 
of  papers  and  refuse  under  soao  control* 


Thera  is  constant  prossura  to 
provide  further  racraatlonal  opportuni ties 
such  as  skiing^  canping  and  swlsming*  These 
ara  proper  ra9.uo6tB  and  wo  ara  working  at 

fto  titto  and  lnculff lcl#nt  funds 

parui t* 

Three  hurricane  years  in  a  row  put 
us  behind  in  road  washout  ropairsf  restoration 
0f  fire  water«*hola8  and  brush  clearance* 
Although  tha  second  largest  roservatlon  of 
its  typo  la  tha  States  our  budget  is  only 
ninth  in  siao  and  an  unsympathotlc  county 
conialBslon  has  seen  fit  to  cut  even  this  modest 
ro9,uiremaBt  in  the  face  of  steadily  increasing 
costs  * 
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X  t«ll  joti  thmum  iliingt  not  ia 
eomplaiat  or  d iscouragonont  but  to  acquaint 
you  with  ibo  presoat  e Ircumatancoa  ve  faco 
and  the  roaaona  for  thorn*  We  hare  no  power 
to  restrict  or  discrininate  ia  the  proper 
public  use  of  the  Mountain)  we  cannot  collect 
fees  to  meet  the  expense  of  protecting  and 
maintaining  our  charge*  All  income  from  the 
reserwation  goes  to  the  County  Treasury* 

Our  CoxmissioB  is  neither  complacent  nor  ,  ^  ^  ^  . 

satisfied  with  conditions  as  they  exist  on  '7 
Waehusett  -  a  healthy  state  of  mind  that,  Copies 

X*m  sure,  was  shared  by  our  predecessors*  *  atlon  is 
We  welcome* critic  ism  and  suggestion  and  the 
opportunity  to  discuss  our  problems  and 
purposes  *  v  ^ 


of  thf» 
to  Vc 


The  caption  of  your  newpaper  letter 
says  that  Waehusett  has  been  forgotten*  If 
it  had,  our  duties  would  be  lighter*  Rather, 
Waehusett  has  been  discorered  and  is  being 
discowered  by  an  erer-growing  throng  whoa 
we  can  neither  ignore  nor  discourage*  Some 
change  in  emphasis  and  purpose  is  inevitable 
in  the  face  of  this  invasion*  Our  Job,  as 
I  see  it,  is  to  meet  the  situation  and  keep 
the  Mountain  as  unspoiled  as  possible  in 
meeting  it*  We  are  currently  working  with 
the  Governor's  office  and  the  State  Park 
Department  to  this  end* 
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WACKUSETT  MOUNTAIN  STATE  RESERVATION  COMMISSION 

Office  of  Chairman  Paul  B  Morgan  Jr. 

Morgan  Construction  Company 
Worcester,  Massachusetts 

10  October  1957 

Present  were:  Mr.  Morgan,  Chairman 

Mr,  Campbell,  Clerk 
Mr.  Trinder 

This  meeting  was  called  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Humphrey 
of  the  Corps  of  Engineers  who  brought  five  copies  of  the 
lease, for  the  area  pn  which  their  radio  station  is  to  be 
built,  to  be  signed  by  the  Commission. 

The  copies  of  the  lease  were  properly  signed  and  the 
meeting  adjourned. 


Charles  B.  Campbell 
Clerk 
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WACHUSETT 


MOUNTAIN  STATE  RESERVATION  COMMISSION 


Library  of  the  Morgan  Construction  Company 
Worcester,  Massachusetts 


3  December  1957  11:15  AM 


Present  were:  Mr,  Morgan,  Chairman 


Mr.  Campbell,  Clerk 
Mr.  Trinder 


The  meeting  was  called  tc  order  by  Commissioner  Morgan 
and  the  minutes  of  the  previous  two  meetings  read,  discussed 
and  approved . 

The  Superintendent's  Budget  Estimate  for  1958  was 
thoroughly  examined  and  discussed.  Some  changes  in  explanatory 
paragraphs  were  suggested  and  the  Superintendent  Instructed 
to  make  same. 

It  v;as  moved  and  seconded  to  adopt  the  Budget  Estimate 
for  submission  to  the  County  Commissioners.  The  motion 
was  carried  unanimously. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  12:10  PM 


Charles  B  Campbell 
Clerk 


